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SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS / FEBRUARY 2014 
 
 
SECRETARIAT UPDATES  

Social Affairs Forum - meetings in 2014 

In a spirit of openness and to strengthen cooperation, we would like to give the possibility of 
participating and contributing to our meetings of partners – such as the social service providers in 
the Western Balkans – and affiliate members and have therefore restructured the Social Affairs 
Committee in the format of a Forum. These Forums will consist, besides updates on EU policies, 
networks and members, of 3 working groups: social economy working group, Social Progress 
Watch experts network and the new citizenship and volunteering working group. This is shaped 
according to our draft priorities for 2014 which will be discussed at the Forum’s first meeting on 1 
and 2 April in Brussels. 

We are looking forward to our fruitful cooperation within the Forum! 

 
Social Progress Watch Initiative – Follow-up and next steps  
 
On 27 November, SOLIDAR launched the Social Progress Watch Initiative at an event in the 
European Parliament with MEPs Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D, Germany), Alejandro Cercas (S&D, 
Spain), and Josef Weidenholzer (S&D, Austria - SOLIDAR President) and SOLIDAR member 
Arbeiterwohlfahrt (AWO).  
 
The Social Progress Watch is a monitoring tool to evaluate progress made towards a 
more social and cohesive Europe within the framework of the European Semester. The tool - 
developed with SOLIDAR members and partners - provides an analysis of Member States’ 
performances in promoting quality employment, active inclusion, social cohesion, non-formal and 
informal learning, equality and solidarity and will offer concrete recommendations to the European 
Institutions and Member States involved in the European Semester on how 
spur social consolidation in the European Union.   

The monitoring tool is based on six benchmarks corresponding to the policy priorities needed - in 

our view - to make concrete steps towards realising social progress in the EU: fighting 

unemployment (and in particular youth unemployment) through the promotion of inclusive and 

quality employment as well as fair mobility; improving access to healthcare and 

quality social services for all as well as quality employment in the healthcare and social sector; 

promoting access and participation in lifelong learning, with a particular focus on non-formal and 

informal learning; promoting, reinforcing and support social economy; strengthening active 

citizenship and volunteering for social cohesion; fighting discrimination and social exclusion.  

http://www.solidar.org/


  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 NGOs active in over 90 countries working to advance social justice in Europe and 
worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns of its member organisations to the EU and international institutions across the 
policy sectors social affairs, international cooperation and lifelong learning. For more info www.solidar.org 

2 
 

Monitoring templates were sent to members and partners in the following countries: Austria, 

Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Spain, Sweden, Netherlands and UK.  

Next steps 
 

 A summary report including the information collected within the country monitoring 

templates will be available by mid-February.  

 First findings of the Social Progress Watch initiative will be discussed with members during 

the next Social Affairs Forum on 1 and 2 April  

 Presentation of SOLIDAR publication on mid-term review of the EU 2020 Strategy during 

a roundtable in the European Parliament on 2 April 

SOLIDAR launches new social economy cooperation programme 
 
On 29 January SOLIDAR members met in Brussels to launch our new cooperation programme that 
will advocate our common vision of a strong social economy at EU level. Together, we developed 
a framework paper (‘manifesto’) that highlights the important role of the social economy as an 
essential pillar of the European social model and that was agreed on by all members present. 
Social economy actors promote the quality of living together, improve the daily lives of many people 
and guarantee a stable environment for our social system. They share a set of characteristics that 
clearly distinguish them from profit seeking private businesses: the prioritisation of social and/or 
environmental objectives in the framework of the general interest over financial profit; the 
development of social innovation; democratic control by their members etc. 
 
Within our cooperation programme we will now develop a common roadmap of actions to further 
strengthen the role and the development of the social economy at EU level. Based on this roadmap, 
SOLIDAR will make the difference between a merely business orientated approach and a 
sustainable approach concretely contributing to active inclusion. 
 
Next steps 
 
In our next Social economy working group in the framework of the Social Affairs Forum on 1/2 April 
we will follow-up on the road map, collect national case studies and brainstorm on actions regarding 
the ratification of the Public Procurement Directive. Furthermore, we will plan our activities for the 
upcoming half year and the necessary steps to take. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POLICY UPDATES  
 
New EU Directive: towards a more socially responsible public procurement 
 

http://www.solidar.org/


  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 NGOs active in over 90 countries working to advance social justice in Europe and 
worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns of its member organisations to the EU and international institutions across the 
policy sectors social affairs, international cooperation and lifelong learning. For more info www.solidar.org 

3 
 

On 15 January, the European Parliament adopted a new Directive on public procurement. 
SOLIDAR welcomes the updated legislative framework which simplifies the rules for the provision 
of social, health and other services provided directly to the person in Europe and provides more 
legal clarity on the application of the rules. 
 
SOLIDAR is pleased that this framework puts a focus on qualitative aspects such as social, 
innovative and environmental considerations, including accessibility, qualification of the staff, 
production process or delivery conditions and will allow public authorities to give preference to 
bidders that offer better working conditions to their workers, favour the integration of disadvantaged 
workers, and offer sustainably produced goods. 
 
The new provisions establish that public authorities have to evaluate tenders using the most 
economically advantageous tender (MEAT) criterion, which is determined on the basis of the price 
or cost but may also include the best price-quality ratio using qualitative, environmental and social 
criteria. We welcome the shift towards qualitative criteria which could ensures a bigger leeway for 
public authorities to organise public procurement in a sustainable manner with a focus on quality 
services instead of the cheapest offer. However, regrettably, the way in which MEAT is defined 
within the new directive will in fact allow contracting authorities to purchase on the basis of the 
cheapest option only. Thus, we call on Member States to make the consideration of qualitative and 
social aspects compulsory when implementing the new provisions. 
 
Regarding the procurement of services in the social and healthcare sector, SOLIDAR welcomes 
the recognition of the specific characteristics of social, health and other services provided directly 
to the person and the application of a lighter regime to the regular procurement procedures for 
these services. Providers of social, health and other services provided directly to the person play 
an important role in the delivery of qualitative, inclusive and affordable services while contributing 
to social inclusion and cohesion. 
 
In the new directives, Member States may reserve certain procurement contracts to social economy 
operators which at first sight is a very positive development. SOLIDAR regrets nevertheless that 
such reserved contracts may not be awarded twice in a row to the same social economy actor 
which might pose obstacles to the continuity of service provision. 
 
Member States now have two years to implement the new provisions and show their commitment 
to make strategic use of public procurement for social and environmental policy goals as well to 
make tangible steps towards the promotion of a stronger social Europe improving access to and 
quality employment in the healthcare and social sector. 
 
 
Social dimension of the European Semester  
 
On 22 and 23 January the European Parliament’s Employment and Social Affairs committee 
(EMPL) stressed the importance to develop actions to tackle unemployment and the social 
consequences of the crisis within the economic policy coordination processes undertaken by the 
European institutions. SOLIDAR welcomes the initiative as it is in line with our demands for a policy 
change that puts more focus on social consolidation and on the social policy priorities of the Europe 
2020 Strategy. 

http://www.solidar.org/
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On 22 January, during an interparliamentary committee meeting organised in the framework of the 

European Parliamentary Week, MEPs exchanged their views with members of national parliaments 

on the importance to strengthen the social dimension of the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) 

as well as to focus on social and employment aspects when developing country specific 

recommendations within the European Semester process. In particular, MEP Sergio Guttiérez 

Prieto (S&D, ES), rapporteur of the report on the Employment and Social Aspects in the Annual 

Growth Survey 2014 among others, called for the need to strengthen the democratic legitimacy of 

the European Semester by improving the involvement of the Parliament in the overall process as 

well as the involvement of social partners and civil society members at all levels in the design and 

implementation of National Reforms Programmes. 

On 23 January, the initiative report on the Employment and Social Aspects in the Annual Growth 

Survey 2014 was finally voted during the EMPL Committee meeting. SOLIDAR strongly supports 

the demand for the European Commission to ensure that social aspects are considered at the same 

level as economic ones by strengthening the binding role of the social scoreboard – included in the 

AGS – and to take urgent actions to fight youth unemployment, improve access to social services 

and participation in lifelong learning opportunities and promote the sociall economy model. In 

SOLIDAR’s view, promoting quality employment and strengthening social consolidation should be 

the EU’s priority, in line with the Europe 2020 Strategy, as also highlighted in our briefing ‘European 

Semester 2014: Ensure Social Progress’. This is why we have set up the Social Progress Watch 

Initiative, a tool to monitor and evaluate progress made towards a more social and cohesive 

Europe. 

 
New programming period for EU funds 2014-2020 started 
 
As the new programming period 2014-2020 for the EU’s structural and investment funds has just 
started, the European Social Funds (ESF) with a budget of 76 billion Euro will focus on professional 
(employment) and social inclusion and is meant to support the achievement of the Europe 2020 
strategy. 20% of the ESF budget are earmarked in each country for social inclusion and the fund 
will also support the implementation of the European Youth Guarantee. This is a big step forward. 
From now on, the ESF will be able to support projects that tackle the root causes of poverty and 
not simply projects aimed at labour market participation. This is vital for ensuring European funds 
can help people affected by poverty who are far from the labour market like disabled people, 
migrants and the elderly.  
 
The partnership principle which is regulated for this new programming period by a European Code 
of Conduct on Partnership needs to be implemented at member state level and monitored at EU-
level. This code stipulates transparency in selection of partners, adequate information and timing, 
capacity building and support for platforms for mutual learning and best practice exchange. To 
achieve its aim of an improved consultation, participation and dialogue, the Commission and the 
managing authorities in the member states need to involve a broad variety of partners from the 
very beginning and the quality of partnerships needs to be measured against clear indicators. As 
civil society organisations and social economy actors have a direct outreach towards the target 
groups of the ESF, they can add real value to the designing, implementing and monitoring of the 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201401/20140116ATT77682/20140116ATT77682EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2013/2158(INI)
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/62_spwi_baseline.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/62_spwi_baseline.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/Active-Inclusion-Social-Progress.html
http://www.solidar.org/Active-Inclusion-Social-Progress.html
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/what/future/pdf/preparation/da_code%20of%20conduct_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/what/future/pdf/preparation/da_code%20of%20conduct_en.pdf
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ESF. We have to bear in mind that this process will take time to become a qualitative tool to improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of the ESF.  
 
All in all the ESF in the new programming period is an excellent example of what we as SOLIDAR 
can be proud of and what we have achieved together with other social NGOs through campaigning, 
cooperating, advocating and working closely with allies and partners in the European Parliament 
and Commission: earmarking of 20% for social inclusion, 23% (and not the 25% requested) for 
structural funding in EU-budget, partnership principle and preventing from conditionality rules which 
would double punish those countries suffering from austerity policies. 
The ESF reaches out to more than 15 million people every year and is therefore probably the EU 
tool with the biggest impact on the daily life of its citizens.  
 
 
 
PROJECTS AND ALLIANCES  
 
PESSIS II project kicked-off  
 
The project PESSIS 2 "Promoting employers’ social services organisations in social dialogue" in 
which SOLIDAR is involved, kicked-off in january. Focusing on the social and economic role of the 
social services sector, the project is a follow up of the PESSIS project and represents the second 
step of a process aiming at establishing a representative platform for employers in the social 
services sector at European level. SOLIDAR members AWO (Germany) and Volkshilfe (Austria) 
are also involved in the project and will lead discussions at national level on the promotion of social 
services providers’ involvement in social dialogue and collective bargaining. 
 

“Improving the Provision of Social Service Delivery in South East Europe through the 

Empowerment of National and Regional CSO Networks” project 

On 9 and 10 December, the regional network meeting “Promoting active inclusion and social 

cohesion in Western Balkan” organised by ASB South East Europe, Social Inclusion and Poverty 

Unit Serbia, Foundation for European Progressive Studies (FEPS) and SOLIDAR took place in 

Belgrade, bringing together 50 social service providers. During the meeting, the baseline study 

“Comparative Analysis of the Role of Civil Society in Providing Social Welfare Services in the 

Western Balkans” has been presented and, additionally, a new network of social service 

providers in the region has been established. 

The study has been created as part of the project “Improving the Provision of Social Service 

Delivery in South East Europe through the Empowerment of National and Regional CSO Networks” 

funded by the European Commission’s Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA). It presents 

the legal and institutional framework for the provision of social welfare services by non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) and the role of the NGOs in providing social welfare services 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Croatia, Kosovo and Serbia. The general conclusions 

and recommendations outlined in the baseline study build upon the report on Active Inclusion in 

the Western Balkans developed by SOLIDAR and partners like ASB (Germany), Educational 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/Promoting-Employers-Social,623.html
http://www.awo.org/
http://www.volkshilfe.at/cms/cms.php
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/baseline_study_csf_-_eng.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/baseline_study_csf_-_eng.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/declaration_of_principles_v051202013.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/declaration_of_principles_v051202013.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/doc/final_agenda_regional_network_meeting_update_7_dec_2013.doc
http://www.solidar.org/Improving-the-Provision-of-Social.html
http://www.solidar.org/Improving-the-Provision-of-Social.html
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/59_activeinclusionwb.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/59_activeinclusionwb.pdf
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Centre (Serbia), Lokalna Inicijativa Razvoja (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Organization for Civil 

Initiatives (Croatia), Centre for Legal Aid and Regional Development (Kosovo), and SOS Telephone 

(Montenegro). 

 
INNOSERV project concluded 
 
On 29 January the final conference of the research project INNOSERV - in which SOLIDAR is a 
partner - took place in Paris. Over the last two years, the project partners that included academic 
researchers and European NGOs worked together to define and explore innovation in the social 
service sector with the final aim of setting a research agenda for positive developments in social 
services across Europe. As also stated by Dr. Prof. Johannes Eurich (project coordinator) during 
the final conference, “the research focused on social service innovations which help to improve 
people’s life and promote a fair and sustainable model of society in times of rapid social changes”. 
In line with this perspective, SOLIDAR considers innovation not an aim in itself but one of the means 
to enhance social progress and to improve the delivery of affordable and high-quality social 
services, which are crucial for developing social cohesion, realising social inclusion and 
safeguarding the fundamental rights of individual service users. Working with academic 
researchers and other European networks in this project was a valuable opportunity for SOLIDAR 
to improve our knowledge about social innovation – which is currently a buzz-word in EU social 
policies – as well as to contribute to shape the future of research in social services, embracing the 
evidence-based experiences of our member organisations working in the sector.  
 
 
European Year of Citizens 2013 concluded 
 
The closing conference of the European Year of Citizens took place in December in Vilnius. 
SOLIDAR has been actively contributing and Secretary General Conny Reuter addressed to the 
plenary on behalf of the Alliance on the value of civil dialogue. The recommendations prepared by 
the EYCA to which SOLIDAR contributed to a great extent – were handed over by the Alliance 
Chair Jean-Marc Roirant to Viviane Reding, Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights and 
Citizenship, who committed to take them into consideration in the preparation of the final report for 
this European Year published by the European Commission. 
Strengthening active citizenship and volunteering is an important component of the SOLIDAR work. 
We believe that people’s empowerment and social engagement such as volunteering are crucial 
aspects of the creation of a more cohesive society in which every individual can fully participate in 
realising her/his own potential and contributing to the well-being of their communities. An open and 
inclusive society, providing room for all to participate in decision making processes, is necessary 
to increase social cohesion and to advance the values of solidarity, social justice and social 
responsibilities. Thus SOLIDAR was very happy to participate in the work of the EYCA during 2013 
and will continue to actively contribute to the implementation of the recommendations in 2014 when 
– as announced by Commission President Barroso – the European Year on Active Citizenship will 
continue. 
 
 
Negotiating Improvements for working Carers of Adults (NICA) project started 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/Innovative-Social-Services,618.html
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On 23 and 24 January the first meeting of the steering group of the NICA project met in London to 
start the project which will run until November 2014. The aim of this project is to conduct basic initial 
research into the needs of working carers and examples of existing good practice and to equip 
union representatives with training, guidance, materials and support to enable them to bargain for 
better reconciliation of their work and their duties as carers. Tools for better reconciliation can be: 
leave arrangements, Hours reductions, work adjustments and flexibility in work practices, carer 
health and well-being/ occupational health services, awareness and understanding of supervisors 
and colleagues, care related supports etc. 
Beside background research by Eurofound used in the early stages of the project to focus 
discussion, the key aspect will be to gain insights from the project's participating organisations. 
There will then be a series of round table discussions in partner countries in which packages of 
practical needs, issues, benefit possibilities and negotiating strategies will be examined 
Further work will then be done to synthesise the outcomes of these round tables in a training course 
and materials to help shape unions' bargaining objectives and negotiation of changes in conditions 
for working carers. The final conference is foreseen for October in Brussels and will be organized 
by the SOLIDAR secretariat. 
 
