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In the last few years hundreds of thousands of migrants 
and refugees have put their lives in danger by trying to 
cross the Mediterranean Sea illegally, in the absence of 
safe and legal channels to reach Europe.

Instead of creating a lawful system that provides safe 
and legal pathways for these people and promotes 
the protection of human rights in countries where 
conflict, persecution and poverty dominate, European 
leaders have been increasingly focused on closing 
borders and negotiating with governments which have 
a poor track record of respecting human rights, with 
the aim of preventing departures and disposing of the 
humanitarian burdens for saving more human lives.

The defamation campaign against the NGOs operating 
search and rescue activities in not only Italy but the 
whole central Mediterranean area, has overwhelmed 
all organisations that carry out initiatives to provide 
solidarity and protect human rights.

Instead of giving priority to search and rescue efforts to 
prevent the deaths of thousands of men, women and 
children departing from Libya, we have witnessed a 
smear campaign, including accusations of speculating 
on reception activities and insinuations of complicity 
with the human traffickers.
Saving human lives, welcoming people that reach 
Europe via the Italian coast looking for security and 
protecting those fleeing from desperate situations seem 
to have become suspicious activities. They have been 

investigated and pursued on the basis of widespread 
defamation with no supporting evidence. In the same 
way, solidarity initiatives have been also included as 
suspicious actions.

We acknowledge the need for legal checks and serious 
investigations, as long as they are carried out in full 
compliance with constitutional principles, but it is clear 
these checks are now being misused by some. 

Even the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights 
Defenders, Michael Forst, said: “it is enough to attack 
NGOs. If I can appeal to Italy, I urge civil servants to not 
make any claim against civil society organisations”

SOLIDAR states that:

• We fully support those humanitarian aid and 
international NGOs operating in the Mediterranean 
to assist migrants who have been under attack. 

• NGOs act with absolute transparency by presenting 
and publishing data on administrative transparency, 
internal organisation and concrete action activities, 
with internal and external evaluation paths according 
to international parameters.

• Fake news and false statements on NGOs’ actions 
should be eradicated by constant dialogue with 
the media to guarantee objective and transparent 
information.

• Political and media attacks on NGOs involved in 
search and rescue operations should not distract the 
institutions from their obligations to provide decent 
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reception conditions for migrants and refugees 
up to the standards of the EU and international 
human rights frameworks. 

We call upon every civil society organisation and actor 
that believes in solidarity and human rights to stand 
up for those who save lives, promote solidarity and 
strive to ensure human rights for everyone! 
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SOLIDAR is a European network of membership based Civil Society Or-
ganisations who gather several millions of citizens throughout Europe 
and worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the values of its member organisations  
to the EU and international institutions across the three main policy 
sectors; social affairs, lifelong learning and international cooperation.
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