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WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT? 

 

This programme supports the global objective to strengthen and promote CSOs, social movements, 

representative and membership-based organisations and (independent) trade unions to take a 

leading role in reforms and democratic changes with regards to Decent Work, Social Protection (DWSP) 

and Freedom of Association (FoA) in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine and Tunisia.  

It aims to develop the capacity and stimulate the participation of civil society in local, national and 

European decision making processes, related to the European Neighbourhood Policy, and in 

particular monitor the progress made towards the objectives of the Action Plans and the Association 

Agreements between the EU and countries in the region. 

How? 

1. Increased capacity  
 

Develop and strengthen the operational capacities of civil society and independent trade unions in policy 
monitoring, advocacy and lobbying to promote an enabling environment for CSOs through capacity 
building activities to enable key stakeholders to participate in local and national dialogues on FoA and 
DWSP. 
 
2. Increased inclusion  

 
Support CSOs to work with vulnerable groups and independent trade unions, and to involve them in 
national advocacy alliances and initiatives and to participate in regional and global policy-making 
processes. 

 
3. Coordinated activism  

 
Support and strengthen existing regional and European networks and platforms through regional 
exchanges and regional policy monitoring activities to enable stakeholders to document good practices 
and reinforce their role to coordinate advocacy initiatives at regional and EU level. 
 
4. Increased awareness  

 
Reinforce CSOs and independent trade unions ‘watchdogs’ role and capacity to promote reform and 
increase public accountability to deliver DWSP through increased policy-monitoring skills and capacity to 
document evidence-based policy recommendation, improving dialogue and whistleblower communication 
channels amongst civil society in the region and towards the EU (in-country as well as towards Brussels). 
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WHO DO WE WORK WITH? 

 

This programme is implemented by SOLIDAR Middle East and North Africa Network that 

organizes civil society and independent trade unions to mobilize for social justice at the national, 

regional and EU level: 

 

EU- Belgium SOLIDAR 
EU- Belgium SOLIDAR Foundation 
EU-Spain Alianza por los Deerechos, la Igualdad y la SOlidaridad Internacional (ApS), 
EU- France Plateforme Non-Gouvernamental Euromed  
EU-Italy ARCS-ARCI Cultura e Sviluppo 
EU-Spain Movement for Peace (MPDL) 
EU-France Comité Nationale de Solidarité Laique 
Algeria DJAZAIROUNA 
Algeria EL GHAITT 
Egypt ABGAD HAWAZ Foundation « Enriching Education and Culture for Children » 
Egypt Egyptian Center for Economic Social and Cultural Rights 
Jordan West and East Center for Human Resources Development 
Jordan Daem Observatory for Consultation and Training “Tamkeen Fields for Aid” 
Lebanon The Popular AID for Relief and Development (PARD) 
Lebanon Kafa (enough) Violence and Exploitation (KAFA) 
Morocco Association Bades d’animation sociale et économique (A.B.A.S.E) 
Morocco Réseau Marocain de Jeunesse et de Concertation (REMAJEC) 
Palestine The Palestinian Non-Governmental Organisational Network (PNGO) 
Palestine Democracy and Workers’ Rights Center in Palestine (DWRC) 
Palestine Stars of Hope Society 
Tunisia Tunisian Forum for Youth Empowerment (TFYE) 

 

Our key allies: 

Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND)  

CONCORD 

The International Trade Union Confederation (Arab States) 

Trade Union Network on Mediterranean ad Sub-Saharan Migrants 

Human Rights and Democracy Network 

EuroMed Rights 

ILO Social Security Department 

Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors 

UNRISD 
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WHAT DID WE DO IN 2015? 

 

SOLIDAR Middle East and North Africa Network’s approach to promote FoA and DWSP builds on the 

theory of change that is characterized by the “networked effects” of its organization and activities and on 

the focus on policy-change and advocacy. This approach is developed at national, regional, EU and 

Global levels with the aim to organize and empower civil society for policy change through enhanced 

capacity, greater inclusion and awareness, coordinated activism and advocacy. 