 
NEXT MEETINGS OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM IN 2014 
 

 1 - 2 April (Brussels) including: 
o Social Progress Watch experts meeting 
o Social economy working group 
o Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
o Round table on the Social Progress Watch Initiative  
o Round table on the social dimension of EU enlargement  

 

 3 – 4 June (location to be announced) 

 12 – 13 November (Brussels) 
 

 
OTHER EVENTS 
 

 3 March (Vienna): PESSIS 2 Focus group organised by Volkshilfe  

 4 April (Vienna): PESSIS 2 Roundtable organised by Volkshilfe  

 7 April (Brussels): Study visit at SOLIDAR offices of the DEJEPS group (CEMEA) 

 19 May (Brussels) : Conference on social innovation organised by DG Employment 

 
 
 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS / MARCH 2014 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
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SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
Together for social Europe – SOLIDAR members launch common programme 
for social justice in Europe 
 
Our first Social Affairs Forum 2014 has just finished. For the first time, also partners and affiliate 
members of SOLIDAR participated in a 2-day meeting in Brussels. On 1 April we hosted two 
roundtables in the European Parliament and on 2 April we had our 3 working groups: social 
economy working group, Social Progress Watch experts’ network and the new citizenship and 
volunteering working group.  

During a very active 2-day SOLIDAR Social Affairs 
Forum on 1 and 2 April, more than 30 participants from 
more than 20 member and partner organisations met 
in Brussels to launch our new “Together for social 
Europe” programme. 

We started our Forum meeting on 1 April with a round 

table  on ‘The social dimension of EU Enlargement’ 

organized by the IRIS Network, SOLIDAR, ASB South 

East Europe (SEE) and FEPS  involving MEPs Knut 

Fleckenstein, Maria Eleni Koppa and Marino 

Baldini and representatives of DGs Employment and Social Affairs and Enlargement. The main 

questions for the debate concerned the latest developments since the adoption of the EP resolution 

on enlargement (based on the report of MEP Maria Eleni Koppa) in 2013 which highlighted the 

neglect of the social dimension of the EU enlargement process. Participants from the IRIS Network 

highlighted measures that are needed to be put in place, in order to strengthen the social dimension 

of the EU Enlargement process and to enhance the socio-economic transformation of candidate 

countries. And good practices were presented that showcase how civil society organizations are 

working to advance social cohesion and active inclusion in the Balkan. In addition, the IRIS 

Network’s book “Comparative Analysis of the Role of Civil Society in Providing Social Welfare 

Services in the Western Balkans” was presented. 

In the afternoon the round table on “Ensuring social progress: National recommendations for 

achieving Europe 2020” took place in the European Parliament where our members presented their 

first findings of a consultation in 12 Member States within the Social Progress Watch Initiative as 

well as national recommendations to reach the EU 2020 employment, social and education targets. 

The round table provided for timely and valuable input to the current debate on the mid-term review 

of the EU 2020-Strategy. Decision makers from the European Parliament, the Commission, the 

Economic and Social Committee and the Trade Unions stressed in their interventions the 

importance of reinforced efforts at national and EU level to reach the EU 2020 headline targets. 

The overarching integrated approach of the EU 2020-Strategy needs to be maintained to achieve 

inclusive, smart and sustainable growth. The divergence within the EU is a political time bomb 

which decreases the credibility of the EU institutions. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/The-social-dimension-of-EU.html
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/baseline_study_csf_-_eng.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/baseline_study_csf_-_eng.pdf
http://solidar.org/Round-table-Ensuring-social.html
http://solidar.org/Round-table-Ensuring-social.html
http://solidar.org/Active-Inclusion-Social-Progress.html
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At the event SOLIDAR also publicly launched the new briefing “Europe 2020: How to spur social 

progress for a more inclusive Europe?” 

On the second day of our Social Affairs Forum, SOLIDAR members and partners discussed current 
topics of common interest, such as the European Elections, and then decided on our common work 
programme for this year in the frame work of the EaSI programme. The Employment and Social 
Innovation (EaSI) programme is a financing instrument at EU level to promote a high level of quality 
and sustainable employment, guaranteeing adequate and decent social protection, combating 
social exclusion and poverty and improving working conditions. SOLIDAR has been granted - for 
the first time - funding from EaSI within a 4-years-cooperation programme, which allows us to 
launch “Together for social Europe (T4SE): Investment in social innovation and quality 
employment”. 

Due to growing divergence between and inside Member States regarding the social situation and 
the access to economic, social and cultural rights, healthcare and social services become crucial 
promoters of social cohesion and active inclusion. To that end, SOLIDAR proposed to work 
“together for a social Europe” and promote investment in social innovation and quality employment 
as a way to tackle inequality and achieve social justice in line with the EU’s policy objectives. 

SOLIDAR is committed to setting-up national EU strategy groups and a high-level transnational 
advocacy committee; developing thematic publications on EU policies; disseminating factsheets 
and email updates on ongoing decision-making processes; assessing national developments and 
publishing national progress updates; organising European conferences and European and 
national expert roundtables; setting-up an EU Training Academy and an online resource center for 
staff and volunteers; organising good practice study visits; developing national desk studies and 
case studies to showcase social realities; and publish an online knowledge hub. 

In 2014, SOLIDAR will focus within the mentioned activities on: 

 Promoting innovation in the social service and social economy sector to provide effective 
responses to the new and unmet needs of the most vulnerable groups – in particular NEETs – and 
make progress in empowering individuals, reducing early school leaving and promoting quality job 
activation.  

 Promoting the attractiveness of the social and healthcare sector through the improvement of 
working conditions and “talent management”, the adaptation of workplaces, as well as skills and 
competence recognition, and promotion of vocational education training and further learning 
opportunities. 

Our mission is clear, now it’s time to act “Together for social Europe”! 

Pictures of the SAF can be found here: https://www.flickr.com/photos/31689406@N05/ 

 

SOLIDAR Social Progress Watch Initiative expert network  

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/65_eu2020-2.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/65_eu2020-2.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/31689406@N05/
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The Social Progress Watch is a monitoring tool to evaluate progress made towards a 
more social and cohesive Europe. The tool - developed with SOLIDAR members and partners - 
provides an analysis of Member States’ performances in promoting quality employment, active 
inclusion, social cohesion, non-formal and informal learning, equality and solidarity and offers 
concrete recommendations on how spur social consolidation to the European Institutions and 
Member States involved in the European Semester as well as other policy processes having an 
impact on the social, employment and education developments in the EU.  

The monitoring tool is based on six benchmarks corresponding to the policy priorities needed - in 

our view - to make concrete steps towards realising social progress in the EU: fighting 

unemployment (and in particular youth unemployment) through the promotion of inclusive and 

quality employment as well as fair mobility; improving access to healthcare and 

quality social services for all as well as quality employment in the healthcare and social sector; 

promoting access and participation in lifelong learning, with a particular focus on non-formal and 

informal learning; promoting, reinforcing and support social economy; strengthening active 

citizenship and volunteering for social cohesion; fighting discrimination and social exclusion.  

In December 2013, the Social Progress Watch Initiative was launched in the European Parliament 

and the first monitoring phase was carried out in a first phase in 12 EU Member States, namely: 

Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Spain, Sweden, the 

Netherlands and the United Kingdom. 

The information collected in this first monitoring phase have been elaborated by SOLIDAR 
Secretariat to produce a briefing paper providing evidence-based recommendations on the 
direction to be taken by the European institutions in order to achieve the social objectives of 
Europe 2020. The briefing paper has been presented during the round table on 1 April in the 
European Parliament.  
 
 
Next steps 

 The Social Progress Watch Initiative will be extend to other three countries: Portugal, 

Romania and Serbia. 

 Starting from the country profiles included in the briefing paper, specific recommendations 

will be developed with SOLIDAR members and partners 

 During the next SAF in June, the benchmarks included in the monitoring tool will be 

discussed with members and partners in order to develop more specific sub-indicators.  

 
SOLIDAR Social economy working group 
 
After a first fruitful meeting of the Social economy working group on 29 January where SOLIDAR 
members launched our new cooperation programme, our common framework paper (‘manifesto’) 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/65_eu2020-2.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/64_briefing_social_economy.pdf
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has been developed. It highlights the important role of the social economy as an essential pillar of 
the European social model. Social economy actors promote the quality of living together, improve 
the daily lives of many people and guarantee a stable environment for our social system. They 
share a set of characteristics that clearly distinguish them from profit seeking private businesses: 
the prioritisation of social and/or environmental objectives in the framework of the general interest 
over financial profit; the development of social innovation; democratic control by their members etc. 
The paper has been officially published at the beginning of March. 
 
During the second meeting of the WG on 2 April, we discussed our factsheet on the Social 
Investment Package and Humanitas invited the SAF members to a field visit on 3 June in 
Amsterdam where case studies on innovative social economy initiatives will be presented by our 
members and partners.  
 
 
Next steps 
 
Besides the field visit on 3 June, we will discuss strategy and actions for the upcoming six months 
in our next Social economy working group on 4 June in Amsterdam. Furthermore, we will discuss 
the changing social policy background and implications on the daily work of our members and 
brainstorm on actions regarding the ratification of the Public Procurement Directive. Another topic 
for discussions will be new ways of financing social services. 
 
 
Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
 
During the SAF on 2 April, SOLIDAR members and partners shared information about initiatives 
undertaken in the area of promoting active citizenship and volunteering for social cohesion. The 
policy recommendations developed in the framework of the European Year of Citizens 2013 were 
discussed and participants brainstormed about the idea of organising an initiative to promote and 
evaluate the implementations of these recommendations. 
 
Next steps 
 

 In the framework of the FIC project on real democracy a training academy will be 
organised on 10-12 June offering to volunteers a platform to be trained by lobbyist and 
policy makers. 

 In December, a conference will be organised in Brussels to make an evaluation of the EY 
2013 one year later 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
Enforcement Directive concerning the posting of workers adopted: Member 
States must put an end to exploitation of workers  
 
On 27 February, a deal on the Enforcement Directive concerning the posting of workers has been 
reached. The new directive provides the means for Member States to put an end to exploitation 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/64_briefing_social_economy.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/188924389/It-s-about-Us-It-s-about-Europe-Towards-Democratic-European-Citizenship
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and abuse of posted workers as Member States can better enforce workers’ rights, put an end to 
illegal so-called letter box companies and terminate bogus self-employment. Now it’s up to the 
Member States to stop the exploitation of posted workers. 
 
Workers can be posted to another Member State for a limited time by their employer, for example 
construction workers from Germany being sent to France for the delivery of services for a couple 
of months. Poland (228,000 workers per year in 2011), Germany (227,000) and France (144,000) 
are the main sending countries in the EU. Germany (311,000 workers per year in 2011), France 
(162,000), Belgium (125,000) and the Netherlands (106,000) are the major receiving countries. 
 
With the help of this directive, some forms of abuse and circumvention could be avoided referring 
to real posted workers. But the main problem of different levels of working standards will 
remain. The attraction of setting up letter-box-companies, bogus self-employment, agency 
work and undeclared work with the aim of paying only the minimum standard instead of 
equal pay still remains. A comprehensive solution to this problem is only possible through a real 
change of the original directive on posting of workers. 
 
Every day, workers across Europe are suffering undeserving working conditions, the disrespect of 
their social and labour rights and exploitation. Illegal posting happens every day and needs to come 
to an end. Since 1999, when the Decent Work concept was launched by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), SOLIDAR has been working together with its members, partners 
and allies to promote decent work for a decent life for all. The main elements of decent work 
are employment creation, workers’ rights, social protection and social dialogue. 
 
SOLIDAR is calling on Member States to ensure strict controls both in the sending country 
as well as in the receiving country to grant best possible protection of workers’ rights. We 
regret that the list of administrative and control measures which can be applied by the Member 
State is not an open list and SOLIDAR would have preferred that Members States could apply the 
control measures they deem appropriate as has been suggested by the European Parliament. Now 
it is up to the Parliament to vote on this deal – however on the basis of the COREPER proposals. 
 
 
Mid-term review Europe 2020  
 
The EC is “taking stock” of progress made so far since the launch of the EU 2020 strategy in 2010. 
SOLIDAR regrets the political choice not to draw any conclusions nor to give any recommendations 
and to purely take account of the current situation. And the situation is disastrous. The target of 
lifting 20 million people out of poverty and social inclusion is out of reach; the number of people at 
risk of poverty might remain close to 100 million by 2020. Unemployment levels remain high with 
an increase in the level of structural unemployment with far reaching consequences not only for 
the economy, but also for the political and social fabric of the EU. SOLIDAR welcomes nevertheless 
the EC’s hindsight that the crisis has demonstrated the need for effective social protection systems. 
 
In order to fight inequalities and to spur social cohesion, SOLIDAR calls upon the European 
Commission and the other European institutions to be promoters of a policy change: social, 
sustainable and inclusive investment instead of austerity. Redistribution of welfare, access to 
social services and education and poverty-fighting policies are urgently needed. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/europe2020stocktaking_en.zip
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In-depth review of macro-economic imbalances 
 
Issued annually by the EC as part of the Macroeconomic Imbalances Procedure (MIP), the 
communication on the IDRs sets priorities for further policy actions to prevent and correct 
imbalances and strengthen the EU’s economic governance. The communication states that the 
economic recovery is gaining ground but challenges remain. It further highlights that the risks 
associated with excessive macroeconomic imbalances concern the ability of Member States to 
generate strong sustainable growth and to create jobs and put the accent on the need to bring 
down the unacceptably high levels of unemployment in many parts of Europe. On the basis of the 
main findings of the IDRs, the EC is proposing, among other things, to strengthen domestic demand 
and fight tax injustice in Germany, work on structural reforms and fiscal consolidation in France 
and Italy and continue the orderly deleveraging and structural reforms in Spain. 
 
Although unemployment is considered as one of the main challenges to be addressed, in 
SOLIDAR’s view the ‘recipe’ suggested by the EC to recover Member States’ economies focuses 
continuously on fiscal consolidation, reduction of public debt and strengthening of domestic 
demand. SOLIDAR regrets that the negative social consequences of certain one-sided 
austerity measures put in place by Member States have not been acknowledged in this 
document.  
 
In SOLIDAR’s view, a focus on economic growth alone does not reduce social inequalities. 
Therefore, SOLIDAR calls for a new growth pattern based on social, sustainable and inclusive 
investment, better use of social expenditures as economic stabilisers and poverty preventing 
policies in order to restore the European Social model. The social, education and employment 
targets of the EU 2020 Strategy will only be reached if we focus on the social dimension of the EU 
by strengthening social cohesion, raising social standards, improving job quality and security, 
reinforcing social dialogue, promoting the social economy as a driver of inclusive growth and spur 
social progress. 
It’s time for social consolidation. European citizens judge the EU not by its policy papers 
but by its impact on their daily lives. 

PROJECTS AND ALLIANCES  
 
PESSIS II project: national focus groups started working  
 
The project PESSIS 2 "Promoting employers’ social services organisations in social dialogue" in 
which SOLIDAR is involved and which was kicked-off in January, is in full swing now. 
Focusing on the social and economic role of the social services sector, the project is a follow up of 
the PESSIS project and represents the second step of a process aiming at establishing a 
representative platform for employers in the social services sector at European level. SOLIDAR 
members AWO (Germany) and Volkshilfe (Austria) are leading discussions at national level on the 
promotion of social services providers’ involvement in social dialogue and collective bargaining. On 
26 March, AWO organised a first national focus group meeting in Gelsenkirchen which will be 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/economic_governance/documents/2014-03-05_in-depth_reviews_communication_en.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/Promoting-Employers-Social,623.html
http://www.awo.org/
http://www.volkshilfe.at/cms/cms.php
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followed by a round table discussion on 12 May in Berlin. Volkshilfe is organising its roundtable on 
28 April in Vienna. 
 
 
Negotiating Improvements for working Carers of Adults (NICA) project running  
 
After the first meeting of the steering group of the NICA project on 23 and 24 January in London to 
start the project, the next meeting is planned for 27 and 28 May. The aim of this project is to conduct 
basic initial research into the needs of working carers and examples of existing good practice and 
to equip union representatives with training, guidance, materials and support to enable them to 
bargain for better reconciliation of their work and their duties as carers. Tools for better 
reconciliation can be: leave arrangements, Hours reductions, work adjustments and flexibility in 
work practices, carer health and well-being/ occupational health services, awareness and 
understanding of supervisors and colleagues, care related supports etc. 
 
 
Strategic Transition for Youth Labour in Europe  
 
On 31 March and 1 April SOLIDAR participated in the kick off meeting of the research project 
Strategic Transition for Youth Labour in Europe, aiming at examining the obstacles and 
opportunities affecting youth employment in Europe. This project is managed by the University of 
Brighton together with 24 universities throughout Europe. SOLIDAR is part of the Consortium 
Advisory Network, along with the ILO, OECD, Business Europe, ETUI, OSE and Eurofound. 
On the basis of the results of EU funded past projects i.e. “Decent work for European youth – active 
methods and best practices” SOLIDAR as the project advisor, raised the points on the need for 
fighting youth unemployment and precarious work and to raise awareness on right at work. 
 

NEXT MEETINGS OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM IN 2014 
 

 3 – 4 June (Amsterdam) including: 
o Social Progress Watch experts meeting 
o Social economy working group 
o Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
o Field visit with Humanitas  

 

 12 – 13 November (Brussels) 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 28 April (Vienna): PESSIS 2 Roundtable organised by Volkshilfe  

 28 April (Brussels): Conference on health and safety at work organised by DG 
Employment 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.style-research.eu/
http://www.solidar.org/Fighting-Youth-Unemployment-and.html
http://www.solidar.org/Raising-Awareness-on-Rights-at.html
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 19/20 May (Brussels): Conference on social innovation organised by DG Employment 

 25 May (Berlin): PESSIS 2 Roundtable organised by AWO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS / APRIL 2014 
 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
Together for Social Europe  

http://www.solidar.org/
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During our 2-day SOLIDAR Social Affairs Forum on 1 and 2 April, over30 participants from more 
than 20 member- and partner organisations met in Brussels to launch our new “Together for social 
Europe” programme.  

