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WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER 2016 

 

Perspectives for decent future of today’s youth – Final conference of world of 

work for youth project  

 
When: 15:30 – 17:30 
Venue: European Parliament, room 5B37, visitor’s area 
Language: English 

Public event 

 
Background and objective of the event 

 

“The situation is tough for young people,” said Angel Gurría, secretary general of the Organisation for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). Today’s society is marked by striking youth 

unemployment rates, low income averages for young professionals and has even generated the so-

called boomerang generation, making it thereby hard for young people to gain a foothold.  

  

In 2016 young adults gain considerably less than national averages, whereas they earned more than 

national averages 30 years ago. Today in many countries they have slumped to earning as much as 

20% below their average compatriot. It is likely to be the first time in industrialised history, save for 

periods of war or natural disaster, that the incomes of young adults have fallen so far when compared 

with the rest of society. It is of greatest importance that young people are empowered and can actively 

participate in society (The Guardian). 

 

The SOLIDAR Foundation works closely with its members on youth issues and fights for a society in 

which young people have the opportunity to establish themselves. In this context, we would like to invite 

you to the final conference on the World of Work for youth project (WOW project) which will let us 

look at the perspectives for decent future of today’s youth. 

 

Programme 

 

15:30 Opening 

Jeppe Kofod, MEP  

Conny Reuter, SOLIDAR Secretary General  

 

15:40  Presentation of the project World of Work for Youth  

Emma Severin Hansen, FIC (Denmark) 

 

 Youth testimonies about the situation on the labour market 

Emma Severin Hansen FIC SOLIDAR Ungdom (Denmark): “State of play of 

young people in Denmark”  

Dan O’Neill, SIPTU Youth (Ireland): “Working hours and pay’ amongst young 

workers” 

Ivana Zivkovic, IDC Serbia: “WOW (World of Work) for Youth in Serbia”  

Jeff Nonato, Filcams CGIL Nazionale (Italy): “A world without work? 

Unemployment, job insecurity, poverty in the Italian labour market”  

 

 

 

 

http://solidar.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3aa085d0806c2dc6f45570d87&id=31784cc07c&e=33b2252723
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16:15 Panel discussion  

“Perspectives for todays’ youth transition to decent jobs: role of vocational 

education and training and skills guarantee measures to support the 

transition from education to employment” 

Ole Christiansen, MEP S&D 

Tom Vrijens, President of ETUC Youth 

representative of the European Commission tbc 

 

16:45   Open debate and Q&A 

 

17:15 Screening of the video on the youth activism in Denmark, Ireland, Italy and 

Serbia developed in the course of the project 

 

17:30 Closing remarks  

Claus Larsen-Jensen, FIC Director 

 

  