 

Organising civil society at the national level  

 

The space for civil society is under pressure in the region, however data is missing to fully assess sector-

specific dialogue, coordination and cooperation concerning the progressive realisation of economic, social 

and cultural rights (ESCRs). Considering documented FoA encroachments against stakeholders one can 

conclude that there are still some miles to bridge to close existing gaps. By raising awareness, taking 

stock and promoting recommendations to overcome challenges, related to the restricted legal and 

political space in which the target groups operate, this gap can be closed and the space for civil society 

promoted. The ‘know your rights workshops’ format is applied by SOLIDAR in programs all throughout the 

world to serve similar purposes as described above and it is based on a peer-learning methodology 

In Algeria 

 
 
Alianza por la Solidaridad (ApS) has implemented the national activities with the Algerian organisations 
DJAZAIROUNA and El Ghatt.  In this framework, one workshop  was organised on « Capacité de 
plaidoyer des organisations de la société civile (OSC) pour un environnement plus favorable et 
une participation au dialogue de politiques »  in Blida on 30 November 2015. 

 
The workshop was attended by 21 participants from 
civil society organisations and including one 
representative from SNAPEST, independent trade 
union. The aim of the workshop aimed to identify the 
channels for participation of the CSOs in the public 
dialogue, understand the needs and constraints of the 
Algerian CSOs in their work on dialogue and 
participation in the definition of specific policies related 
to social protection floors, analyse and raise 
awareness on the capacities of the Algerian CSOs in 
this field and in relation with the Algerian law, and 

Identify strategies to participate according the experience and the Algerian context 
 
During the workshop, a questionnaire and interviews have been realized by the consultant to develop one 
national case study on the CSO enabling environment in Algeria. 

 

In Jordan 

 

ARCS- Culture e Sviluppo implements the national activities together with together with West and East 
Center organized and Tamkeen Fields for Aid. In this framework, one workshop on “Freedom of 
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association as an enabling right for youth to access their socio-economic rights”: know your rights 
workshop was organised in Jordan on 6 June 2015. 

The activity brought together 29 participants from youth organisations to discuss the current legal 
framework on freedom of association and the enabling environment for youth to access their ESCRs. Also, 
a focus group dialogue was held on youth and human rights and the role of the European Union in 

enhancing local enabling environment in the framework of the 
ENP.  

On 6 and 7 October 2015, ARCS and Tamkeen Fields for Aid 
organised a national workshop on "Social Justice in Jordan- 
between practice and Application”, with 29 participants from 
different sectors, including representatives of the Social Security 
Corporation of the Ministry of Labor, the Social Security 
Foundation, the General Federation of Official Trade Unions, 
Independent trade unions, CSOs, journalists and researchers. The 
seminar covered several topics:  

6 October: a) the Social Security Law, b) the Social Protection 
Initiative, c) Legal framework for social protection (Arab and 
international Legislation), d) Migrant workers and the absence 
of social protection. 

7 October: e) Social Protection and Work (unemployment, 
on-the-job, disabilities, maternity); f) decline in working 
condition in Jordan and the absence of social safety nets, g) 
Minimum Wage; h) the role of trade unions in promoting the 
concept of Social Protection; i) evaluation of the current 
challenges regarding the Social Protection floors in Jordan, l) 
sharing CSOs' experience in promoting social protection to 
Jordanian and Migrants workers. 

Following up from this workshop, 1 National Case Study on 
“Working women in sectors of Secretary, Beauty Salons, and Supportive Health Service in Jordan” was 
developed to further shed light on the lack of social protection, and risks of exploitations for Jordanian 
working women in these sectors. 

 

In Palestine 

 

Movement for Peace (MPDL) implements national activities with The Palestinian Non-Governmental 

Organisational Network (PNGO), Democracy and Workers’ Rights Center in Palestine (DWRC) and 

Stars of Hope Society. 