Our next Social Affairs Forum will take place on 3 and 4 June in Amsterdam.  

Tuesday, 3 June:  

As vast and major social policy changes are being prepared and implemented in the Netherlands 
in the field of care, social support and youth care which have important and radical consequences 
for local municipalities, clients, social service providers and on civil society, we would like to discuss 
with you possible ways to approach these challenges collectively.  

Furthermore, we will showcase Humanitas’ activities with close cooperation between our 
volunteers (informal care/social support) and actors in formal care/social support to discuss 
conditions, possibilities and risks.  

Wednesday, 4 June:  

Our regular Social Affairs Forum subdivided into four working groups will take place: Social 
economy working group, Social Progress Watch Initiative expert network, Volunteering and Active 
citizenship working group and the operation and implementation of the EaSI programme. 

 

Draft programme 3 June: 

morning Arrival 

10.30-11.00 Welcome, coffee and registration 
 

11.00-11.10 Opening by Eva Scholte (General Director Humanitas) 
and Conny Reuter (Secretary General, SOLIDAR) 
 

11.10-11.45 Overview of social policy developments in the field of social 
economy, care, social support and youth care in the Netherlands: 
backgrounds, aims and consequences for all stake holders  
 
An introduction by Mr. Rob de Boer, policy officer Association of 
Dutch local Municipalities and the “Transition Office” 
 

11.45 – 12.45 Q&A, discussion 
 

12.45 – 13.30 
 

Lunch 

13.30 – 15.00 Parallel sessions on 3 or 4 specific Humanitas-activities. 

http://www.solidar.org/
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Focus on the (dis-)advantages of the intensive cooperation between 
formal and professional care/support and informal care/support 
(such as volunteering). 
 

15.00 – 15.30 
 

Coffee break 

15.30 – 16.15 
 

Plenary session to collect and discuss impressions  

16.15 – 16.45 
 

Conclusions  

16.45 – 17.00 
 

Walk to boat  

17.00 – 18.30 Boat trip to the venue of the dinner 

Draft programme 4 June: 

 
Social Affairs Forum  
 
Chair: Rudi Frick 

09:30 Welcome and coffee 

10:00 

Updates: policy developments, networks and members  
- Latest EU policy developments 
- Reports from networks (Social Services Europe, Social Platform...) 
- Members’ updates 

11.00 

 
Social Economy Working Group 

- Follow-up on the field visit (André) 
- Presentation of national case studies (members) 
- Presentation of Belgrade Declaration (Gordan) 
- Discussion on new ways of financing social services (preparation of 

Training Academy in autumn) (Anna) 
- Activities in upcoming half year (Eva) 
- Agreement next steps (Eva) 

 

12.00 

 
Social Progress Watch Expert Network 

- Presentation of the results of feedback tables completed by national 
members (Elsa) 

- Discussion on the benchmarks included in the monitoring tool in order 
to develop more specific sub-indicators (members) 

- Activities in upcoming half year (Elsa) 
- Agreement on next steps (Elsa) 

http://www.solidar.org/
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13.00 Lunch 

14.00 

 
Volunteering/active citizenship Working Group 

- Information on the training academy on 10-12 June (Dijana) 
- Brainstorm on common strategy in this policy area (Piotr) 
- Activities in upcoming half year 
- Agreement next steps 

 

14.45 

 
Operationalisation of the EaSI Programme (Eva) 

- Planning and deliverables 2014 
- Finance and administration 

 

16:00 End of the meeting  

 

The event will be held in English. For organisational purposes we ask you to register at 
http://solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=58 before 16 May 2014. 

 

SOLIDAR Social Progress Watch Initiative expert network  
 
The Social Progress Watch is a monitoring tool to evaluate progress made towards our goal of a 
more social and cohesive Europe. The tool - developed with SOLIDAR members and partners - 
provides an analysis of Member States’ performances in promoting quality employment, active 
inclusion, social cohesion, non-formal and informal learning, equality and solidarity and offers 
concrete recommendations on how to spur social consolidation to the European Institutions and 
Member States involved in the European Semester as well as other policy processes that have an 
impact on the social-, employment- and educational developments in the EU.  

In December 2013, the Social Progress Watch Initiative was launched in the European Parliament 

and the first monitoring phase was carried out as a first phase in 12 EU Member States, namely: 

Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Spain, Sweden, the 

Netherlands and the United Kingdom. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=58
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The information collected in this first monitoring phase has been analysed and elaborated on by 
the SOLIDAR Secretariat to produce a briefing paper that provides evidence-based 
recommendations on the direction that should be taken by the European institutions in order to 
achieve the social objectives of Europe 2020. The briefing paper has been presented during the 
round table on 1 April in the European Parliament.  
 
During the SAF on 2 April, members and partners discussed the evidence-based recommendations 
provided in the briefing paper and made suggestions to make them more specific. On the basis of 
this discussion, after the meeting national feedback tables were prepared by SOLIDAR 
Secretariat and sent back to members asking for assessment and complemention of the national 
recommendations defined in the above mentioned briefing. 
 
 
Next steps 

 In May SOLIDAR Secretariat will collect members input toward the national feedback 

tables that were sent to national experts in mid-April.  

 By June, the Social Progress Watch Initiative will be extended to three more countries: 

Portugal, Romania and Serbia. 

 During the next SAF on 4 June, the benchmarks included in the monitoring tool will be 

discussed with members and partners in order to develop more specific sub-indicators.  

 
SOLIDAR Social economy working group 
 
After a first fruitful meeting of the Social economy working group on 29 January, where SOLIDAR 
members launched our new cooperation programme and developed common framework paper 
(‘manifesto’). It highlights the importance of the role of the social economy as an essential pillar of 
the European social model. Social economy actors promote the quality of living together, improve 
the daily lives of many people and guarantee a stable environment for our social system. They 
share a set of characteristics that clearly distinguish them from profit seeking private businesses: 
the prioritisation of social and/or environmental objectives in the framework of general interest over 
financial profit; the development of social innovation; democratic control by their members etc. The 
paper was officially published at the beginning of March. 
 
During the second meeting of the WG on 2 April, we discussed our factsheet on the Social 
Investment Package which was published recently. Humanitas invited the SAF members to a field 
visit on 3 June in Amsterdam where case studies on innovative social economy initiatives will be 
presented by our members and partners.  
 
 
Next steps 
 
We are currently collecting best practice examples from our members to present them at the SAF 
in Amsterdam. 
Besides the field visit on 3 June, we will discuss strategies and actions for the upcoming six months 
in our next Social economy working group on 4 June in Amsterdam. Furthermore, we will discuss 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/65_eu2020-2.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/64_briefing_social_economy.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/64_briefing_social_economy.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/Social-Investment-indispensible.html
http://www.solidar.org/Social-Investment-indispensible.html
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the changing social policy background and the implications on the daily work of our members and 
brainstorm on actions regarding the ratification of the Public Procurement Directive. Another topic 
to discuss will be new ways of financing social services. 
 
 
Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
 
During the SAF on 2 April, SOLIDAR members and partners shared information about initiatives 
undertaken in the area of promoting active citizenship and volunteering for social cohesion. The 
policy recommendations developed in the framework of the European Year of Citizens 2013 were 
discussed and participants brainstormed ideas toorganise an initiative to promote and evaluate the 
implementations of these recommendations. 
 
Next steps 
 

 In the framework of the FIC project on real democracy a training academy will be 
organised on 10-12 June offering volunteers a platform to be trained by lobbyist- and policy 
makers. 

 In December, a conference will be organised in Brussels to create an evaluation of the EY 
2013 one year later. 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
Enforcement Directive concerning the posting of workers adopted: Member 
States must put an end to exploitation of workers  
 
In their last session before the European Elections (22 May - 25 May), Members of the European 
Parliament voted on the highly controversial enforcement directive on the posting of workers. MEPs 
endorsed a compromise, which was reached in February, with the 28 EU member states that falls 
short on introducing legal clarity to the 1996 directive, which has led to abuses of social legislation. 
Progressive forces in the EP were split about the directive as it lacks major improvements regarding 
tackling legal abuses such as bogus self-employment and letter-box companies. A positive 
development is the improved access to information, both for companies as well as posted workers. 
The information must be transparent and provided free of charge, in an accessible format on a 
single official website, in various languages, taking the demand in the host member state’s labour 
market into account. Nevertheless, it’s a shame that the progressive forces in the European 
Parliament didn’t manage to join forces to improve the directive significantly. A lot still needs to be 
done to further progress on conditions for posted workers. For example, the joint and several 
liability of the main contractor and the direct subcontractor regarding the failure to pay a posted 
worker is only mandatory in the building sector. This needs to be broadened to all sectors. In the 
frame of our Social Progress Watch Initiative SOLIDAR will follow closely how member 
states implement within the directive’s flexibility to really improve posted workers’ rights 
and their protection. 
 
 
Portability of supplementary pensions  

http://www.solidar.org/
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A more positive outcome was reached regarding the portability of supplementary pensions: MEPs 
endorsed new rules which allow for workers to access their supplementary pension rights in another 
member state than where they have gained these rights. The state pension or first pillar pension is 
protected and once you retire your pension rights are pulled together from wherever you have 
worked. But the supplementary pension (second pillar pension or occupational pension) is not 
protected and workers lose parts of their acquired pension rights when they retire after having 
worked in different member states. The new rules are a step in the right direction, allowing workers 
to access their supplementary pension after changing jobs as well as extensive rights that are 
available for information. As workers’ mobility is a fundamental freedom to all EU citizens, the loss 
of pension rights when making use of this freedom is contradictory. In a next step, the directive 
needs to be broadened even further to allow a full portability of pension rights. 
 
During their last Strasbourg session at the end of a 5-year-term, MEPs sent a very clear signal: 
Europe can deliver and improve its citizens’ daily lives. But it needs progressive forces that work 
together for a more social and more inclusive Europe. SOLIDAR will be alongside the next term’s 
progressive MEPs fighting “Together for Social Europe!” 
 
In its last session before the European Elections (22 May - 25 May), Members of the European 
Parliament made some important decisions in areas of banking and finance which will have a direct 
impact on the daily life of its citizens. 
 
Banking Union 
 
On Tuesday (15 April 2014) the European Parliament voted to adopt a series of legislative files as 
part of the decision to create a European banking union that aims to efficiently deal with issues 
within the banking sector that takes the lessons learnt during the recent financial crisis into account. 
European taxpayers and ordinary savers must not longer pay for future failures of the banking 
sector. The voted files lay the foundation for a mutualised resolution fund. A major step that is 
still missing in this process is the introduction of a comprehensive EU-wide Financial 
Transaction Tax which SOLIDAR has been advocating for a long time. 
 
 
 
Access to bank accounts 
 
Another financial dossier has been voted on Tuesday, the Payment Accounts Directive. More than 
58 million EU citizens above the age of 15 do not have a bank account and therefore cannot fully 
participate in society. While banks can operate freely throughout the EU, citizens are often unable 
to open an account in another Member State or are unable to easily switch from one bank to 
another. For example, if you move to another member state banks usually ask for a registered 
address to open a bank account but you cannot rent an apartment if you do not have a bank 
account. Furthermore, customers often pay high fees for banking services and have difficulties 
accessing an overview of the fees they pay. The voted rules make it easier for consumers to 
compare fees of different banks by introducing an EU-wide standardised information sheet. They 
also establish an easier procedure for consumers who wish to change their bank. A basic right to 
a payment account has been granted to all EU citizens, as well as to asylum seekers, stateless, 

http://www.solidar.org/
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foreign students and holders of Green cards enabling them to participate in society. SOLIDAR 
welcomes these new rules as an important step towards a more inclusive and consumer-
friendly Europe. 
 
End to food speculation 
 
And more good news: MEPs enforced rules which will put an end to excessive trading in food and 
commodity markets. This will help rein in speculation on these sensitive markets. Speculation on 
foodstuff markets has had devastating consequences in the developing world, compounding food 
insecurity for the worlds’ poorest. The situation is similar for other crucial commodities, such as 
energy. It was high time for the EU to take action on tackling this matter. 
 
Transparency register 
 
On Tuesday, the plenary also voted to confirm an inter-institutional agreement updating rules on 
the transparency and the register of lobbyists to the EU institutions. Despite some progress, the 
main problem persists: The transparency register for the European Parliament and Commission 
which was introduced in 2011 is still not mandatory. So far 75% of Brussels-based lobbyists have 
registered, but some of the most important players (like the finance industry) are still missing in the 
register. A recent report by the Corporate Europe Observatory and Arbeiterkammer Österreich 
revealed that the financial industry spends more than €120 million per year on lobbying in Brussels 
and employs more than 1.700 lobbyists to influence EU policy-making. As long as this big part of 
the Brussels lobby corps is not registered, the lobby register remains a ‘toothless tiger’. 
 
 
Marching for Social Justice: the European Demonstration  
 
On 4th April, as EU leaders prepare to gather in Brussels for their spring summit, thousands of 
people marched on the streets of Brussels to ask for a renewed European Union: one that would 
put the fight against inequalities, social investments and quality jobs on the top of its governing 
agenda. 
The European Demonstration, convened by the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC), 
called the EU to take a new direction, to stabilise the economic situation and create quality jobs in 
a social Europe. 
 
The ETUC highlighted that €1,000 billion were spent to save the financial sector and it is now time 
to spend “€250 billion for quality jobs and a good future for EU citizens” - an investment plan that 
could yield up to 11 million quality new jobs - and to fight tax evasion and fraud which costs €1,000 
billion every year. 
 
SOLIDAR participated in the European demonstration, as we are persuaded that only a social 
Europe can reconnect citizens with the European project of peace, prosperity and social justice 
that we are striving for. 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/info/homePage.do
http://corporateeurope.org/financial-lobby/2014/04/fire-power-financial-lobby
http://www.etuc.org/events/4-04-14-etuc-euro-demonstration-fighting-investments-quality-jobs-equality
http://www.etuc.org/
http://www.solidar.org/Marching-for-Social-Justice-the.html
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PROJECTS AND ALLIANCES  
 
PESSIS II project: national focus groups started working  
 
 
The project PESSIS 2 "Promoting employers’ social services organisations in social dialogue" in 
which SOLIDAR is involved and which was kicked-off in January, is now in full swing. 
Focusing on the social and economic role of the social services sector, the project is a follow up 
of the PESSIS project and represents the second step of a process that aims to establish a 
representative platform for employers in the social services sector at European level. SOLIDAR 
members AWO (Germany) and Volkshilfe (Austria) are leading discussions at national level on 
the promotion of social services providers’ involvement in social dialogue and collective 
bargaining.  
 
AWO (Arbeiterwohlfahrt) and IAT (Institut Arbeit und Technik Gelsenkirchen) organised a focus 
group in Germany on 26 March that brought together relevant German employers of social 
services organisations. Participants highlighted the need to focus on issues of common interest 
(e. g. recruiting and retaining workforce, workplace design) in order to overcome the 
fragmentation, which is characteristic of the German social services sector. Initial reflections on 
the strengths and barriers of a European social dialogue for our sector made it clear that a better 
representation of the German social services organisations is required. With the aim of continuing 
the reflection process launched by the focus group, AWO, IAT and SOLIDAR will organise a 
round table on 23 May in Berlin to discuss howVolkshilfe organised a focus group in Austria on 3 
March with participants from one of the biggest employers´ association on collective bargaining 
agreements in the social sector in Austria. The Focus Group brought together 6 executives of 
Sozialwirtschaft Österreich who work on collective bargaining in Austria, together with the other 
members of Sozialwirtschaft Österreich. Participants agreed on the importance of the 
development of social dialogue in the social sector in Austria. To continue the discussion about 
strengths and weaknesses regarding the opportunity to participate in the European Social 
Dialogue, a round table was organised on 28 April, to which representatives of the Trade Union 
sector were also invited.  
 
 
Negotiating Improvements for working Carers of Adults (NICA) project running  
 
To start the project he first meeting of the steering group of the NICA project took place on 23 and 
24 January in London. The next meeting is planned for 27 and 28 May. The aim of this project is to 
conduct basic initial research on  the needs of working carers, examples of existing good practice 
and to equip union representatives with training, guidance, materials and support to enable them 
to bargain for better reconciliation of their work and their duties as carers. Tools for better 
reconciliation can be: leaving arrangements,  reduction of hours, work adjustments and flexibility in 
work practices, carer health and well-being/ occupational health services, awareness and 
understanding of supervisors and colleagues, care related supports etc. 
 
 
Strategic Transition for Youth Labour in Europe  
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/Promoting-Employers-Social,623.html
http://www.awo.org/
http://www.volkshilfe.at/cms/cms.php
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On 31 March and 1 April SOLIDAR participated in the kick off meeting of the research project 
Strategic Transition for Youth Labour in Europe that aimed at examining the obstacles and 
opportunities that affect youth employment in Europe. This project is managed by the University of 
Brighton together with 24 universities throughout Europe. SOLIDAR is part of the Consortium 
Advisory Network, along with the ILO, OECD, Business Europe, ETUI, OSE and Eurofound. 
 
