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Last weekend I was in Rome to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Treaty, SOLIDAR was part of the 
Nostra Europa mobilisation organised by our members ARCI and CGIL. 
 
Thousands of people hit the streets to call for The Europe we want: a Europe of solidarity, social justice 
and equality. A Europe that takes care of its people and not purely driven by financial, jobless growth and 
security initiatives. We want Europe. 
 
I attended during these three days seminars by the civil society coalition, and spoke during a session on 
Changing Europe, by Changing migration policies.  
 
At this session civil society organisations shared experiences to welcome migrants and refugees. And it is 
heartwarming to see the massive engagement of citizens to support newcomers to the European Union in 
various member states. 
 
In parallel SOLIDAR supported an event called "Together" where various politicians and prime ministers 
spoke, including our president Francesca Sauquillo.  
 
Unfortunately the contrast between both events cannot be greater. WHILST PEOPLE SPEAK ABOUT 
HOPE, LEADERS SPEAK ABOUT CRISIS. 
 
 
This a very worrying situation, as the leaders are correct in their analysis of crisis but fail to provide hope 
to those in need as they are pursuing "quick fixes".  
 
I will come later to this, but let us start with the challenges for Europe: 
 

1. Rising inequalities.  
 
Picketty and Atkinson have pointed to the dangers of rising inequalities in all its dimensions: equality of 
opportunities, equality of outcomes and horizontal equalities (men/women, generations). 
 
Their work is getting some traction in European political life, with a predominant focus on promoting 
equality of opportunities. Reflected in the European Skills Agenda. 
 
But the reduction of government expenditure coupled with the reduction of taxes has introduced the 
americanisation of the welfare model leading to the squeezed middle class. Wages are in relative decline, 
whilst top earners are enjoying nearly unbridled financial growth.  
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Public and social services, such as education and lifelong learning find themselves more and more in 
market driven reality, where the learning outcomes are dominant and the emancipation, empowerment 
and participation aspects are losing importance.  
 
Having support to people in need in two ways is emerging - migrants from a humanitarian perspective 
and people already living from a more welfare reform perspective. This is pertinent for instance in Greece, 
where much money is invested for refugees and the country is still under scrutiny.  
 

2. Backlash against globalisation. 
 
The 2008 financial crisis has brought to the forefront the negative consequences of globalisation; has in a 
way undermined the hopes of global peace and progress shared in the early 2000s. 
 
But the lessons from this financial crisis are multitude.  
 
One can no longer ignore the corporate capture of the sovereignty of the nation state. "What do the 
markets say" is an often heard phase during evening where election results are being announced, on 
Euronews, CNN, BBC, Guardian etc.  
 
European Politicians are subjected to fast moving financial flows, one hedge fund can undermine 
democratic decision making with one push on the bottom. 
 
Neither one can ignore that corporations such as amazon, starbucks and others are not actually 
reinvesting profits for the favour of its employees. They are rather profit making tools for investors. 
 
Why am I saying this you can wonder, it sounds like remnants of the past. 
 
But the relevance is that more and more people feel that democratic decision making is no longer 
benefiting. Democracy itself does not give people satisfying answers and security and as a result people 
turn their anger against the political system and the European project. 
 
Result: Trump, Orban, Duterte, Kacinski, Erdogan, Le Pen, Putin and Wilders 
 

3. Peace through conflicts and war 
 
For 20 years after the end of the cold war, deadly conflict was in decline.  
 
Five years ago that decline was reversed. In 2015 65 million people were displaced by war and 
persecution in 2015, more than ever in the history of the United Nations.  
 
As a perspective. All people of the Iberian Peninsula would decide to move somewhere else. 
 
Every year we have seen more conflict, more victims and more displaced people. Resulting in that more 
and more people are knocking on the gates of fortress Europe to find shelter, new hopes and prospects. 
 
On another note: lunatics, often grown up in Europe, under influence of a extremist version of a normal, 
respectful and empowering religion, are conducting missions to kill people, random people in Europe. 
 
Linking together our humanitarian responsibility to help people in need and the actions of these European 
lunatics - is a NONSENSE.  
 

2 
 



 

The resulting policy of the EU to keep people where they are or to send them back, is a short sighted 
quick fix, makes Europe do more and shadier deals with doubtfully regimes in the neighborhood and 
beyond, looking at the Eu-Turkey deal, the Lybia deal under negotiation or the Eu-Egypt deal.  
 
In the recent weeks we have seen that Erdogan is not shy on throwing that deal back into our face and 
use it as a bargaining chip in the campaign to become a autocrat.  
 
EU external policies regarding trade and investment or development cooperation are introducing more 
and more conditionalities to keep people where they are or being able to send them back - introducing a 
dubious concept as the resilience of states/governments rather than of people. 
 
In our perspective Member States have tools to provide people with a choice: to stay safely at home or 
more move safely through safe migration pathways. These tools need to be used.  
 
We have to enforce member states to use the reallocation mechanism. 
 

4. Racism and xenophobia on the rise 
 
This is not only a European issue, but a global one. 
 
The resurgence is visible in public discourse, the media and political rhetoric, especially against migrants, 
refugees and people of African descent. 
 
Moreover, we can witness race-based policy brutality and retaliations, waves of hate crimes against 
minorities, and violence towards  migrants and refugees.  
 
Mutuma Ruteere - UN special rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism and racial discrimination - 
recommended UN member states at the end of last year to adopt legislation to combat racism and update 
anti-racism laws in light of current open expression of hate speech.  
 
This was reject by the EU, stating that less severe options would be more appropriate. 
 
There is a apparent confusing here it seems: freedom of speech HAS to end with hate speech and 
stereotyping. This principle is put under question very much at the moment. 
 
Media seem happy to canalise extremist speech rather than portraying the voices of reason, 
necessitating the European theatre of politics to become more extremist itself.  
 
This may propagate a climate of reluctance to invest in integration for the future. Although European 
funding is increasingly being made available through AMIF.  
 
A own initiative report of the European Parliament calls for dedicating 25% of the ESF to integration. 
 
E+ funding is geared more and more towards integration of migrants. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Coming back on the matter at hand. The four elements I just described that: 
 

1. Rising inequalities 
2. Backlash against globalisation 
3. Conflicts and wars 
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4. Racism and xenophobia 
 
have a influence on the reality of today, and the really in which the VINCE project might unfold.  
 
If our leaders do not move from crisis to hope, the integration of migrants and refugees through validating 
skills and competences, might be severely undermined. 
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