One “Local capacity building ‘know your rights 

workshops’ to identify encroachments of FoA”, was 

organized on 10 -11 June in Gaza, and on 13 June in 

Ramallah, West Bank.  

On 10-11 June 2015, the two-day workshop in Gaza brought 

together 29 representatives of independent trade unions and 

workers organizations, human rights organizations, 

independent activists and trade unionists 

On 13 June 2015, the workshop in Ramallah, West Bank, gathered more than 30 representatives of CSOs 

(among which women´s organizations, human rights organizations and people with disabilities 

http://www.arcsculturesolidali.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Working-Women-In-Jordan-en.pdf
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organizations), independent trade unions and governmental institutions to assess FoA as an enabling right 

to access ESCRs.  

During the workshops, Palestinian CSOs, social movements, and independent trade unions gathered to 

analyse FoA from the point of view of an enabling 

right for the realization of ESCRs, reviewing 

Palestinian and International legislation, channels of 

dialogue, and the existing limitations both in Gaza 

and the West Bank in order to define common 

advocacy initiatives to change the local situation. 

One workshop on “Decent Work and Social 
Protection for People with disabilities” was 
organised in Ramallah on 4 February 2016. This 
workshop brought together 45 representatives of civil 
society organizations from the social, education, 
health and labour sectors together with government 
representatives from the Palestinian Ministry of Social 
Affairs and the Ministry of Labour shared good practices to improve Decent Work and Social Protection 
policies in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. The workshop focused on: Social protection for people with 
disabilities and related policies in light of the rights of persons with disabilities and the principles of ILO 
Recommendation No. 202 and the law for persons with disabilities 4-1999; The right of persons with 

disabilities in relation to social protection and decent 
work in Palestine; The challenges related to access to 
education and social welfare systems in practice; To 
develop recommendations on policies to improve access 
to social systems, education and care: contributions to 
the draft of the Social Security Act N°6 in Palestine. 

One workshop on 

“Decent Work and 

Social Protection 

(DWSP) with 

particular 

attention for 

children, young people, women, unemployed, working poor and 

people with disabilities (ILO R202).” Was organized in Gaza, in 

October 2015. 

The workshop gathered more than 60 representatives of CSOs 
related to the women, youth, health and agricultural sectors who 
gathered with representatives from independent trade unions and 
the private sector, journalists, activists and governmental 
institutions to assess the existing legislation on Social Protection in 
Palestine and take stock of the challenges to ensure Decent Work 
conditions and develop a fair social protection system. 

 

In Tunisia 

 

Solidarité Laique implements the national activities with the Tunisian Forum for Youth Empowerment. 
The activities organized in the framework of this programme contribute to a wider multi-stakeholder 
programme “Soyons Actifs-actives” that bring together 47 civil society organisations in Tunisia.  In 2015, 
the two organisations have organized a cycle of workshops under the title: “Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (ESCRs) as an integral part of human rights” in Sousse and in Sidi Bouzid.  

http://actives-actifs.org/about/
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The first session was organised in Sousse on 28-29-30 July 2015, and brought together around 20 
participants among youth militants that were made aware of international human rights instruments, 
including the covenant on ESCRs though training related to theoretical knowledge of international legal 
texts on human rights and distribution of human rights literature; 
Participants were trained to develop advocacy on ESCRs using 
different techniques;  
  
 
The second session was organised in Sidi Bouzid on 14 June 
2015, and focused on “Training of Trainers on Economic, social 
and cultural rights” with the participation of 22 participants from 
11 Associations from different parts of Tunisia. The cycle of 
workshops concluded with the publication of an advocacy 
training guide on the Human rights-based advocacy for trainers 
of trainer, that was produced in the framework of the Multi-stakeholder programme of ‘Solidarité Laique in 
Tunisia 
 

One training session on "Decentralisation and Local Governance" was held on 4-6 September in 
Tunis. The training was organized by the Tunisian Forum for the Youth Empowerment, in collaboration 
with other French and Tunisian actors. 24 participants representing 13 organizations of civil society from 
different regions of Tunisia attended the meeting. The training was led by Mr. Tahar Wederni expert in the 
material from the Center of training and support for decentralization within the Ministry of Interior in Tunisia. 
The video was produced as a visibility tool to disseminate widely in Tunisia and at the EU level. 