On the basis of the results of EU funded past projects i.e. “Decent work for European youth – active 
methods and best practices” SOLIDAR as the project advisor, raised the points on the need for 
fighting youth unemployment and precarious work and raising awareness on rights at work. 

NEXT MEETINGS OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM IN 2014 
 

 3 – 4 June (Amsterdam) including: 
o Social Progress Watch experts meeting 
o Social economy working group 
o Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
o Field visit with Humanitas  

 

 12 – 13 November (Brussels) 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 19/20 May (Brussels): Conference on social innovation organised by DG Employment 

 23 May (Berlin): PESSIS 2 Roundtable organised by AWO 

 5/6 June (Brussels): PESSIS II Seminar followed by project mid-term coordination 
meeting 

 10/12 June (Copenhagen): True European Democracy Training Academy  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS / MAY 2014 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
 
Together for Social Europe  

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.style-research.eu/
http://www.solidar.org/Fighting-Youth-Unemployment-and.html
http://www.solidar.org/Raising-Awareness-on-Rights-at.html
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Our next Social Affairs Forum will take place on 3 and 4 June in Amsterdam.  

If you haven’t registered, please do so:  

http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=60 

Tuesday, 3 June:  

As vast and major social policy changes are being prepared and implemented in the Netherlands 
in the field of care, social support and youth care which have important and radical consequences 
for local municipalities, clients, social service providers and on civil society, we would like to discuss 
with you possible ways to approach these challenges collectively.  

Furthermore, we will showcase Humanitas’ activities with close cooperation between our 
volunteers (informal care/social support) and actors in formal care/social support to discuss 
conditions, possibilities and risks.  

Wednesday, 4 June:  

Our regular Social Affairs Forum subdivided into four working groups will take place: Social 
economy working group, Social Progress Watch Initiative expert network, Volunteering and Active 
citizenship working group and the operation and implementation of the EaSI programme. 

 
SOLIDAR Social Progress Watch Initiative expert network  
 
At the SAF on 2 April, members and partners discussed the evidence-based recommendations 
provided in the briefing paper and made suggestions to make them more specific. On the basis of 
this discussion, after the meeting national feedback tables were prepared by SOLIDAR 
Secretariat and sent back to members asking for assessment and complementation of the national 
recommendations defined in the above mentioned briefing. 
 
We extended the Social Progress Watch Initiative to three more countries: Portugal, Romania and 
Serbia. At the same time we are collecting inputs form members on the national feedback tables.  
 
Next steps 
 
At the next SPWI Expert Network meeting we will discuss how to improve the monitoring tool by 
identifying more specific sub-indicators and developing a new methodological approach. In addition 
strategies and actions for the upcoming six months will be discussed.  
 
 
SOLIDAR Social economy working group 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=60
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After the launch of our common framework paper (‘manifesto’) at the beginning of March, we 
published our factsheet on the Social Investment Package and are currently preparing our social 
economy field visit on 3 June in Amsterdam where we will get an insight into the different work 
fields of our Dutch member organisation Humanitas. 
 
At the same time, we are collecting case studies to show case best practices in the daily work of 
our members. These case studies will be presented in Amsterdam and published later on. 
Furthermore, we are involved in different working structures at EU level to find the best ways of 
advocating for a positive transposition of the Public Procurement Directive at national level. 
 
Next steps 
 
Besides the field visit on 3 June, we will discuss strategies and actions for the upcoming six months 
in our next Social economy working group on 4 June in Amsterdam. Furthermore, we will discuss 
the changing social policy background and the implications on the daily work of our members and 
brainstorm on actions regarding the ratification of the Public Procurement Directive. Another topic 
to discuss will innovation in social services which will be a topic of the SOLIDAR training academy 
in autumn. 
 
 
Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
 
During the SAF on 2 April, SOLIDAR members and partners shared information about initiatives 
undertaken in the area of promoting active citizenship and volunteering for social cohesion. The 
policy recommendations developed in the framework of the European Year of Citizens 2013 were 
discussed and participants brainstormed ideas to organise an initiative to promote and evaluate 
the implementations of these recommendations. 
Next steps 
 
At the next Volunteering/active citizenship Working Group on 4 June in Amsterdam, we will 
discuss SOLIDAR’s members involvement in the European Citizens seminar on 10-12 in 
Copenhagen and members will provide updates on other initiatives/campaigns in this areas. 
Furthermore, strategies and actions for the upcoming six months will be discussed. 
 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
Outcome of the European Elections: The day after – Winners and losers 

The European elections that ended on 25 May have not yet produced a clear winner, but are already 
teaching us some lessons: 

1. The personalisation of the campaign with leading candidates was a step in the right direction. It 
gave a more European dimension to the elections and in many cases, raised the attention of the media 
as well as of the public opinion. In some countries the participation in the poll was raised, but still 
remains disappointingly low compared to the national elections. The message that “your vote counts” 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/64_briefing_social_economy.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/Social-Investment-indispensible.html
http://www.scribd.com/doc/188924389/It-s-about-Us-It-s-about-Europe-Towards-Democratic-European-Citizenship
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seems to have been mainly understood by extremists, fascists and populists. Their results are 
increasing and this fact is most worrying. 

2. Now, it would be a mistake to only concentrate on the question: How to compose a majority in the 
EP which will be able to propose a candidate for the position of the Commission President? The strong 
extremist vote calls for a political reaction which shall be more than simply ensuring majorities: the 
need for re-establishing trust and credibility in the capacity of democracy to find a solution towards 
tackling the most urgent social needs within the EU. 

3. Whereas in an early stage votes for right-wing extremists or true fascists were most likely a vote out 
of opposition, today, the ideas of the far-rights have now entered the political sphere and have reached 
the core of our societies. When center-right, and also sometimes center-left, parties think that the best 
way to absorb the electoral potential of the extreme- right is to integrate parts of their xenophobic 
positions and their security discourse, we always see the same result: in the end people would rather 
vote for the original than for the ‘copy’. 

4. Unfortunately the media bears strong responsibility and is therefore also accountable for the 
increase in far right votes: in the course of market shares, journalism has often lost its quality and 
analytical faculty. In TV reporters have often become the policy and opinion makers and in order to 
increase attention, they like inviting provocative extremists and give them the floor in debates. 
Furthermore it was disappointing to see the low level of competence of many journalists that reported 
on Europe, which eased the arguments of the ‘Europhobe’ throughout Europe. 

5. But, and herein lays the real danger: the political discourse is habilitated and the democratic 
consensus is weakened. France is the best example that proves how this process initially allowed for 
right-wing extremists to get their foot in the door at local and regional council level and now even within 
EP. Unfortunately in EU 28 there is a political space for right-wing extremism, due to the vast social 
imbalances and also the incapacity of the actual majorities to give real answers instead of only making 
promises regarding the most urgent social needs at hand. If the focus still remains on saving the banks 
and attacking the fundamental values of our welfare states, we cannot stop this process. Martin Schulz 
therefore has set the right priorities and should be able to gather a majority around these issues to 
unleash a real political change! 

6. Winning elections is more than a campaign for votes. The stable strength of the Greens shows that 
their stability is more due to the fact that they remain implemented in their ‘milieu’. This is why they 
concentrate on their key competences and why they remain successful at their level. Social democracy 
should remember that their strengths were the strong links not only with trade union movement, but 
also with civil society and its organisations. 

7. As SOLIDAR, we call our civil society fellows to consider common mobilisation and joint action. We 
have been arguing for political change and we will propose a roadmap (our blueprint) for social justice 
to the new EP and the new Commission. Just “business as usual” is not only non-effective, but highly 
dangerous! We can build on the recommendations of the Alliance around the European Year on Active 
Citizenship because they present the programme for freedom, democracy, as well as for economic, 
social, cultural and civic rights. 

http://www.solidar.org/
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8. In the reactions on the yesterday’s result, we here now that there is no more place for calling for 
more Europe. We do not need less Europe, but more common sense and a socially responsible policy 
that dries out the landscape of extremists and fascists: a more social Europe! 

9. Our European project has been built on lessons learnt from the 30ies of the last century, which led 
to war. It is built on values and based on the Charta of Fundamental Rights. Freedom of speech yes, 
but not for hate, xenophobia and racism! 

 

European Commission revises General block exemption regulation (GBER) –  
 
The General block exemption regulation (GBER) enables Member States to grant state aid on the 
basis of pre-defined criteria with no need to notify the European Commission. The intention is to 
save time, reduce the administrative burden and promote models of good aid. To achieve these 
objectives, the Commission has now enlarged the scope of the GBER further as part of its update 
of the state aid package after several months of consultation with stakeholders. The revised GBER 
includes new categories of exempted aid and further simplifies the assessment, by  reducing the 
administrative burden for Member States and local authorities and increasing legal certainty for aid 
beneficiaries. The enlargement of the scope of the GBER and simplification will have to be 
balanced by increased transparency of aid measures and strengthened ex-post controls.  
 
During the stakeholder consultation, it became clear that several SOLIDAR member organisations 
were especially concerned by two aspects of the draft GBER: 
 
Regarding training projects, the European Commission lowered the level of aid intensity from 60 % 
to 50 % in its initial draft. Furthermore, trainees’ personnel costs and general indirect costs 
(administrative costs, rent, overheads) were only to be eligible costs for Small and Medium sized 
Enterprises (SMEs) with less than 250 employees (Art. 30 para 3 GBER). This restriction would 
have been difficult for organisations which are not fulfilling the criteria of SMEs and are therefore 
excluded from participating in partnership projects. These organisations would have had to carry a 
double financial burden: they would have had to pay the personnel costs for the participants (wage 
continuation) and on the other hand these personnel costs would not be considered as co-financing 
when applying for EU funds. 
 
Several members of SOLIDAR participated in the Commission’s consultation, expressing their 
concerns regarding the suggested changes mentioned above and proposed alternative measures. 
SOLIDAR advocated at EU level for a revision of the draft - with success! 
 
On 21 May, the Commission published the final version of the new GBER after several months of 
consultation. 
SOLIDAR welcomes the revised rules as they now allow for training costs to be fully recognised as 
eligible costs and the restriction for SMEs has also been dropped.  
 
The Regulation will enter into force on 1 July 2014. Please find the [full legislative text and the 
Commission’s press release here http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/legislation/block.html 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/legislation/block.html
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Social Policy Innovation: How to implement a social investment approach  

On the occasion of the European Commission conference on Mobilising Social Policy Innovations (19-
20 May), SOLIDAR launched the fact sheet on ‘Social Policy Innovation: How to implement a social 
investment approach’ providing recommendations on how social policy innovation should be used to 
better serve social purposes and to showcase local examples of innovative social services. 

During the conference, that brought together over 300 key stakeholders from all over Europe, including 
representatives from national and local authorities, NGOs, social service providers and academics, 
SOLIDAR’s Secretary General reaffirmed that innovation in policy making should help to achieve 
social progress and active inclusion and should not be considered as a way to replace social 
investment. Innovation should go hand in hand with the concepts of sustainability, redistribution of 
wealth and the EU social welfare model. SOLIDAR’s Secretary General suggested a triple ‘i’ solution 
for European social policies: 1. (Social) Investment; 2. Innovation (for social purposes); 3. 
Implementation (through dialogue with all relevant stakeholders). 

Social policy innovation should be considered as one of the means to achieve the social objectives of 
the Europe 2020 Strategy to increase the quality of life of service users/beneficiaries as well as the 
empowerment of individuals, participation in society and social cohesion. Social policy innovation 
should therefore only be embedded into a social investment approach by putting emphasis on the 
long-term social costs of not investing in people. 

The following recommendations are put forward in SOLIDAR’s fact sheet: 

 The EU’s support of social policy innovation should go hand in hand with the support 
of a social investment approach in order to safeguard a risk-preventing, inclusion 
oriented and sustainable growth model. 

 A clearer definition of the criteria delineating social innovation as well as better 
coordination among the initiatives undertaken by different institutions and the 
Directorates General could help. 

 In the social service sector – which is crucial for developing social cohesion and 
inclusive growth - social innovation should be defined against certain quality criteria 
and should contribute to ensuring high standards of living and working through the 
delivery of affordable and high-quality social services. 

 Innovative does not only mean ‘new’. The EU should acknowledge and support the 
innovation capacity of the established sector of social economy actors who have a 
long-standing tradition in adapting to social changes to better meet people’s need. 

 

In addition, 9 examples of innovative social services from all over Europe are presented in the 
factsheet. 

Read SOLIDAR’s full fact sheet on Social Policy Innovation 

 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=88&eventsId=981&furtherEvents=yes
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/factsheet_social_innovation.pdf
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Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP): Our crown jewels for 
sale? 
 
The current negotiations of a comprehensive trade agreement between the United States and the 
European Union have raised the question: “Is a tactic inside the ongoing negotiations on the TTIP 
between the EU and US being pursued that involves the sale of our most valuable assets, namely 
the European Social Model?” 
 
TTIP aims to remove trade barriers in a wide range of economic sectors to facilitate purchasing 
and selling goods and services between the EU and the US. As well as cutting tariffs across all 
sectors, the EU and the US want to tackle barriers behind the customs border – such as differences 
in technical regulations, standards and approval procedures. The TTIP negotiations, however, will 
also look at opening both markets for services, investment, and public procurement. 
 
SOLIDAR is most concerned about the fact that in order to reach the ‘extremely ambitious’ 
economic growth figures, the European Commission is ready to eliminate non-tariff barriers such 
as quality criteria in public procurement. In doing so, TTIP has the potential to undermine the quality 
and accessibility of social services. Moreover, through the elimination of preferential procurement 
for community-based social services, the European Commission can undermine the economic 
growth potential of the social economy, which is desperately needed to develop smart and inclusive 
economic growth. 
 
Therefore, SOLIDAR calls on the European Commission to: 

 Ensure that social services are excluded from the TTIP negotiations; 

 Make sure that the particular nature of social economy actors is better recognised 
as a key component of the European Social Model providing quality- and accessible 
services; 

 Respect the Voluntary European Quality Framework for Social Services and ensure 
that quality criteria in public procurement are not considered non-tariff barriers to 
trade in services; 

 Offer full transparency for all negotiating mandates and texts to allow for a public 
debate with civil society and trade unions, and the full involvement of the European 
Parliament. 
 

Those 120 million Europeans who are living in poverty or are at risk of falling into poverty depend 
on the European Social Model to enable new job opportunities and to empower their participation 
in society. However, TTIP – as it stands now – might even push more people into poverty and 
social exclusion. 
 
Read SOLIDAR’s full briefing paper on TTIP 
 
 
 
EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) - Another 
threat for the European Social Model?  
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/66__ttip_briefing.pdf
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After five years of negotiating, a conclusion of a comprehensive trade agreement between the EU 
and Canada (CETA) is estimated to soon come to a close. As the negotiations are being held 
behind closed doors, dates, documents and positions remain unclear. It was only recently that 
negotiations received public attention as CETA comprises the same Investor-State-Dispute-
Settlement (ISDS) investment arbitration mechanism as in the context of the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership (TTIP) that is currently being discussed extensively as well as critically. 
 
CETA has followed the EU’s approach in trade negotiations since 2006 of fully extending market 
access for negotiating partners to both services and public procurement, similarly to TTIP.  
CETA is the first free trade agreement where the EU follows the so called “negative list approach” 
regarding the liberalisation of services: all services are liberalised except for those that are explicitly 
exempted. 
 
CETA is furthermore the first free trade agreement of the EU which allows full market access for 
the EU to all levels of the Canadian government: - federal, provincial and local - and vice versa. 
This sets high standards for the TTIP negotiations as the EU’s chief negotiator has stated that 
“TTIP will go beyond the highest level of market access ever obtained by the EU or the US.” 
 
In SOLIDAR’s view, the “negative list approach” with the aim of a full liberalisation of the 
public procurement market in Canada and the EU is unacceptable and poses serious threats 
to our social model.  
 
Public procurement is a major tool for governments to make public policy choices: to guarantee for 
social services delivered where they are needed, with consistency and certain quality criteria. A full 
market liberalisation cannot be desirable - financial markets have recently shown us what can 
happen if regulation and public intervention are withdrawn and free competition takes over. 
 
SOLIDAR furthermore cannot agree with the “negative list approach” as it has a high risk of 
omitting important sectors and will tie the hands of public authorities regarding future policy 
interventions. CETA has the potential - just as TTIP - to undermine the quality and 
accessibility of social services for people in need. 
 
Trade in Services Agreement (TISA): Public services under threat  
 
Currently, the Trade in Services Agreement (TISA) negotiations are being undertaken behind 
closed doors by some members of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) with the aim of a further 
liberalisation of trade and the investment in services. This new agreement encourages privatisation, 
restricts the government’s ability to regulate in favour of public interest and creates new and 
powerful rights for large multinational corporations. In addition, this trade deal is being negotiated 
in secret, without proper consultation and will bind future governments, usually disregarding 
decisions of national elections, parliaments and courts.  
 
Therefore, SOLIDAR wants to raise awareness on the TISA and is concerned about the threat that 
TISA will cause to public services. This trade deal consciously promotes commercialisation and 
favours goods and services in terms of their ability to be exploited for the profit of global 
corporations. We must ensure that trade agreements are not used to open public services to private 

http://www.solidar.org/


  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 NGOs active in over 90 countries working to advance social justice in Europe and 
worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns of its member organisations to the EU and international institutions across the 
policy sectors social affairs, international cooperation and lifelong learning. For more info www.solidar.org 

32 
 

commercial endeavours. SOLIDAR calls upon the EU to take the social dimension into account 
and step up its’ efforts to realise social cohesion. 
 
