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WELCOME

This year marks the 14th edition of the SOLIDAR 
Silver Rose Awards, an annual event which 
recognises the outstanding commitment and 
resourcefulness of individuals and organisations 
working to advance solidarity and justice in Europe 
and worldwide.

We would like to thank the Silver Rose Jury 
Members 2016, who dedicated their time and 
efforts to making the difficult choices for the final 
awards from an excellent list of nominations. 
In addition, warm thanks are extended to the 
Group of Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats in the European Parliament, the Party 
of European Socialists (PES), EurActiv and the 
European Parliament for their support of this year’s 
Silver Rose Awards. 

Together, we are a force for change!

Conny Reuter 
SOLIDAR Secretary General

THE JURY OF THE SILVER ROSE 
AWARDS 2016
IS COMPOSED OF

— Chair

Francisca Sauquillo
Chair of the Silver Rose Awards Jury,  
SOLIDAR President and President of Movimiento  
por la Paz, MPDL

— Members

Wellington Chibebe
Deputy General Secretary of the International Trade Union 
Confederation (ITUC)

Ralph Coeckelberghs
Former Secretary General of Solidarité Socialiste FCD

Knut Fleckenstein
Vice-President of SOLIDAR, Vice-Chair of the S&D Group, 
MEP (SPD, Germany) and Chair of SOLIDAR member 
Arbeitersamariterbund Germany

Zita Gurmai
President of PES Women and former MEP
for the S&D Group (MSZP, Hungary)

Seamus Jeffreson
Director of CONCORD

Agnes Jongerius
MEP for the S&D Group (PvdA, the Netherlands)

Marju Lauristin
MEP and Vice-President of the S&D Group 
(Sotsiaaldemokraatlik Erakond, Estonia)

Simone Süsskind
President of Actions in the Mediterranean

Elena Valenciano
MEP for the S&D Group (PSOE, Spain)

Published by SOLIDAR – June 2016 

And the media support of 

With the support of

Held under the patronage of the European ParliamentAbout the SOLIDAR Silver Rose Awards

Since the year 2000 the SOLIDAR Silver 
Rose Awards have been an annual ceremony 
dedicated to recognising individuals and 
organisations whose extraordinary struggles 
contribute to social justice and solidarity in 
Europe and worldwide.

Winners are sometimes well-known; others are 
simply ordinary people leading extraordinary 
lives, reaching out to the most vulnerable groups 
in their societies, advocating for their rights, 
campaigning for their needs, and providing 
essential social services. 

SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 Civil 
Society Organisations active in over 90 countries 
working to advance social justice in Europe 
and worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns 
of its member organisations to the EU and 
international institutions across the policy sectors 
of social affairs, international cooperation and 
lifelong learning. 

www.solidar.org 
@SOLIDAR_EU | #SilverRose
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NETHERLANDS
FairWork is a Dutch organisation, fighting for just and decent working 
conditions and a slavery-free Netherlands, and is represented by its 
Director, Sandra Claassen, at the Silver Rose Awards Ceremony. 
Being an environmental engineer by origin, Sandra Claassen has 
shifted her work to the issue of trafficking in human beings. She 
has worked not only in the Netherlands but also in Colombia, Latin 
America. “It is terrible that this type of modern day slavery is still 
happening nowadays, also in the Netherlands”, Sandra Claassen 
says. FairWork therefore helps the victims to claim their rights and 
move out of their exploitative situation.
www.fairwork.nu

IRAQ
Dr. Nagham Nawzat Hasan, is an Ezidi activist and gynaecologist from Iraq. 
She will be awarded for her outstanding engagement on gender equality and 
combating gender-based violence. After the 2014 takeover of the city of Sinjar 
(Shingal) by the so called Islamic State (IS), which resulted in the attempted 
genocide and massacre of thousands of Ezidi people and subsequent 
enslavement of Ezidi women, Hasan focused her efforts on rescuing and 
helping Ezidi girls and women traumatised by  IS. She provided psychological 
counselling and health screening to those rescued and able to escape. In 
March 2016, Nagham Nawzat Hasan also received the International Women of 
Courage Award, presented by US Secretary of State.

TURKEY
Uğur Güç, President of the Journalists’ Union of Turkey (TGS), 
will accept the award on behalf of his organisation, which supports 
jailed journalists and promotes solidarity between journalists in 
Turkey and abroad. This is of paramount importance in times when 
the debate on press freedom is high on the EU’s political agenda 
and journalists in Turkey and elsewhere face severe threats. Uğur 
Güç himself experienced negative consequences for his career, 
because he fought for decent working conditions. After he became 
involved in the Journalists’ Union in 2007, journalists went on 
strike at Sabah, a big Turkish newspaper, because a collective 
labour agreement was not reached. As a result, Uğur Güç was 
fired. In 2013 he became President of TGS. He now works at the 
weekly internet newspaper SOL – which means “left” in Turkish.
www.tgs.org.tr

FRANCE
La ligue de l’enseignement, a French Member 
of SOLIDAR, is also celebrating its 150 years 
of existence in 2016. Our award, which will be 
accepted by the President, Jean-Michel Ducomte, 
honours the long-standing engagement of this civic 
movement to universal access to education and 
culture in Europe and worldwide. The motto of one 
of La ligue’s founders, the politician and journalist 
Jean Macé, has always been: “ Our duty is not to 
educate voters, but to educate citizens ”. We, as 
SOLIDAR, very much agree with this educational 
and humanistic approach.
www.laligue.org

Together for Social Europe
FairWork

Organising International Solidarity – Human Rights 
Dr. Nagham Nawzat Hasan

Organising International Solidarity – Fundamental Rights 
Journalist Union of Turkey (Türkiye Gazeticiler Sendikasi, TGS)

Building Learning Societies
La ligue de l’enseignement

“ I am very pleased to see that yet another 
ceremony of the SOLIDAR Silver Rose Awards 

is about to be hosted by the European 
Parliament, recognising and rewarding tireless 

human and social rights defenders and bringing 
their involvement in civil society activities and 

their contribution to social justice and solidarity 
worldwide to the public’s attention ” 

as stated by the President of the European Parliament  
Martin Schulz  

in a letter sent to SOLIDAR on 26th May 2016