 

In Morocco 

 

Movement for Peace (MPDL) implements the national activities with the organisations Association Bades 

d’animation sociale et économique (A.B.A.S.E), and Réseau Marocain de Jeunesse et de 

Concertation (REMAJEC). In this context, they focused the activities on access to decent work in Morocco. 

One “Training Workshop and advocacy action on 

decent work" was organised on December 25 and 26 in 

Larache. The activity brought together 24 participants to 

discuss the current gaps and limitations referring to the 

decent work agenda in Morocco in the framework of 

the sustainable development goals implementation, 

and to develop recommendations for a national advocacy 

campaign.  

On second workshop on “Le processus of 

régionalisation avancée et son impact sur le travail 

décent”, was organized on 15 December 2015 in 

AlHoceima, with the participation of 49 people, including 

members of CSOs, representatives of public institutions, policy makers and representatives of trade unions. 

This activity aimed to discuss the impact of the regionalisation process on the delivery of and access to 

essential social services, social protection and decent work. 

Following the activities, one case study on Decent Work in Morocco was developed and policy 

recommendations shared with local and national public institutions and EU Delegations. 

http://actives-actifs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/GUIDE_CDH.pdf
http://actives-actifs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/GUIDE_CDH.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPAvnXN6eA4
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In Egypt 

 

SOLIDAR closely cooperates with Norwegian People’s Aidt, the Abgad HAwaz Foundation and the 

Egyptian Center for Economic and Social Rights.  

Over the last year, the Egyptian government has significantly intensified its crackdown on civil society 
organizations. Since 2012, the Egyptian government has been engaged in a series of investigations against 
international and Egyptian NGOs over the so-called “foreign funding case”. In addition to that, in November 
2014, the Ministry of Social Solidarity (MoSS) set an ultimatum in late 2014 for Egyptian civil society 
organizations to register or else face closure.  In September 2014, the amendment of the Penal Code allows 
prosecutors to sentence defendants with 25 years broadly for receiving funding from abroad10. Lastly, most 
recently, the Egyptian authorities have started investigation against civil society organizations on tax 
inquiry11. Accordingly, since then, the MoSS has started an investigation to examine the civil society 
organizations activities under the repressive Law 84/2002. Only in February 2016 about 37 Egyptian 
organizations are on the prosecution list. 
 
In this context of severe shrinking space for civil society, SOLIDAR has increased its advocacy towards the 
European Institutions in alliance with the Euromed Rights network: 
 

o A joint statement ‘EGYPT: Travel bans systematically used to silence Human Rights 
defenders’ voices’ 
 

o 44 Civil Society Organizations Call for Renewed Efforts to Ensure the Release of Egyptian 
Political Prisoners 

 

o Open Letter to François Hollande ahead of his visit to Egypt 
 

 

REGIONAL EXCHANGES AND EU POLICY MONITORING  

 

The regional exchanges stimulate peer-learning and twinning between stakeholders to enhance the 

implementation of local actions and advocacy initiatives, as well as to strengthen the capacities of existing 

regional and European networks to facilitate more tailored regional exchange initiatives matching local 

needs in order to feed into EU decision-making 

processes. In this context, the programme 

builds on the national activities to further 

strengthen existing networks in the MENA 

region and to build regional alliances to monitor 

EU policies in promoting ESCRs, decent work 

and social protection in the framework of the 

European Neighbourhood Policy.  