Furthermore SOLIDAR welcomes the initiative of the Public Services International (PSI) to demand 
that those countries currently involved in TISA negotiations: 
 
• Release the text of the TISA agreement, 
• Exclude all public services from the agreement, 
• Ensure that countries have the right to regulate in the public interest. 
 
We also urge the governments of non-participating countries to clearly state that they will not join 
the agreement. SOLIDAR defends public goods and services and therefore rejects the TISA. Public 
services are public goods, not a commodity! 
 

NEXT MEETINGS OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM IN 2014 
 

 3 – 4 June (Amsterdam) including: 
o Social Progress Watch experts meeting 
o Social economy working group 
o Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
o Field visit with Humanitas  

 

 12 – 13 November (Brussels) 
 

 training academy: date tbc 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 5-6 June (Brussels): PESSIS II Seminar followed by project mid-term coordination 
meeting 

 10-12 June (Copenhagen): True European Democracy Training Academy  

 17 June (Brussels): Debate on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, 
organised by SOLIDAR and Social Platform 

 25 June (Brussels): Annual General Assembly SOLIDAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.world-psi.org/en
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SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS / JUNE 2014 
 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
 
SOLIDAR Social Affairs Forum 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
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The last SAF took place in Amsterdam on 3 and 4 June. The first day was dedicated to a study visit 
organised by our Dutch member Humanitas while on 4 June our regular Social Affairs Forum took 
place with our four working groups: Social economy working group, Social Progress Watch Initiative 
expert network, Volunteering and Active citizenship working group and the operation and 
implementation of the EaSI programme. The action points agreed during the SAF were sent around 
to members by email right after the meeting and are also available here.   
 
 
SOLIDAR Training Academy 
 
The SOLIDAR Training Academy will take place on 3 and 4 November 2014 in Frankfurt, Germany. 
A detailed programme will follow soon. 
 
 
SOLIDAR General Assembly 
 
On 25 June, SOLIDAR’s Annual General Assembly took place in the European Parliament in 
Brussels where a report of the activities of the Social Affairs Forum during the last 12 months was 
presented.  
 
 
SOLIDAR Social Progress Watch Initiative expert network  
 
The Social Progress Watch Initiative has been extended to three more countries: Portugal, 
Romania and Serbia. A representative of the Serbian expert network presented the main findings 
emerged in the SPWI for Serbia.  

At the meeting in Amsterdam, members discussed about how to improve the tool and to define 
more specific sub-indicators. As a general remark on the methodology the need to reinforce the 
political approach of the tool (not only figures but also inputs on policy reforms) was mentioned and 
to make a clearer distinction between the two functions of the tool: 1. Monitoring progress made 
towards the realisation of a social Europe and 2. Providing recommendations on changes/reforms 
needed to better meet the foreseen objectives.  

A “drafting team” was appointed during the meeting with the aim of analyzing the inputs provided 
during the discussion and to present a proposal for a new SPWI to the working group. The drafting 
team is currently working on this.  

SOLIDAR launched a call for a new policy fellow who will work with the Secretariat on the SPWI.  

Next steps 

The Secretariat will send around the proposal on how to improve the SPWI. The15 updated desk 
studies produced in the framework of the SPWI 2014 will be published in September. The 
Secretariat will draft a response to the EC consultation on Europe 2020 mid-term review and send 
it around for inputs/approval by the end of September.  

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/saf_4_june_-_actions_agreed.pdf


  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 NGOs active in over 90 countries working to advance social justice in Europe and 
worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns of its member organisations to the EU and international institutions across the 
policy sectors social affairs, international cooperation and lifelong learning. For more info www.solidar.org 

35 
 

 
SOLIDAR Social economy working group 
 
 
Field visit 
 
Members of the SOLIDAR Social Affairs Forum from 16 different member organisations have 
travelled from all over Europe to meet in Amsterdam on 3 June for the field visit organised by 
SOLIDAR member organisation Humanitas in collaboration with SOLIDAR. Our members were 
given an insight into the daily work of Humanitas and learned about current challenges in changing 
policies within different areas such as social economy, care and social support in the Netherlands.  
 
The meeting was opened by Humanitas General Director, Eva Scholte. A presentation of the social 
policy developments in the field of social economy, care, social support and youth care in the 
Netherlands was provided by Rob de Boer from the Association of Dutch local municipalities. 
 
One of the main changes is the shift towards the decentralisation of policies. Local municipalities 
gain more and more responsibility regarding the provision of social services and at the same time 
they are required to reduce costs. This allows for adaptation to local circumstances but bears the 
risks of increasing differences in service provision between the different municipalities. Another 
change is the increased emphasis on personal responsibility that represents a challenge for the 
most vulnerable people who may be not able to express their needs and be involved in a dialogue 
with the municipalities. This will lead to an increased call for informal care, provided mainly by 
volunteering and civil society organisations. 
 
In addition, SOLIDAR members had the opportunity to participate in three different workshops that 
were organised by professional Humanitas staff, where different areas of Humanitas’ daily work 
were presented: the Humanitas Home Administration Programme, the support and empowerment 
of carers/relatives by volunteers and the preparation, training and support of volunteers. In the 
plenary session with all participants we exchanged learning outcomes from the different workshops 
and discussed common strategies.  
 
Following our field visit on 3 June at Humanitas in Amsterdam, we would like to raise your attention 
to a recent publication of the Dutch National Social Research Institute about long term care in 
Europe, comparing the Dutch situation with 15 other European countries. The study can be 
downloaded at the following link: 
 
http://www.scp.nl/english/Publications/Publications_by_year/Publications_2014/Who_cares_in_E
urope 
 
At the same time, we are collecting case studies to show case best practices in the daily work of 
our members. These case studies will be presented in Amsterdam and published later on. 
Furthermore, we are involved in different working structures at EU level to find the best ways of 
advocating for a positive transposition of the Public Procurement Directive at national level. 
 
Next steps 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/20140603_solidar_amsterdam.pdf
http://www.scp.nl/english/Publications/Publications_by_year/Publications_2014/Who_cares_in_Europe
http://www.scp.nl/english/Publications/Publications_by_year/Publications_2014/Who_cares_in_Europe
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The SOLIDAR Training Academy will focus on two topics: Innovative social services - financing of 
and promotion for inclusive services. And: Attractive employment in social services for high quality 
services. The Academy will give space for discussions between members of the social economy 
working group and allow for peer learning and the exchange of best practices. 
 
The next working group will take place in the framework of our Social Affairs Forum at the end of 
the year. The concrete date will be communicated soon. 
 
 
Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
 
At the SAF on 4 June, SOLIDAR members and partners shared information about initiatives 
undertaken in the area of promoting active citizenship and volunteering for social cohesion. In 
particular, updates on the CSV campaign on Common Good were provided as well as updates 
from several members on the humanitarian actions for the floods in Serbia and Bosnia. The policy 
recommendations developed in the framework of the European Year of Citizens 2013 were 
discussed and participants brainstormed ideas to organise an initiative to promote and evaluate 
the implementations of these recommendations. 
 
 
 
 
Next steps 
 
The Secretariat will keep members updated on the organisation of a meeting in Lampedusa by 
the Civic Forum as well as on the developments of the humanitarian actions for the floods in 
Serbia and Bosnia Herzegovina.  

  

POLICY UPDATES  
 
Mobilising for Social Justice 
 
Our key demands for the newly elected European Parliament and the new European Commission 
 
Today, SOLIDAR and its members met in the newly formed European Parliament to define a ‘New 
Civic Blue Print’ for Europe. Five years of austerity measures and adjustment have had a significant 
impact on the social situation in Europe and the rest of the world. The EU is faced with ever higher 
unemployment and the lowest employment figures. 24 million people are without a job –5.6 million 
of which are young people – and about the same number can no longer live on their income and 
have become the coined working poor. 120 million people are living at risk of poverty. These 
statistics demand that Europe takes a new direction, hence, SOLIDAR together with members and 
partners will step up its efforts to Mobilise for Social Justice in Europe and world-wide. 
 
Together, we are contributing to Realising a Social Europe and are committed to promote active 
inclusion and social cohesion. To strengthen our cause, we need the newly elected European 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.scribd.com/doc/188924389/It-s-about-Us-It-s-about-Europe-Towards-Democratic-European-Citizenship
http://www.scribd.com/doc/188924389/It-s-about-Us-It-s-about-Europe-Towards-Democratic-European-Citizenship
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Parliament and new European Commission to work together with civil society in order to strengthen 
the Europe 2020 strategy, ensure universal social protection, foster the potential of the social 
economy, promote high quality and accessible social services, call for a social pillar of the 
European economic governance and promote people’s empowerment and social engagement. 
SOLIDAR invests in education and lifelong learning through actively Building Learning Societies; 
coming together as a community and working towards common goals as a starting point to fight 
the social exclusion of unemployment and poverty. To strengthen our cause, we need the newly 
elected European Parliament and new European Commission to recognise the added value of non-
formal and informal learning (NFIL), promote setting up national validation mechanisms for NFIL, 
fight unemployment and support young adults who are neither in employment, education or training 
(NEETs) and invest in education, qualification and training opportunities for all. 
 
The freedom of peaceful assembly and association for civil society in the world (including Europe) 
now finds itself under immense pressure, undermining the guarantee to decent work, social 
protection and the realisation of social, economic and cultural rights. For this reason, we contribute 
to Organising International Solidarity. To strengthen our cause, we need the newly elected 
European Parliament and new European Commission to promote a rights-based approach to 
development, that ensures access to economic, social and cultural rights, promotes the human 
entitlement to social protection, and guarantees that the Post 2015 development framework 
promotes human development and social justice. 
 
Please find the Full Resolution here. 
 
In the upcoming weeks and months SOLIDAR will be working to ensure that these 
recommendations become guiding principles for the new European Institutions and will seek to 
build strong alliances with the Progressives, Greens and Democrats. 
 
 
 
Floods in Serbia and Bosnia: One month after the disaster 
 
In May 2014 Serbia and Bosnia were hit by the heaviest rains and floods in 120 years. Many towns 
and villages were cut off leaving people without drinking water and electricity. Since then, SOLIDAR 
members ASB (South East Europe, SEE) and the Initiative for Development and Cooperation (IDC, 
Serbia) have been working together to deliver emergency aid to the municipalities of Loznica, 
Obrenovac and Grocka and also to a Children’s Shelter that was hit by the record flooding. Please 
consult our website to make a donation to ASB or to other SOLIDAR members who are offering aid 
on site to find out about the activities carried out the last month. 
 
Latest updates from ASB Serbia are that our member has provided food, hygienic products and 
water to 400 families affected by the flood in Ljig, Lajkovac, Krupanj, Mali Leskovac and Valjevo as 
an initial response to the flood. ASB are still providing food parcels, in addition to personal hygiene 
kits, family hygiene kits and bed linen to roughly 550 families in Valjevo, Krupanj and Obrenovac. 
Apart from these efforts ASB is also organising volunteers that aid in cleaning households and the 
affected environment in Valjevo, Krupanj and Obrenovac. 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/9.a_aga2014_general_resolution.pdf
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IDC has organised the distribution of 100 tons of aid packages with food, water, linen, mattresses, 
hygiene packages, filter masks, cleaning equipment, food for the babies, to the municipalities of 
Valjevo, Lajkovac, Ljig, Paraćin, Svilajnac, Ćićevac, Kruševac and Obrenovac. The Serbian 
community in Austria has provided aid packages and IDC has helped with distribution from their as 
well as SOLIDAR’s member organisation- ASB Austria. IDC has also organised the distribution of 
8 tons of aid packages with wardrobes, food for the babies, diapers, mattresses, dishes, different 
tools, to the municipality of Smederevska Palanka. Aid packages were provided by the people of 
the German town of Kirchen. 
 
In the first days after the flood ASB also distributed 200 food/water/hygiene parcels in Sanski Most 
and Kljuc (with assistance of SAM.I partner “Zene sa Une) and 300 same parcels in local 
community of Janja in Bijeljina municipality. These efforts came to a total of 6 tons of food and 
hygiene provision and a supply of 5.000 liters of water in Bosnia alone. 
 
Against these circumstances, on 26 May 2014 the CONCORD Enlargement, Pre-Accession and 
Neighborhood (EPAN) Working Group (of which SOLIDAR is member) and TRIALOG, in 
cooperation with the Balkan Civil Society Development Network, held an update meeting in 
Brussels to discuss how to tackle immediate needs and how to provide potential support for long-
term social support, reconstruction, rehabilitation and socio-economic development. Participants of 
the meeting identified several key recommendations for decision makers at local, national and 
European levels to better anticipate the needs of people affected by the floods. The overarching 
recommendation is to focus on the most vulnerable people such as children, women, Roma and 
the elderly in addition to supporting the cooperation between the authorities as well as civil society 
and the reform of civil protection services. 
 
 
Who cares? Debate on how to reconcile work and care 
 
In the frame of a European project in which SOLIDAR is involved together with the European Trade 
Union Confederation (ETUC), European Public Service Union (EPSU) and others took part in a 
debate on 3 June at the International Trade Union House in Brussels. The round table tackled the 
issue of how to reconcile work and care, in particular for those workers who take care of a family 
member that has lost his/her autonomy and independence. 
It was underlined that the demographic change will actually affect our societies more than predicted 
and that the care issue is not an individual problem, but instead a societal challenge. Independently 
from the question whether care is insured by individuals or professional service providers, 
accessibility and quality are the main challenges. Participants from Southern and Eastern Europe 
highlighted the strong effects of the crisis on care and care provision as the welfare state and social 
protection system that are suffering from austerity measures in their discussion. 
From the Trade Union side, the proposal was made to think on one hand flexible working time 
arrangements allowing workers to insure care of their family members and at the same time to 
promote organising the care of workers in the grey zone of the informal care services and domestic 
work. 
SOLIDAR’s Secretary General stated that ’the competition on the only lowest price offer in care 
services has negative effects on the quality of the provision and that the market alone will not 
regulate the societal challenge. Furthermore non-profit providers can also offer professional and 

http://www.solidar.org/
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vocational training for family carers and offer support to those who suffer from the double or even 
triple burden between their work and care at home.’ 
The round table will be followed by workshops in autumn that will take place in Germany, Italy and 
Sweden before presenting policy recommendations to the EU institutions. 
 
PESSIS II European Seminar 
 
0n 5 June, a seminar took place in Brussels in the framework of the PESSIS II (Promoting 
employers’ social service organisations in social dialogue) project of which SOLIDAR is a partner 
together with member organisations AWO (Germany) and Volkshilfe (Austria). The aim of the 
meeting is to take stock of the discussions that took place in the last 2 months both at European 
and national level (in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany and Netherlands) on the way towards a 
European Sectoral Social Dialogue in the social service sector. The following four options were 
discussed by participants: 

 Joining the Sectoral Committee for Local and Regional Governments; 

 Joining the Sectoral Committee for the Hospital and Healthcare sector; 

 Creating an Inter-Sectoral Committee for the not-for-profit sector, including the  
social, health, cultural and education sectors; 

 Creating a Sectoral Committee for the Social Service Sector. 
In addition to the projects’ partners, the seminar was also attended by representatives from the 
Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR – Employer’s organisation for the local 
and regional authorities) and the European Centre of Enterprises with Public Participation (CEEP 
– Employers for public enterprises and services which carry out services of general economic 
interest). The outcome of the discussion is that there is an increased interest at national level to 
participate in the European social dialogue. However, further time for exploration and reflection will 
be needed to define how this participation should be structured at European level, in order to come 
to an agreement on the scope that an eventual Sectoral Committee should have as well as the 
collection of additional data on the impact and representation of the sector. The discussion will 
continue in the coming months and the results will be presented at the PESSIS II final conference 
on 23 September 2014. 
 
Real European Seminar in Denmark on civil society democracy 
 
On 9 – 11 June, SOLIDAR together with its members FIC (Denmark), CSV (UK), La ligue de 
l’Enseignement (France) and partner CGIL (Italy) and IDEAS (Ireland) met in Copenhagen for a 
seminar in the framework of the “Real civil society democracy Europe” project. The aim of the 
seminar was to improve knowledge on the rights and opportunities for civil society organisations 
and NGOs in order to implement effective advocacy both at national and at European level. In light 
of the increase of anti-democratic and EU sceptical parties as result of the last European Parliament 
elections, participants also reflected on the need for CSOs and institutions to find the “courage” for 
implementing a policy change in Europe in order to fill in the democratic deficit and to improve 
citizens trust in the EU project. 
As stated by SOLIDAR’s Secretary General: “The major challenges for the EU concerns social 
issues and trust in institutions. Therefore, in order to improve legitimacy and capacity building of 
CSOs it is important to create a European platform of civil society organisations which would help 
by safeguarding the diversity of CSOs - to make them pro-active agenda setters and even more 
relevant actors. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://solidar.org/Real-Civil-Society-Democracy.html
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Moreover, participants had the chance to learn from each other’s experiences on how to be 
included in the decision making process at national level and how to ensure that a more open and 
systematic consultation is put in place. In addition, the main aspect of the Danish European Policy 
model and Danish civil dialogue were presented by representatives of the Danish Parliament, 
Danish Trade Union Movement, Danish Adult Education Association, Concord Denmark and 
Danish Ecological Council. All inputs and recommendations that were defined by participants in the 
two days seminar have been put condensed in a draft report. Some of most important 
recommendations that were developed are: 

 Government and the EU need to pursue policies that generate sustainable and inclusive 
growth and social investment which ensure suitable resources for consultation and 
capacity of CSOs especially in times of austerity. 