One regional workshop on “Social 

Protection in the Middle East and North 

Africa” was organized in Tunis, during the 

World Social Forum, on 25 March. The 

activity brought together 35 representatives 

from civil society organizations from the MENA 

region, representatives from Belgian and 

http://solidar.org/Organising-International,2052.html
http://solidar.org/Organising-International,2052.html
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/egypt_political_prisoners_letter_22_01_2016.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/egypt_political_prisoners_letter_22_01_2016.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2016-03_lettre_a_franc_ois_hollande_v2_-_en.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2016-03_lettre_a_franc_ois_hollande_v2_-_en.pdf
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Moroccan Trade Unions, Arab Social Democratic Forum, and Ettakattol, Richard Howitt Member of the 

European Parliament (S&D Group, UK Labour) and Coordinator for the Socialist and Democrat Group in 

the Sub-committee on Human Rights,  and Norbert Neuser, Member of the European Parliament (S&D) 

and Coordinator for the Socialist and Democrat Group in 

the Sub-committee on Development, and Isabel Ortiz, 

Director of the ILO Social Security Department. 

The round table was an opportunity launch a joint briefing 

titled ‘Key Principles for a Revised European 

Neighbourhood Policy’ on the future of the European 

Neighborhood Policy’ with CSO policy recommendation 

towards the EU. 

The full activity report of the WSF can be found here 

 

More Photos of the WSF can be found here 

 

On 30-31 October 2015 the Third Regional Conference on the EU Arab Partnership was organized by 

the Euromed Platform with the ANND and SOLIDAR in Beirut, with the participation of around 85 

representatives from CSO, Trade Unions and EU institutions (MEPs and EU Delegation). Members 

of the European Parliament, Pier Antonio Panzeri, Maria Arena, 

Richard Howitt and Cecile Kyenge, also attended the conference 

as discussants.  

  

The activity consisted in a 

series of workshops on the 

key regional challenges to 

be addressed in the current 

ENP revision: ENP 

revision; ESCRs in the 

region; EU Human Rights 

Action Plan 

Implementation; Shrinking 

space for CSOs, Migration; 

Decent Work and Social Protection and the role of Social Dialogue; Cultural Policies in the Arab Region 

and Public Procurement.   

 

During the workshop, members of the SOLIDAR MENA Network have presented the regional policy 

recommendations of the 2015 Social Protection Monitoring reports in the light of the ENP revision: 

 

 Lebanon 

 Jordan 

 Egypt 

 Palestine 

 Algeria 

 Tunisia 

 Morocco 
 

The full Activity report can be found here. 

http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/73_solidar_briefing_enp.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/73_solidar_briefing_enp.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/73_solidar_briefing_enp.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_04_01_solidar_wsf_activity_report_web.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/31689406@N05/sets/72157651646560061/
http://www.annd.org/data/file/files/__Agenda_Third_Regional_Meeting_EU_AR%20(1)(1).pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_12_07_solidar_ois_case_study_lebanon.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_12_07_solidar_ois_case_study_jordan.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_12_07_solidar_ois_case_study_egypt.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_12_07_solidar_ois_case_study_palestine-2.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_11_13_solidar_country_reports_mena_algeria.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_11_13_solidar_country_reports_mena_tunisia-2.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_11_13_solidar_country_reports_mena_morocco-2.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_11_05_solidar_beirut_activity_report.pdf
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ADVOCACY AT EU AND ILO LEVEL 

 

Building on the national and regional exchanges, the EU and ILO Advocacy missions aim to bring the policy 

recommendations developed jointly at national and regional levels to EU decision-making level. The overall 

objective is to strengthen the structured dialogue between civil society and the EU institutions. 

The European Neighbourhood Policy  

 

In the light of the public consultation on the ENP revision, within the ENP South Advisory Group of 

CONCORD (EPAN working Group), SOLIDAR has organised a briefing session with Eduard Kukan 

(MEP), Rapporteur of the AFET report on the ENP on 27 May 2015. The meeting was also attended 

some members of the Human Rights and Democracy Network (HRDN), including Oxfam, Terres Des 

Hommes, ILGA-Europe, Euromed Rights 

Network, Child Pact, Euromed Platform 

France and Palestine and EPLO.  Through 

this meeting, we could present the 

recommendations of civil society from the 

MENA on the ENP revision.  

As a result of the meeting, SOLIDAR 

amendments have been included in the 

final AFET report on the ENP review, 

paragraph 24 and 25 with reference to 

freedom of association and economic, 

social and cultural rights (ESCRs) and the 

need to promote the social dimension of 

the ENP. 

With the objective to further strengthen the structured regional dialogue between the EU and civil society 

from the MENA region, on 16 November 2015, SOLIDAR organized in the framework of CONCORD, 

together with the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), the Euromed NGO Platform, and the 

Arab NGO Network for Development 

(ANND), the Second EU-Arab Civil 

Society Dialogue “Rebuilding 

Relations with Southern 

Neighbourhood Countries. The 

dialogue was attended by 75 

participants from Europe and the 

MENA region, academia, International 

NGOs, Trade Unions and EU officials, 

including Colin Scicluna from the 

Cabinet of Commissioner Johannes 

Hahn, and Irene Mingasson, the Head 

of Unit for Regional Programs in DG 

NEAR.   

On 17 November 2015, SOLIDAR 
organised a round table in the 
European Parliament entitled  “The role of the EU as a peace promoter in the Middle East and North 
Africa region: between human rights and security”, hosted by MEP Pier Antonio Panzeri, the Chair of 
the Delegation for the Relations with Maghreb Countries and the Arab Maghreb Union. The round table 

http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/solidar_annd_euromed_enpsubmission.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0194%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/16_nov_agenda_csodialogue_online.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/16_nov_agenda_csodialogue_online.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/16_nov_agenda_csodialogue_online.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/16_nov_agenda_csodialogue_online.pdf
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aimed at launching the regional report  “Social Protection: Key for Peace and Prosperity in the Middle 
East and North Africa” and was attended by 35 
participants and EU officials including MEPs and 
representatives of the External Action Service, including 
Antonis Alexandridis, from the Division Human Rights – 
Policy Guidelines, Department for Human Rights and 
Democracy, together with Eldridge Adolfo and Cornelia 
Kratochvil, from the Security Policy Department. 

Following 
these 

regional 
exchanges, 
SOLIDAR 

and the 
ANND have also issued a regional policy briefing on 
Defending Civil Society Space in Southern Neighbourhood 
Countries on the occasion of the EU Civil Society Forum 
organised by the European Commission in March 2016. 
This paper contributes to highlight the ongoing shrinking 
space for civil society in the region and identifies key policy 
recommendations in the light of the ENP implementation. 

 

Building strategic alliances at the ILO 

 

From 1 to 4 June 2015 SOLIDAR organized a study visit with members and partners organisations 

to the 104th ILO Annual Conference in Geneva.  The activity consisted of a public event on the right to 

social protection and ILO R 202 with the ILO Bureau for Workers' Activities (ACTRAV) on 1 June 2015. 

On 2-3 June, the SOLIDAR delegation attended the Committee on the Application of the Standards and 

the Committee on the Transition from Informal to formal Economy. In this context, SOLIDAR supported 

the Arab Trade Union Confederation (ATUC) petition on Egypt, and coordinated an advocacy action 

with CGATA (Confederation Generale Autonome des Travailleurs en Algeria/ General Independent 

Confederation of Workers in Algeria), of which the SNAPAP is a member on the Algeria’s case on 

Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize (ILO C87) examined.  

OUR POLICY AND ADVOCACY IMPACT 

 

Through the regional exchanges and the policy monitoring activities, as well as the EU advocacy and 

missions, the programme has had a remarkable impact on shaping the EU policy –making process 

with regard the ENP revision, the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy. 

In particular, with regard the policy impact on the ENP revision: 

SOLIDAR has contributed with several amendments to the EP draft AFET report, and several have been 

included in the final adopted AFET report on the ENP review, paragraph 24 and 25 with reference to 

freedom of association and economic, social and cultural rights (ESCRs) and the need to promote 

the social dimension of the ENP. 