 CSOs should be included in the design and revision of the consultation process; they 
should have agenda-setting capacity and the right of initiative to set priorities. 

 A better coordination of the consultation process should be put in place. It should be 
inclusive of a wide-ranging of CSOs and should bring to the creation of a European platform 
of CSOs. 
 

These recommendations will be presented to members of the European Parliament, 
representatives of the European Commission and other key stakeholders in a conference that will 
take place in December. More information will be provided in the coming months. 
 
Successful event on TTIP on 17 June 
 
On 17 June, the Social Platform together with SOLIDAR, the European Federation of Public 
Services Union (EPSU) and the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA) organised a debate on 
the ‘possible impacts of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) on social and 
health services’. During the discussion, it became clear that the TTIP could have a detrimental 
impact on essential public services such as social and health services. 
 
Although the European Commission has been repeatedly stating that there will be no “race-to-the-
bottom” to lower standards or requirements to guarantee the quality of the services or the 
realisation of social/fundamental rights for everybody, the legitimate concerns of the civil society 
cannot be dismissed. As recently leaked documents show, public services have not been excluded 
from negotiations. In fact, a liberalisation agenda seems to be driving the TTIP talks. As the 
documents reveal, the EU seeks an “unprecedented depth in market access and regulatory 
matters". This stance casts serious doubts about previous assurances that public services will be 
excluded from the final agreement. 
 
With the article 14 of the EU Treaty, the EU Charter on Fundamental Rights and the overarching 
EU objective to reach a “social market economy” as a backdrop, today’s debate focused on the 
need to safeguard the quality and accessibility of social and health services once the transatlantic 
markets are further integrated. Hard-fought milestones in public procurement such as the inclusion 
of quality standards or the reference to the need to comply with labour law and collective 
agreements are under threat, as they could be regarded as non-tariff barriers to trade and therefore 
are at risk to be removed. Economic growth and job creation will not be achieved at the expense 
of social rights. 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
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If TTIP negotiators keep on brushing off the deal’s potential impact on social and health services, 
people living in Europe, not least the 120 million living in poverty or at the risk of falling into poverty, 
will feel the pinch. The event also served as a platform to raise concerns regarding the lack of 
transparency of the negotiations, and the inclusion of an Investor-State-Dispute Settlement (ISDS) 
mechanism. 
 
SOLIDAR, the Social Platform, EPSU and EPHA are jointly calling on the European 
Commission to explicitly exclude public services including social and health services from 
the ongoing TTIP negotiations, as well as ensuring full transparency during the entire 
negotiating process, including the publication of all negotiating texts. 
 
The public has the right to know what is being negotiated on their behalf. As the European elections 
have shown, citizens expect the European Commission to legislate and act in their interests and to 
communicate better. The TTIP is THE occasion to prove that the EU takes its citizens seriously. 

NEXT MEETINGS OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM IN 2014 
 

 Training Academy: 3 and 4 November 2014, Frankfurt 

 Social Affairs Forum: tbc, Brussels 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 30 June/1 July (Oxford): Pre-distributive Social Policy: Future Changes in Welfare 
Societies, organised by the policy network UK 

 23 September (Brussels): PESSIS 2 Final Conference 

 20 – 21 November (Brussels): European Platform Against Poverty (EPAP) Convention 

 
 
 
 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS / JULY 2014 
 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
 
SOLIDAR Social Affairs Forum 
 
Our next SAF meeting will take place on 1 and 2 December in Brussels, registration is open at 
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=66 

http://www.solidar.org/
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We will be able to cover travel and accommodation costs (according to SOLIDAR rules) for 1 person 
per member/partner organisation. 
 
 
SOLIDAR Training Academy 
 
The SOLIDAR Training Academy will take place on 3 and 4 November 2014 in Frankfurt, Germany. 
A detailed programme will follow soon. 
The registration is open at http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2014-11-04 
We will be able to cover travel and accommodation costs (according to SOLIDAR rules) for 1 person 
per member/partner organisation. 
 
 
 
SOLIDAR Social Progress Watch Initiative expert network  
 
The call for a new policy fellow at the SOLDAR secretariat has been launched and disseminated 
by email by the secretariat.  

A “drafting team” was appointed during the meeting in Amsterdam with the aim of analyzing the 
inputs provided during the discussion and to present a proposal for a new SPWI to the working 
group. The drafting team is currently working on this. The “drafting” team is currently working on a 
proposal for the SPWI 2015 that will be shared with SAF members at the end of August.  

 
SOLIDAR Social economy working group 
 
The SOLIDAR Training Academy on 3 and 4 November will focus on two topics: Innovative social 
services - financing of and promotion for inclusive services. And: Attractive employment in social 
services for high quality services. The Academy will give space for discussions between members 
of the social economy working group and allow for peer learning and the exchange of best 
practices. 
 
The next working group will take place in the framework of our Social Affairs Forum on 1 and 2 
December. 
 
Please send us your case studies in case you haven’t done so far! 
 
 
Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
 
We would like to forward you an invitation from our Italian member, ARCI to the Festival of 
Mediterranean Cultures that will take place in Lampedusa on 1st- 5th October. Please find more 
details in FR and in ENG on the homepage festivalsabirlampedusa.it and note that more logistic 
info will be sent out in the coming weeks. If you wish to register, please feel free to send an email 
to Elsa (elsa.laino@solidar.org) or to Raffaella Bolini (Bolini@arci.it).  

  

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2014-11-04
mailto:elsa.laino@solidar.org
mailto:Bolini@arci.it
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POLICY UPDATES  
 
New European Parliament constituted 
 
After the European Elections on 22 - 25 May 2014, the new members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs) have taken up their offices. 
 
Please find here a complete overview of all MEPs:  Link 
 
And an overview of members of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee: Link 
 
 
 
Europe+ alliance: Civil Society for the regeneration of European Democracy  
 
On 8 July, the alliance Europe+ (Civil Society for the Renewal of European Democracy) was 
officially launched at the European Parliament.  
Europe + is a broad grass-roots alliance which brings together over 40 organisations from civil 
society that calls for renewed and a better functioning democracy in the EU. A transparent and 
inclusive space for debate that was created by, and works for civil society, Europe+ aims to design 
a constructive regeneration of the European project.  
Consisting of 43 European civil society organisations and trade unions, Europe+ works together 
for positive democratic change in the EU through active and better involvement of citizens in a 
representative and participative democracy, policy changes and institutional reforms.  
 
For the first time the event gives civil society the chance to engage directly with the newly elected 
MEPs and to gain widespread pro-European support of the aims of Europe+. Jo Leinen MEP, 
President of the European Movement International stated that: ‘Europe+ has been founded in times 
where Europe has been facing stark political and economic challenges – and arguments in favour 
of a renewal of European democracy, especially from civil society organisations, are needed to 
counter Eurosceptic arguments’. 
 
Representing Europe+, SOLIDAR Secretary General stressed that the choice of the name 
“Europe+” provocatively states that the alliance demands for more Europe, more social 
inclusion, more democracy, more solidarity and more citizen-oriented participation. The 
European project needs to be regenerated, in the light of the degeneration that the EU is 
undergoing today, which is clearly shown by the rise of populist and anti-democratic 
movements as a result of the latest European parliament elections. In this context, CSOs have 
the responsibility to promote a participative and inclusive democracy by mobilising their 
constituencies at Member States’ level. 
In the long term, Europe+ will provide arguments in favor of a renewal of European democracy (to 
counter Eurosceptic arguments) and to communicate these indications to citizens directly or 
through the means of civil society organisations. Europe+ members will facilitate this by creating a 
space to discuss, advocate and campaign for reform. 
 
Check EurActiv article ’EU’s civil society giants push for treaty change’ 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/pdf.html?country=&mepId=&politicalGroup=&bodyType=ALL&bodyValue=&countryCircons=
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/pdf.html?country=&mepId=&politicalGroup=&bodyType=COM&bodyValue=C07&countryCircons=
http://www.europeanmovement.eu/index.php?id=6811&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=34423&tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=5154&cHash=40a5d1c2a2de02fa23cc3834ecb6c3b3
http://www.europeanmovement.eu/index.php?id=6811&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=34423&tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=5154&cHash=40a5d1c2a2de02fa23cc3834ecb6c3b3
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/future-eu/eus-civil-society-giants-push-treaty-change-303409?utm_source=EurActiv+Newsletter&utm_campaign=94c9d07e08-newsletter_daily_update&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bab5f0ea4e-94c9d07e08-245769669
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Election of new Commission President: Civil society calls for policy change 
 
Brussels, 15th July 2014 
 
Between 22 and 25 May this year 400 million European citizens had the opportunity to choose their 
751 representatives in the European Parliament for the next five years. For the first time in the 
history of the European Union, they had a say, following the Lisbon Treaty provisions, on the 
nomination of the European Commission President. 
As the result of the elections the EPP group is the biggest group in the newly elected European 
Parliament and their “Spitzenkandidat”, Jean-Claude Junker was duly elected as the new 
Commission President for which we congratulate him. Mr Junker has presented this morning the 
outlines of his proposed work programme for the new European Commission to the European 
Parliament. 
 
1) We call for a more vivid Democracy and stronger legitimacy 
As the elections have shown, too many citizens are losing confidence in the European project, but 
we believe that constructive dialogue between the EU institutions and civil society organisations is 
imperative and builds bridges. The provisions on civil dialogue of Article 11 of the Treaty of Lisbon 
have still not yet been implemented and EU institutions are not engaging in an open, transparent 
and regular dialogue with civil society organisations. We hope that this will change during the 
coming mandate. 
 
2) We call for real civil dialogue 
Mr Junker committed this morning in front of the European Parliament to restore European citizens’ 
confidence and to strengthen the democratic legitimacy of the European project. 
Public concerns, as brought forward by organised civil society, are largely under-represented in the 
legislative processes and the later evaluation phases. We believe that citizens would feel more 
involved in the European building process if a true dialogue between organised civil society and 
European institutions were to be set up under the leadership of the European Commission. It is 
therefore necessary to develop concrete tools to establish such dialogue and ensure participation, 
so that citizens feel part of and will contribute to the European Union, rather than feeling subject to 
it. Gathering the aspirations of millions of citizens through network organisations at national, 
regional and local level, we feel responsible and legitimised to request the establishment of a real 
civil dialogue with representative civil society organisations. 
 
3) We call for change of political priorities and for institutional changes 
In recent years the European Union has been regularly criticised for proposing and even imposing 
policies of budgetary rigour and austerity measures through the Troika that have deprived many 
EU citizens of their fundamental rights and created disastrous social effects. 
A strong European Union requires a paradigm shift from a Europe that is essentially an economic 
project based on the four fundamental freedoms around the internal market to one that restores 
and promotes the values of solidarity, inclusiveness and equality among Member States and 
European citizens and other residents. It is time to finally progress on a Europe2020 smart, 
sustainable and inclusive agenda. 
When a Treaty revision process is launched, it should build on such an agenda, reinforce 
representative democracy, put citizens back at the heart of the European project and restore the 

http://www.solidar.org/
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legitimacy of the European integration process via democratic methods. This process should 
include all the relevant stakeholders and be used as a tool to raise awareness of European 
integration amongst the general public.  
Building on the experience of the European Year of Citizens Alliance (EYCA) 2013, established by 
62 European networks and gathering more than 4,500 civic actor organisations across Europe, 
building on the competence and quality of our networks we call for a new civil and social project of 
the European Union. 
 
Oonagh Aitken Board member - Volonteurope 
Carlotta Besozzi Director – European Disability Forum 
Gabriella Civico Director – European Volunteer Centre  
Antonella Valmorbida Secretary General – Association for Local Democracy 
Diogo Pinto Secretary General – European Movement International 
Conny Reuter Secretary General - SOLIDAR 
Jean-Marc Roirant President – European Civic Forum  
Members of the EYCA 2013 Steering Committee 
 
Read EYCA recommendations here 
 
 
 
 
 
Call for experts: structured dialogue under ESI Funds (deadline 05/08) 
 
The European Commission is looking for organisations to join the recently established structured 
dialogue group of experts on the European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF). 
The group of experts will bring together umbrella organisations representing their partners at EU 
level and having a specific interest in the European Structural and Investment Funds. It will: 

 support the work of the Commission as regards the development of cohesion policy, the 
policy of rural development, the Common Fisheries Policy and the integrated maritime 
policy in different areas of expertise, 

 assist the Commission on questions relating to the implementation of support from the ESI 
Funds, 

 monitor the evolution of policy in the field of partnership and multi-level governance, 
 exchange experience and good practice in this field. 

 
Who can apply 
The call for applications is open to: 

 associations representing regional, local, urban and other public authorities, 
 economic and social partners, 
 bodies representing civil society, such as environmental partners, non-governmental 

organisations, and bodies responsible for promoting social inclusion, gender equality and 
non-discrimination. 
 

How to apply 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/web_eyca_report_en-2.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/funds_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/contracts_grants/funds_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ESIFappl
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Applications must be completed in English, French or German. Experts nominated by the 
organisations should be able to communicate in at least one of these languages. 
Please send your completed applications to REGIO-ESIF-STRUCTURED-
DIALOGUE@ec.europa.eu by 5 August 2014. 
 
 
 
 
Social Protection for All: No-one should be left behind 
 
The ILO recently launched a report titled ACCESS to and EFFECTS of social protection on workers 
living with HIV and their households: An analytical report, which shows the role that social 
protection plays in helping people living with HIV, to keep their jobs and to receive access to 
treatment. The report is based on research covering four countries (Guatemala, Indonesia, Rwanda 
and Ukraine), that are all on the UNAIDS list of high HIV impact countries and are currently 
developing or scaling up their national social security systems. The study shows that between 63 
and 95 per cent of people living with HIV in the four countries, who had access to social protection 
were able to keep their jobs or keep up some form of a productive activity. The report also highlights 
that people living with HIV often face challenges in accessing essential services, either because 
they are not aware of existing programmes, or the process to access services is too cumbersome. 
 
As the ILO study highlights, Social Protection supports basic livelihood, education and health needs 
of the poor and vulnerable populations. Social protection is also one of the ten goals of the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) Strategy, which recognises that investments in 
social protection are necessary to achieve the vision of zero new infections, zero discrimination 
and zero AIDS-related deaths. In that sense, the ILO National Social Protection Floors 
Recommendation, 2012 (No.202), guides member States on how to update their national social 
security programmes in order to prevent poverty, vulnerability and social exclusion through 
essential health care and income security for their population. This recommendation calls for 
progressive realisation of social protection coverage, following the principles of universality of 
coverage, non-discrimination and gender equality. 
 
SOLIDAR believes that social protection is a key tool to fight inequalities, poverty and to 
promote economic development. Social protection is an investment and not a cost. 
 
For this reason, SOLIDAR will continue its work to advocate and campaign for the full 
implementation of the ILO recommendation 202 on National Social Protection Floors to which 
governments from all around the world have committed themselves to and for Social Protection 
Floors to have a central place within the post-2015 international cooperation framework. 
 
 
 
Pre-distributive Social Policy: Future challenges in welfare societies 
 
SOLIDAR participated in a two-day high-level conference at St. Catherine’s college at the 
University of Oxford on 30 June-1 July. The event was organised by the Policy Network together 
with the Foundation for European Progressive Studies (FEPS) and the Renner Institute (Austria) 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ESIFappl
mailto:REGIO-ESIF-STRUCTURED-DIALOGUE@ec.europa.eu
mailto:REGIO-ESIF-STRUCTURED-DIALOGUE@ec.europa.eu
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---ilo_aids/documents/publication/wcms_248447.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---ilo_aids/documents/publication/wcms_248447.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:3065524
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:3065524
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:3065524
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which provided a space for discussions about "Pre-distributive Social Policy: Future challenges in 
welfare societies". Discussants were mainly academics as well as some political and civil society 
representatives from across Europe and the US. 
 
In times of stagnating growth, fiscal constraints, an ageing population and raising 
inequalities, new ways of designing and financing our welfare states are necessary. 
Participants discussed possible solutions based on a shift from redistribution towards pre-
distribution policies which entail social investment in human capital during an individuals’ 
life-span which would allow for more sustainable economic development and fairer social 
outcomes. 
 
To set the scene, participants engaged in discussions about the implications of the current crisis 
on the welfare state in Europe and the question on what kind of growth our society should be 
striving for. With a constant rise of life expectancy the issue of intergenerational justice becomes 
more and more important especially as current policies tend to favour the older generation over the 
youth ("pensioner democracy"). 
 
In a panel on Labour market policy, that was chaired by SOLIDAR, discussants stressed the 
positive effects of labour market institutions on reducing inequality, suggested new forms of 
employment contracts (e.g. indefinite working contracts with increasing protection related to 
affiliation of worker) and outlined chances and risks of the technology-based economy that we are 
living in. 
 
The importance of the quality of education throughout one’s life-span for individual life chances and 
social class reproduction in societies was highlighted in the following panel. An emphasis was put 
on the need for good VET models/dual systems and higher permeability between VET and tertiary 
education as well as providing a smooth transition from education to work. 
 
In a third session, called ‘A new social model’, the main fields of action for progressive policies 
were identified. The need for real social investment throughout the course of life, especially in 
education, was highlighted as well as the need for a more family friendly welfare state with real 
gender equality, which would pave the way for the reconciliation of private and work life. 
Furthermore, a universal minimum income and the reform of tax policies (broad tax base, tax the 
rich) as well as the regulation of the financial sector and of executive pay were stressed as 
necessary measures to address current inequalities. 
 
And how can all these aims be financed? Social expenditures are investments, from which 
returns can be derived. In the end, the social investment approach concerns the long term 
reproduction of the future tax base, so that we can avoid severe austerity deriving from the 
ageing of our population. 

PROJECTS AND ALLIANCES  
 
PESSIS 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.policy-network.net/uploads/media/27/8977.pdf
http://www.policy-network.net/uploads/media/27/8977.pdf
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After the mid-term seminar that took place in Brussels on 5 June, the final conference of the project 
will be organised on 23 September in Brussels followed by the final project partners’ coordination 
meeting. More information and the agenda will be sent around soon.  
 
Negotiating Improvements for working Carers of Adults (NICA) project  
 
After the second steering group meeting at the end of May, the next meeting will take place on 3 
and 4 September in Bulgaria. Currently, a tool kit for employees is being developed and the final 
report is being drafted. 
SOLIDAR will organise the final conference and dissemination event on 22 and 23 October in 
Brussels. 

NEXT MEETINGS OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM IN 2014 
 

 Training Academy: 3 and 4 November 2014, Frankfurt 

 Social Affairs Forum: 1 and 2 December 2014, Brussels 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 23 September (Brussels): PESSIS 2 Final Conference 

 1-5 October (Lampedusa): Festival of Mediterranean Cultures (see article above) 

 22 October (Brussels): NICA final conference 

 20-21 November (Brussels): European Platform Against Poverty (EPAP) Convention 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS / AUGUST 2014 
 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
 
SOLIDAR Social Affairs Forum 
 
Our next SAF meeting will take place on 1 and 2 December in Brussels, registration is open at 
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=66 
We will be able to cover travel and accommodation costs (according to SOLIDAR rules) for 1 person 
per member/partner organisation. 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
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SOLIDAR Training Academy 
 
The SOLIDAR Training Academy will take place on 3 and 4 November 2014 in Frankfurt, Germany. 
A detailed programme will follow soon. 
The registration is open at http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2014-11-04 
We will be able to cover travel and accommodation costs (according to SOLIDAR rules) for 1 person 
per member/partner organisation. 
 
SOLIDAR Social Progress Watch Initiative expert network  

A “drafting team” was appointed during the meeting in Amsterdam with the aim of analyzing the 
inputs provided during the discussion and to present a proposal for a new SPWI to the working 
group. The drafting team is currently working on this. The “drafting” team is currently working on a 
proposal for the SPWI 2015 that will be shared with SAF members at the end of August.  

 
SOLIDAR Social economy working group 
 
The SOLIDAR Training Academy on 3 and 4 November will focus on two topics: Innovative social 
services - financing of and promotion for inclusive services. And: Attractive employment in social 
services for high quality services. The Academy will give space for discussions between members 
of the social economy working group and allow for peer learning and the exchange of best 
practices. 
 
The next working group will take place in the framework of our Social Affairs Forum on 1 and 2 
December. 
 
Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
 
Sabir Festival of Mediterranean cultures – For more solidarity in EU migration policy 
 
In the last two decades, the island of Lampedusa, in the center of the Mediterranean has become 
a doorway for migrants arriving in Europe from the countries of Africa and the Middle East, often 
ruled by authoritarian regimes or dictatorships and often at war. The absence of fair and effective 
immigration policies and of an idea of reception in line with the international human rights 
standards, produce frequently humanitarian tragedies and problems and creates political and social 
tensions and conflicts. At the same time, the unplanned and improvised management of the arrivals 
fuels racism and public fear, manipulatively created in recent years through the rhetoric of invasion. 
This produces a negative image of the island, despite the solidarity attitude showed by inhabitants 
in many occasions. 
 
In order to promote the idea of Lampedusa as the door to Europe, and not only a symbol of 
tragedies, SOLIDAR member ARCI – together with the October 3rd Committee, and the 
Lampedusa city council – is organizing the Sabir Festival of Mediterranean cultures on 1 until 
5 October 2014. The event will bring together representatives of the civil society and institutions to 
promote a new idea of Mediterranean citizenship and solidarity. The dates were chosen to mark 
the first anniversary of the October 3, 2013, deaths at sea of 368 migrants. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2014-11-04
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SOLIDAR will take part of the event to call for a solidarity-driven EU’s migration policy based on 
the indivisibility of human rights. In our view, the Dublin Agreement stipulating that refugees and 
asylum seekers have to ask for asylum in the country where they arrive as well as the populist and 
reactionary attitude of certain EU leaders towards migration policies contribute to diffuse a sense 
of isolation for the institutions in the isle. Therefore, it is time to change this pattern! Thus, it is 
needed to promote a rights-based approach to economic and social development in the country of 
origins and guarantees that the Post 2015 development framework promotes human development 
and social justice.  
 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
 
TTIP - German welfare organisations demand exclusion of social services 
 
In a common position paper, SOLIDAR member Arbeiterwohlfahrt (AWO) as a member of the 
German coordination organisation of welfare organization together with another network outlined 
their position on the ongoing negotiations of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) regarding social and health care services. 
 
The paper sheds light on possible risks for the social and health service sector not only in Germany 
but Europe wide if a comprehensive trade agreement as currently foreseen is concluded, such as: 
the declaration of existing social and health standards as non-tariff-barriers to trade; an increasing 
pressure for economisation and rationalisation on personal social and health care services with a 
detrimental effect on their quality; a high degree of legal uncertainty caused by dynamic rules of 
liberalisation and the envisaged negative list approach. 
AWO and Paritätischer demand the exclusion of social and health care services from the TTIP 
negotiations to guarantee the retention of high standards regarding consumer, workers, patients’, 
data, environmental, health and social protection rights. 
Furthermore, the high degree of secrecy maintained around the negotiations is being criticised. 
The European Commission keeps refusing to publish its negotiation mandate and all relevant 
negotiating documents. A comprehensive involvement of civil society is therefore not possible and 
obviously not desired. 
The envisaged Investor-to-state dispute settlement (ISDS) must be abandoned to avoid the 
establishment of a parallel private international justice system which is unnecessary given the high 
standards of the European and US legal systems. As the recently finalized Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) has included an ISDS provision, we are concerned that 
this will be used as a blue print for TTIP, and allow US based companies to use their Canadian 
branches to present their complaints against European states. 
 
Please find the SOLIDAR briefing paper on TTIP here. 
 
Call for Fair and Responsible Recruitment of Social Services Profes sionals 
abroad 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.awo-informationsservice.org/uploads/media/TTIP_AWO-Pari_Final.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/5._last_version_ttip_briefing_merge.pdf
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Social and health services of high quality are an essential part of our European welfare system and 
are based on a universal social protection approach and the principle of solidarity. More specifically, 
quality social and health services guarantee the implementation of fundamental rights for all, ensure 
the creation of comparable living conditions and opportunities and contribute actively to enhance 
the physical, mental, cultural and social capacity of individuals to participate fully in society. 
 
SOLIDAR has been working, also with other networks, for many years to support the improvement 
of working conditions in the sector. The main objective is to promote the sector’s attractiveness as 
well as to stress the importance to provide an appropriate legal, political and financial environment. 
 
In recent years, different developments across Europe are directly impacting the delivery and 
quality of social and health services. Due to an ageing society, increasing demand for social and 
health services and a shortage of skilled professionals in the sector, German non-statutory welfare 
organisations started looking into alternatives for attracting qualified personnel. 
 
Since a few years now, they have been recruiting staff at a small scale outside Germany, partly 
with the support of the federal or state governments. This procedure doesn’t come without risks 
regarding the fairness of mobility, wage dumping and the lowering of quality standards. 
 
In a common statement, SOLIDAR member Arbeiterwohlfahrt Germany (AWO) and the German 
umbrella organisation of non-statutory welfare services (BAGFW) take position on the issue of 
recruitment of foreign workers for the social and health sector in Germany. 
 
They call for the respect of the following principles for fair and responsible recruitment abroad: 
- Respect of the World Health Organisation guidelines for the International Recruitment of Health 
Personnel 
- Simplification, standardisation and acceleration of the recognition of professional qualification 
- Prohibition of commission fees to protect foreign staff from abuse and fraud 
- Intensive preparation regarding language and culture of the host country 
- Awareness of differences regarding qualification and activities between the professional fields in 
the home and the host country 
- Equal conditions for foreign and national staff at the workplace 
- Possibility of permanent residence and family reunification 
- Comprehensive and long-term support for professionals in the workplace, e.g. mentoring 
programmes 
 
The recruitment of staff abroad cannot replace a professional strategy to secure a sufficient pool of 
qualified personnel in Germany which needs better recognition and appreciation of the work in the 
social and health care sector as well as improved work and wage conditions. 
 
European Commission conference on the EU 2020 Poverty target 
 
In the context of the ongoing mid-term review of the Europe 2020 strategy, the European 
Commission is holding a high-level conference on 9 October 2014. The aim of the conference is 
to take stock of the target to reduce poverty by 20 million people by 2020 and to define the way 
forward for the EU and the Member States.  
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.bagfw.de/uploads/tx_twpublication/II_2014-07-16_Anwerbung_von_ausl__Arbeits-_und_Fachkr%C3%A4ften_in_der_Pflege_final.pdf
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If you are interested in attending please register using the link below by 19 September (no 
reimbursement of travel costs foreseen): 
 
https://secure.destree.be/ei/getdemo.ei?id=453&s=_EVC0ULG41 
 

PROJECTS AND ALLIANCES  
 
PESSIS II 
 
After the mid-term seminar that took place in Brussels on 5 June, the final conference of the project 
will be organised on 23 September in Brussels followed by the final project partners’ coordination 
meeting. More information and the agenda will be sent around soon.  
 
Negotiating Improvements for working Carers of Adults (NICA) project  
 
After the second steering group meeting at the end of May, the next meeting will take place on 3 
and 4 September in Bulgaria. Currently, a tool kit for employees is being developed and the final 
report is being drafted. 
SOLIDAR will organise the final conference and dissemination event on 22 October in Brussels. 
 
Partner search: Informal Social Networks as tool to counter the non-take-up of social 
security benefits and social services 
 
EU Programme: Erasmus+ Erasmus+ Volwasseneneducatie (Grundtvig)  Europa voor de Burger  
 
'Samenlevingsopbouw' is looking for an exchange on methodologies to counter the non-take-up of 
social security benefits and social services. As an important tool, the organisation is experimenting 
with 'Informal Social Networks'. 
 
Respond before: 30/09/2014  
 
Organisation  
"Samenlevingsopbouw" counts 8 regional institutes and one support institute for Community 
Development in Flanders and Brussels. The Community Development sector has some 300 
subsidized community development workers and falls within the remit of the Flemish Minister for 
Welfare, Health and the Family.  Community development is a way of strengthening civil society by 
prioritising the actions of communities, and their perspectives in the development of social, 
economic and environmental policy. It seeks the empowerment of local communities: geographical 
communities, communities of interest or identity and communities organised around specific 
themes or policy initiatives. It strengthens the capacity of people as active citizens through 
community groups, organisations and networks on the one hand; and the capacity of institutions 
and agencies (public, private and non-governmental) on the other hand to work in dialogue with 
citizens to shape and determine change in their communities. It plays a crucial role in supporting 
active democratic life by promoting the autonomous voice of disadvantaged and vulnerable 

http://www.solidar.org/
https://secure.destree.be/ei/getdemo.ei?id=453&s=_EVC0ULG41
http://www.kcse.eu/programma/2014-2020/erasmusplus
http://www.kcse.eu/programma/2014-2020/Grundtvig
http://www.kcse.eu/programma/europa-voor-de-burger
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communities. It has a set of core values/social principles covering human rights, social inclusion, 
equality and respect for diversity; and a specific skills and knowledge base. 
 
Partners searched  

 Organisations for Community development (European Community Development Network) 

 Organisations and groups working against poverty 

 Social Services (of local and regional authorities or of civil society) 
 

Problem definition 
Non-take-up of social security benefits ans social services 
5% of the population lives minimum one month in a situation with no social protection. These 
citizens are rightful claimants of a minimum benefit, buth they're getting no psychological, financial 
nor material support. Looking at the global social rights, 60% of the global population are rightful 
claimants of social rights without getting it. 
'Samenlevingsopbouw' is looking for methodologies to counter the non-take-up of social security 
benefits and social services. 

 
More info: http://www.kcse.eu/informal-social-networks-tool-counter-non-take-social-security-
benefits-and-social-services 
 
Who cares? Reconciling work and care responsibilities for dependent family members 

Together with the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) FERPA and EPSU, SOLIDAR is 
involved in the project “Who cares? - Reconciling work and care responsibilities for dependent 
family members” that aims at collecting experiences from real life of how to facilitate reconciliation 
of working and family-life obligations. It can be a concrete contribution to meet the policy 
aspirations of the Social Investment Package and other policy targets about promoting active 
ageing and having more people working longer.  

During the spring meetings of the Social Protection working group and the Women’s Committee 
we presented the project objectives and activities. So far, a first round table was held on 3rd June 
in Brussels.  A questionnaire was sent out to all our affiliates.  The next stage will be three regional 
one-day workshops to be held in Stockholm, Milan and Berlin in October.  The first workshop will 
be in Stockholm on 10 October (languages: Swedish, English).  The second will be in Milan on 17 
October (languages: Italian, English and French).  The third will be in Berlin on 28 October 
(languages:  German, French).    
 
Each of these workshops will deal with four main themes: 

1. The situation of those being cared for and their carers and the level of awareness of the 
issue in public debate 

2. Policy framework in different countries and helping and hindering factors in the policy 
framework 

3. Existing practices in collective agreements or at company level to support working carers 
4. What needs to be done to support carers: key issues for policy makers and social partners 

 
Don’t hesitate to contact Elsa if you need more information or wish to register to one of the 3 
workshops.  

http://www.solidar.org/
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NEXT MEETINGS OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM IN 2014 
 

 Training Academy: 3 and 4 November 2014, Frankfurt 

 Social Affairs Forum: 1 and 2 December 2014, Brussels 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 23 September (Brussels): PESSIS 2 Final Conference 

 1-5 October (Lampedusa): Festival of Mediterranean Cultures (see article above) 

 22 October (Brussels): NICA final conference 

 20-21 November (Brussels): European Platform Against Poverty (EPAP) Convention 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS / SEPTEMBER 2014 
 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
 
SOLIDAR Social Affairs Forum 
 
Our next SAF meeting will take place on 1 and 2 December in Brussels, registration is open at 
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=66 
We will be able to cover travel and accommodation costs (according to SOLIDAR rules) for 1 person 
per member/partner organisation. 
 
SOLIDAR Training Academy 
 
The SOLIDAR Training Academy will take place on 3 and 4 November 2014 in Frankfurt, 
Germany. The registration is open at http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2014-
11-04 until 10 October where you can also find a draft programme. 
We will be able to partly cover travel costs (according to SOLIDAR rules) for 1 person per 
member/partner organisation. 
 
SOLIDAR Social Progress Watch Initiative expert network  
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2014-11-04
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2014-11-04
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The document “SPWI2015 – Toolkit for the national EU strategy groups” was sent around in 
September. The document will be translated in French, German and Spanish in the coming 
weeks and will be available as of 8 October. This document can be used during the national EU 
strategy groups meeting to present the Social Progress Watch initiative and plan the activities for 
next years.  
The national EU monitoring table 2015 will be send to the national EU strategy groups by the end 
of November. 
We are now drafting a response to the Commission’s consultation. The response is based on the 
inputs from the SPWI country desk studies and our common briefing Europe 2020: how to spur 
social progress for a more inclusive Europe?. We will circulate a draft by mid-October asking for 
inputs and remarks. The deadline to submit the consultation is the 31st of October. 
 
SOLIDAR Social economy working group 
 
The SOLIDAR Training Academy on 3 and 4 November will focus on two topics: Innovative social 
services - financing of and promotion for inclusive services. And: Attractive employment in social 
services for high quality services. The Academy will give space for discussions between members 
of the social economy working group and allow for peer learning and the exchange of best 
practices. 
 
The next working group will take place in the framework of our Social Affairs Forum on 1 and 2 
December. 
 