The final ENP joint communication document includes reference to several of the CSOs 

recommendations that were submitted through the consultation and further strengthened during the 

regional and EU exchanges and, and resulted in mentioning the importance of social protection policies 

in the region, especially for youth and to uphold socio-economic rights of women. On the same lines, 

the ENP communication document and the bilateral meetings held with the Cabinet of Commissioner Hahn 

http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/76_2015_11_13__briefing_dwsp.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/76_2015_11_13__briefing_dwsp.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/78_briefing_organising_international_solidarity_civil_society_space.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/78_briefing_organising_international_solidarity_civil_society_space.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/solidar-solidar_suisse_-_fos_-_solidarite_socialiste_public_event_program_-_june_2nd.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/ilo_algeria.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_06_25_enp_up_close_v2.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bREPORT%2bA8-2015-0194%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
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and DG NEAR head of Unit for regional programmes, highlight that further support will be given to regional 

CSOs multi-stakeholder fora, to support joint advocacy actions and recommendations from CSOs and trade 

unions aimed at tackling shrinking space for CSOs and promoting economic and social cultural rights in the 

region. 

SOLIDAR’s amendments to the new EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy have been included 

in the final document adopted by Council on 20th July 2015, namely paragraph 17: 

http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/action_plan.pdf 

With regard to EU advocacy impact: 

With the objectives to stir EU external policies towards the more concrete promotion of ESCRs and social 

protection systems, the activities organised in Beirut and in Brussels resulted in strengthening the call 

from EU officials about the need for a rights-based approach to social protection in their official 

statements. For example, Pier Antonio Panzeri mentioned during the EP hearing in the AFET committee 

on the launch of the new ENP the need to adopt a human rights framework to the new European 

Neighborhood Policy in order to promote sustainable socio-economic policies in fragile settings and to build 

resilience of vulnerable population. 

As a result of the policy and advocacy work on the ENP revision, SOLIDAR has participated as a key 

discussant during several hearings organised by the EESC: 1) Euromed Summit of Economic, Social 

Councils and Similar Institutions 2015, on “Key challenges for the Euro-Mediterranean region”, and 2) two 

roundtables organized by the REX section of the EESC on the ENP revision and the Post-2015 

Development and in the Euro-Med area. 

As a result of the policy work on ESCRs and DWSP in the target countries, SOLIDAR has been invited to 

the UNRISD seminar in Geneva at the ILO, on 17 September 2015 to give a presentation on “Organizing 

Civil Society in Promoting and Advancing Social protection Systems: Experiences from the Middle East and 

North Africa”, sharing concrete experiences and good practices from the current action. 

As a result of the national and regional advocacy on the ENP with and the ANND, in particular on FoA and 

the shrinking space for Civil Society, SOLIDAR has contributed to the debate over the creation of a 

regional structured dialogue between the EU and civil society in the target countries. In particular,  

as a result of the participation to the second Civil Society Forum in Brussels, and as part of the Core 

Advisory Group of the Intern-Institutional Steering Group on Civil Society- SOLIDAR participated to 

the discussion on self-governing civil society mechanisms to establish a regional structured dialogue in the 

Euro-Mediterranean region and actively contributed to the Terms of Reference (ToRs) for the re-launch of 

the Technical Assistance of the Civil Society Facility and to the ToRs for the feasibility study. In this 

framework, SOLIDAR participated to the Civil Society Facility South Workshop in Tunisia on 15-16 

June 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/action_plan.pdf
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-euromed-summit-2015-programme
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This activity report is produced in the framework of the regional EU-funded program “Decent Work, Social 

Protection and Freedom of Association in the Middle East and North Africa: Mobilising for Social Justice by 

Strengthening and Promoting CSOs, Social Movements and independent trade unions’ role in reforms and 

democratic change”, and it describes the activities realized during the implementation period 1/01/2015-

31/112/2015. 

 

SOLIDAR is a European network of membership based Civil Society Organisations who gather several 

millions of citizens throughout Europe and worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the values of its member 

organisations to the EU and international institutions across the three main policy sectors; social affairs, 

lifelong learning and international cooperation. 