SOLIDAR has submitted our contribution to the consultation by the Italian Presidency of the 
European Union on the Social Economy:  
http://www.lavoro.gov.it/SemestreEuropeo/AttivitaEventi/Pages/Semestre-
Europeo_Consultazione-pubblica-Economia-Sociale.aspx 
 
Volunteering/active citizenship working group 
 
Sabir Festival of Mediterranean cultures – For more solidarity in EU migration policy 
 
SOLIDAR will take part of the Sabir Festival of Mediterranean cultures on 1 until 5 October 
2014 in Lampedusa to call for a solidarity-driven EU’s migration policy based on the indivisibility of 
human rights. In our view, the Dublin Agreement stipulating that refugees and asylum seekers have 
to ask for asylum in the country where they arrive as well as the populist and reactionary attitude 
of certain EU leaders towards migration policies contribute to diffuse a sense of isolation for the 
institutions in the isle. Therefore, it is time to change this pattern! Thus, it is needed to promote a 
rights-based approach to economic and social development in the country of origins and 
guarantees that the Post 2015 development framework promotes human development and social 
justice. To put forward these messages SOLIDAR will present in Lampedusa the statement 
“Wanted: Solidarity at the Heart of EU Migration and Development Policies” 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/65.mid-term_review_2020_version_7th_april.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/65.mid-term_review_2020_version_7th_april.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/Social-Affairs,1553.html
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Degrowth, Décroissance, Postwachstum - (Why) Is growth needed? 

International Degrowth Conference in Leipzig shows ways toward a society beyond the 
imperative of growth 

From 2-6 September 2014, 2,500 people are gathering in Leipzig for the Fourth International 
Conference on Degrowth for Ecological Sustainability and Social Equity with the focus on 
concrete steps towards a society beyond the imperative of growth. 

The conference gives room for scientific debates, exchange between activists and economic 
pioneers as well as artistic approaches to the subject. The conference is part of an international 
cycle of events: so far, there have been conferences on degrowth in Paris 2008, in Barcelona 
2010 and in Venice and Montreal 2012. 

What is degrowth and (why) do we need it? 

Degrowth means a downscaling of production and consumption in industrialised countries to 
increase human well-being and enhance ecological conditions and equity on the planet. 
Respecting the natural limits of the Earth and the limits of technological innovation, we need a 
societal and economic system that is no longer based on growth. The current economic, 
environmental and social crises show a clear need for a paradigm shift. We need to live within our 
ecological limits where resources are equally shared through new forms of democratic 
institutions. Instead of efficiency we need to focus on sufficiency. Degrowth does not only 
challenge the centrality of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) as an overarching policy objective, 
but proposes ways for a radical change of our economic system, to create more space for human 
cooperation and resilient ecosystems. 

SOLIDAR has been advocating for the recognition and support of the social and solidarity 
economy at EU level for some time now, as described in our briefing entitled ‘Promoting the 
Social Economy as a Driver for Inclusive Growth and Social Progress’. The conference shows 
once more that a lot of good initiatives already exist but still a lot needs to be done to raise 
awareness with decision-makers to provide for a level-playing field. SOLIDAR will continue its 
work in this regard. 
Trade Union Movements, Social, Environmental and Development NGO’s, gathered during the 
Spring Alliance, where they have already called for a paradigm shift since 2009. This is supported 
by the fact that the Earth Overshoot Day has moved down to 19th August this year (source: WWF 
News. 

The conference highlights the existence of the many approaches to an alternative, aiming for a 
more sustainable system at local and grass-roots level: Repair cafés, Permaculture initiatives, 
solidarity agriculture, regional currencies and many other forms of solidarity, social and sharing 
economies. Many initiatives are displaying their projects at the conference venue, the University 
of Leipzig. Especially the social and solidarity economy plays a crucial role within this movement. 
By creating high-quality jobs in organisations with democratic governance structures working 
towards the achievement of social and sustainable goals, the social economy can be a driving 
force in the establishment of a new economic and societal system. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/64_briefing_social_economy.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/64_briefing_social_economy.pdf
http://www.wwf.eu/what_we_do/natural_resources/news_natural_resources/?227534/In-the-red-for-the-rest-of-2014-today-we-exceed-natures-budget
http://www.wwf.eu/what_we_do/natural_resources/news_natural_resources/?227534/In-the-red-for-the-rest-of-2014-today-we-exceed-natures-budget
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The degrowth movement searches for answers regarding the North-South aspect as well: Do 
people in the global south have the right to growth? How do we meet the needs of everybody 
within planetary boundaries? High-level experts and activists from India, South America and 
Africa are sharing their views with the audience. 

We have to leave the current "grow or die" paradigm behind and finally act and live with respect 
for the limits of our planet and our future generations. Civil society plays an important role in 
achieving this paradigm shift and SOLIDAR will continue this discussion within its network and at 
European level. 

If you would like to join in on the conference, please click here 

Ongoing Tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea: human corridors urgently 
needed 

In September 800 people trying to reach Europe are dispersed in the Mediterranean Sea. A boat 
packed with up to 250 migrants trying to reach Europe has sunk off the Libyan coast. According 
to the latest information available, only 36 of them have been rescued. Some 500 people are 
missing and feared drowned after people smugglers sank a boat carrying them last week 300 
miles off the coast of Malta. For the umpteenth time, a human tragedy happened just at the 
borders of the European Union. And this while the Italian government has just declared it will 
end its rescue operation, Mare Nostrum and leave it to a division of the border agency called 
Frontex Plus, although funding and missions of the new operation are still unclear. 

Last week, der Spiegel published a report on the brutal methods used along the EU frontiers to 
keep refuges out. The report collected testimonies by UN agencies and NGOs of many cases of 
human rights violations towards immigrants at the boarders of Greece, Hungary and Spain. It also 
states that “the transformation of the EU into a fortress has created the conditions that have led to 
deaths along its borders. Many refugees choose the extremely dangerous route across the 
Mediterranean because Frontex is sealing off land routes”. The EU is responsible for these 
tragedies and should take immediate actions to avoid them and to tackle the root causes for 
migration. 

SOLIDAR calls for a change in the EU’s migration and development policies that seem led only 
by fear and populism. More solidarity is needed and this can be done by promoting a right-based 
migration policy based on a more efficient responsibility-sharing system and improved 
harmonisation of protection’s standards among Member States which the Dublin system fails to 
ensure. The opening of humanitarian corridors with the involvement of the United Nations is 
urgently needed. Moreover, the EU should keep its promises in terms of supporting investments 
in sustainable economic and social policies at the country of origin as well as promoting human 
and social rights. SOLIDAR will put forward these recommendations at the Sabir Festival in 
Lampedusa on 2 – 5 October. 

PROJECTS AND ALLIANCES  
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://leipzig.degrowth.org/en/livestream/
http://www.ansa.it/sito/notizie/cronaca/2014/09/15/-libia-200-migranti-dispersi-in-naufragio-barcone-_35935d9e-d081-468a-867d-7d9285516990.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/europe-tightens-borders-and-fails-to-protect-people-a-989502.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/europe-tightens-borders-and-fails-to-protect-people-a-989502.html
http://www.festivalsabirlampedusa.it/it/


  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 NGOs active in over 90 countries working to advance social justice in Europe and 
worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns of its member organisations to the EU and international institutions across the 
policy sectors social affairs, international cooperation and lifelong learning. For more info www.solidar.org 

58 
 

PESSIS II 
 
The final conference of the project took place in Brussels on 23 September.  
 
Negotiating Improvements for working Carers of Adults (NICA) project  
 
SOLIDAR will organise the final conference and dissemination event on 22 October in Brussels. 
The programme will be available in due time. 
 
 
Who cares? Reconciling work and care responsibilities for dependent family members 

Together with the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) FERPA and EPSU, SOLIDAR is 
involved in the project “Who cares? - Reconciling work and care responsibilities for dependent 
family members” that aims at collecting experiences from real life of how to facilitate reconciliation 
of working and family-life obligations. It can be a concrete contribution to meet the policy 
aspirations of the Social Investment Package and other policy targets about promoting active 
ageing and having more people working longer.  

During the spring meetings of the Social Protection working group and the Women’s Committee 
we presented the project objectives and activities. So far, a first round table was held on 3rd June 
in Brussels.  A questionnaire was sent out to all our affiliates.  The next stage will be three regional 
one-day workshops to be held in Stockholm, Milan and Berlin in October.  The first workshop will 
be in Stockholm on 10 October (languages: Swedish, English).  The second will be in Milan on 17 
October (languages: Italian, English and French).  The third will be in Berlin on 28 October 
(languages:  German, French).    
 
Each of these workshops will deal with four main themes: 

5. The situation of those being cared for and their carers and the level of awareness of the 
issue in public debate 

6. Policy framework in different countries and helping and hindering factors in the policy 
framework 

7. Existing practices in collective agreements or at company level to support working carers 
8. What needs to be done to support carers: key issues for policy makers and social partners 

 
Don’t hesitate to contact Elsa if you need more information or wish to register to one of the 3 
workshops.  

NEXT MEETINGS OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM IN 2014 
 

 Training Academy: 3 and 4 November 2014, Frankfurt 

 Social Affairs Forum: 1 and 2 December 2014, Brussels 

http://www.solidar.org/
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OTHER EVENTS 
 

 1-5 October (Lampedusa): Festival of Mediterranean Cultures (see article above) 

 22 October (Brussels): NICA final conference 

 3-4 November: Training Academy, Frankfurt 

 20-21 November (Brussels): European Platform Against Poverty (EPAP) Convention 

 1-2 December: SAF + SOLIDAR conference in the European Parliament 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Affairs Monthly Update October 2014 
 
Online available 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://us9.campaign-archive2.com/?u=3aa085d0806c2dc6f45570d87&id=f152a6d933&e=33b2252723
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SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS 
NOVEMBER&DECEMBER 2014 

 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
New publications! 
 
Social Progress Watch Initiative 2014: http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/country_studies_web.pdf 
 
and 
 
17 case studies: Best practices for social investment and quality job creation: 
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/case_studies_web.pdf 
 
 
SOLIDAR Social Affairs Forum follow-up 
 
 
Members Updates on activities, organisational news, policy developments in member 
states 

 Feedback round on SOLIDAR communication (especially weekly round-up), will be 
followed-up with Communication Officer 

 Joß Steinke offered to publish guest articles in the German bi-monthly periodical 'TuP' 
(Social Work - Theory and Practice), a well known and highly appreciated specialist 
journal covering all fields and aspects of Social Work. All members of SOLIDAR, who are 

http://www.solidar.org/
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interested in contributing to one of the next issues, are invited to write a short article (ca. 
7,000 characters) on the broad topic of Social Economy. The periodical will be issued in 
German, but if you submit your contribution in English, AWO will get the article translated. 
If you need more information or want to express your interest in writing an article, you can 
directly contact Joß Steinke: joss.steinke@awo.org  

Further information (in German): Homepage of the periodical TuP: http://www.tup-online.com/ 
Homepage of SOLIDAR member AWO: http://www.awo.org 
 
Social Progress Watch Expert network  

 Country studies were presented together with the agenda of the Annual Conference 
‘Together for Social Europe – investing in social progress’ that took place on 2 December 
in the European Parliament 

  It was agreed that the national monitoring tables 2015 will be sent to members by the 
beginning of 2015 
 
 

Volunteering/Active Citizenship working group  
 ARCI’s proposal to create a transversal advisory group on asylum, migration and 

integration was presented to members by Elsa Laino and Maurice Claassens on behalf of 
Raffaella Bollini (ARCI, member of the board) who could not attend the meeting. 

 
Presentation of the European Reference budgets projects by Anne van Lanker, please find 
her presentation and contact details here: 
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/eu_rbs_network_presentation_eesc.pdf  
and here:  
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/reference_budgets_leaflet.pdf 
  
Social Economy Working Group  
 

 Case studies were presented during Annual Conference on 2 December 
 Update on TTIP: Information on SOLIDAR’s latest activities on TTIP can be found here: 

http://www.solidar.org/Press-Release-Enforceable-Social.html; 
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1625.html 
 
 

Currently, the Institute for Social Work is preparing a newsletter on TTIP, if you have input on 
TTIP and its possible impacts on social services, please contact: Alejandro Rada, 
alejandro.rada@iss-ffm.de, +496995789136! The newsletter will be distributed to the SAF 
members upon its delivery. 
 

 Follow-up Training Academy: Documentation and evaluation can be found here (contact: 
Alejandro Rada, alejandro.rada@iss-ffm.de, +496995789136) 

http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/documentation_solidar_training_academy.pdf 
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/evaluation_of_the_training_academy.pdf 
 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
mailto:joss.steinke@awo.org
http://www.tup-online.com/
http://www.awo.org/
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Pictures of the Social Affairs Forum are available here: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/31689406@N05/sets/72157649521953556/ 

 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
 
Civil Society view regarding pending EU legislation 2014 – response to BusinessEurope 
 
SOLIDAR together with other Members, Partners and other Civil Society Organisations have sent 
a letter to European Commission President Juncker and Vice-President Timmermans as a 
response to the statement issued by Business Europe on 25 November 2014. With this letter we 
are calling for leadership to protect European values, to ensure social inclusion and aim for 
sustainable development. The CSO’s who have signed the letter offer their availability for the 
necessary constructive dialogue with the EU Institutions, on how to ensure that legislation 
necessary to protect European women and men, workers, consumers, and the environment and to 
support the long-term wellbeing of all people, is at the core of the EU agenda. You can find the 
letter here. This letter has been also published by Euractiv. 
 
The Ingredients for an Inclusive Jobs, Growth and Investment Agenda 
 
On 26 November, Commission-President Jean-Claude Juncker presented to the European 
Parliament the new Commission’s package for Jobs, Growth and Investment. SOLIDAR calls upon 
the European Institutions to make sure that the EU does not only invests in infrastructure, but also 
in human capital; that cutting red tape does not lead to scrapping European legislation that protects 
workers and the most economically vulnerable people. Read the full statement here. 
 
SOLIDAR held a one-day-event in the European Parliament presenting its proposal Ingredients 
for an Inclusive Jobs, Growth and Investment Agenda. 
 
Together for Social Europe: Investing in Social Progress 
 
The first round table in the morning entitled “Together for social Europe – Investing in social 
progress” hosted by MEP Maria Joao Rodrigues, vice-President of the S&D group. In her key note 
speech, Mrs Rodrigues highlighted that fighting inequalities should be one of the main goals of the 
EU growth strategy. In her view, there are new forms of inequalities which have emerged and need 
to be tackled: the number of working poor is increasing, while the middle classes are shrinking. Mrs 
Rodrigues called for a greater focus on basic social rights such as the rights to access decent 
housing, social services, adequate social protection, life-long learning opportunities and equal 
treatment in employment and in society. 
 
Afterwards SOLIDAR presented some key recommendations to EU policy makers on how to create 
the best policy environment for a more cohesive and inclusive Europe. The recommendations have 
been developed with inputs from the activities conducted at national and European level by 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/response2be-letter-final.pdf
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/social-europe-jobs/dont-axe-gender-and-environment-laws-ngos-tell-timmermans-310605
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2014_11_26_jobs_growth_and_investment_web.pdf
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SOLIDAR members in 2014 in the framework of SOLIDAR’s ‘Together for Social Europe’ 
programme. 
 
Read more 
 
Economic and Social Futures: Social Investment in Europe 
 
In the second session, organised together with Policy Network and titled “Economic and social 
futures of Europe”, hosted by MEP Philippe Lamberts (Greens/EFA, Belgium), two panels took 
place. The first one titled ‘Europe’s post-crisis social reality and policy responses’ looked at the 
protracted economic recovery that Europe has been experiencing since the 2008 financial crash 
which has exacerbated pre-existing social trends. The panel was chaired by Conny Reuter, 
Secretary General of SOLIDAR. Speakers discussed the main economic and social developments 
undergone by European societies today and reflected on whether national welfare policies have 
adapted effectively to this new environment. 
 
Read more 
 
Commission opens online consultation on Working Time Directive 
 
The main purpose of this consultation is to gather insights and contributions from the public in the 
context of the ongoing review and impact assessment process concerning the Working Time 
Directive and possible changes to the Directive. 
You can find the consultation which is open to individuals and organisations here: 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=333&consultId=14&visib=0&furtherConsult=yes&langId
=en 
 

PARTNER SEARCH 
 
The social Centre CAP Sud in Poitiers, participated in a Youth in Action programme in 2013 and 
would like to make projects like this a regular activity of their centre. 
Hence, CAP Sud are looking for partners for future European youth exchange programmes.  
 
CAP Sud is situated in one of the poorer neighbourhoods of Poitiers. They work with publics of all 
ages but for the European youth exchange programmes, they want to work with young people 
between the age of 16 and 25 years that are volunteers at CAP Sud as part of a social and 
professional inclusion plan. A detailed description in French, English, Spanish and German is 
attached to this email.  
The programme contents, exchange period and any other details are completely open and to be 
determined with the partner/s.  
Fairly new to European projects, CAP Sud would not mind to be integrated into an existing project 
in the beginning in order to learn from those with more experience.  
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/The-Ingredients-for-an-Inclusive.html
http://www.solidar.org/The-Ingredients-for-an-Inclusive,1642.html
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In case of questions, for more information or any other query, those interested can directly contact 
Damien BERNARD at CAP Sud, who is in charge of the programme development.  
Telephone: 0033 5 49 62 97 47 / 0033 6 91 48 97 47  
E-mail: insertion@cap-sud-poitiers.com 
 
 

NEXT SAF DATES 
 

 SAF and study visit: 9 and 10 March 2015, CSV UK 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 15 December: Board meeting SOLIDAR 

 15-17 December: Civil Society Europe (Rome) 
 
 
Please note that the SOLIDAR Secretariat will be closed between 22 December 2014 and 4 
January 2015! We wish you a peaceful Christmas break and all the best for the New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
mailto:insertion@cap-sud-poitiers.com

