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This year’s SOLIDAR’S Training Academy 

and Social Affairs Forum took place in the 

capital of the EU’s most recent member state 

Croatia successfully organised with our part-

ner Centre for Peace Studies. From the 3rd to 

the 5th October, a diverse range of partici-

pants from ten different countries gathered in 

Zagreb to identify how to engage with advo-

cacy on social issues on the local, national 

and EU level.  

 

 

The current political climate in Europe, 

threatened by deluded nationalism, was dis-

cussed heavily also in regard to the upcom-

ing European Parliamentary elections in May 

2019. Our SOLIDAR Training Academy has 

clearly shown that civil social organisations 

are important drivers to overcome these 

trends and to foster more inclusive and fair 

societies.  

 

Part 1: Interactive Discussion about a 

Progressive Social Agenda with Profes-

sor Dario Čepo  

Zooming in from a holistic perspective, we 

kicked off with one of the most fundamental 

questions that stimulates European debate: 

What is the future of Europe? And what is the 

role of a social agenda within that future? For 

the first session, we had the pleasure to be 

joined by the recognised Croatian expert and 

university professor Dario Čepo. He argued 

that the European Pillar of Social Rights 

(EPSR) has the potential for contributing to 

saving the European Project.  

With its 20 principles, the EPSR was high-

lighted as an important tool to regain trust of 

European citizenry to believe in the social di-

mension of the EU. The Pillar must be used 

on the local, national and European level, as 

reference point to fight for social protection 

and inclusion. Most importantly, the Pillar 

must be enshrined in something concrete: 

Social investment with political conse-

quences! 

http://www.solidar.org/
https://www.cms.hr/en
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1226&langId=en
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Part 2: Commonfare Panel: Inequality in 

the EU and the European Pillar of Social 

Rights  

This debate took place in the framework of 

the European project Commonfare that aims 

at fostering the “welfare of the common”, a 

participatory form of welfare provision based 

on collaboration among people living in Eu-

rope. The discussion revealed that economic 

and social inequality penetrates all societies 

of Europe. The case of Croatia shows clearly 

that rural areas have a staggeringly higher 

risk of poverty and exclusion, ranging from 

6% to 30% in the Croatian example.  

 

 

Furthermore, a crucial question revolved 

around the issue of interdependence of eco-

nomic and social policies. Are they the 

same? How should they influence each 

other? For SOLIDAR, Conny Reuter made 

clear that social policies are not only an eco-

nomic investment but must also be appreci-

ated for their intrinsic added value to a fairer 

and more equal society. 

 

Part 3: The European Semester: Empow-

ering Multilevel Advocacy Towards EU 

Institutions 

 

Joined by Huw Longton from the European 

Citizen Action Service (ECAS) based in 

Brussels, our participants were introduced to 

the European Semester and the possibilities 

of civil society organisations to become in-

volved in this process. The European Se-

mester is a strategy of the EU to coordinate 

economic policies, and more recently also 

social policies, throughout the year in its 

member states. The presentation and the fol-

lowing discussion pointed to the importance 

that the European Semester rationale must 

be understood by civil society organisations 

so that they have enough information and re-

sources to become involved in its consulta-

tion processes.  

Following the familiarisation with the Euro-

pean Semester process the participants 

were divided into groups to discuss and de-

velop a specific action as part of a national 

advocacy action to participate to the Euro-

pean Semester process. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/economic-and-fiscal-policy-coordination/eu-economic-governance-monitoring-prevention-correction/european-semester/framework/european-semester-why-and-how_en
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Part 4: The Nationalist Narrative and its 

Impact on the Civic Space: Empowering 

Multilevel Advocacy in Society  

What happens when nationalists come to 

power is sadly showcased in Hungary, with 

consequences for civil society that seem un-

believable in an EU member state. In an ag-

grieving outline of the political situation, Nora 

Köves, Hungarian human rights expert, 

made the participants understand what it 

means to work under such circumstances: 

crack-down of media freedom and legal ap-

paratus, attacks on civil society organisation 

and individuals as well as the criminalisation 

of solidarity. To the question what organisa-

tions outside of Hungary can do for them, the 

answer was clear: Solidarity and raising 

awareness as much awareness as possible 

the struggle has to be fought from within.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The situation in Croatia was presented by 

Gordan Bosanac, previously working for 

Centre for Peace studies, which is - despite 

various challenges - a lot more promising 

than in Hungary. Confronted with a right wing 

government, we learned that Croatian civil 

society organisations jointly organised 54 in-

itiatives with rallies and protests. According 

to Bosanac, however, a major problem pins 

down to the fact that some consider Croatia 

to be lacking a strong party on the left. A 

party that works on the concerns of a pro-

gressive vision dealing with inequality, pov-

erty and inclusion. For our participants, this 

debate has shown that the fruitful coopera-

tion of civil society and progressive political 

parties is the recipe for taking the social 

agenda seriously – in Croatia and elsewhere!    

   

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  4                               supported by the  

Part 5: Civic Space in Croatia – Peer-to-

Peer Learning and Empowerment   

Now, how to go forward? How can we over-

come the challenges that our members face 

in a variety of contexts? The Croatian civil so-

ciety is an inspiration of how cooperation can 

succeed and we channelled out ways for 

achieving such solidarity:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this last session of the Training Academy 

we met the team of Centre for Peace Studies 

and learned about their initiatives and strate-

gies. In the second half, we got the chance 

to meet partners of Centre for Peace Studies 

and learning about their activities: SOLI-

DARNA; Foundation for Human Rights; Un-

ion of Autonomous Trade Unions of Croatia; 

CROSOL- Croatian Platform for International 

Citizen Solidarity; Human Rights House Za-

greb; GONG; BRID - Organization for Work-

ers' Initiative and Democratization; B.a.B.e 

and MMH - Croatian Youth Network. The dis-

cussion moved also to explore the level of 

engagement; success of activities; coopera-

tion and knowledge. To find concrete an-

swers to the above mentioned questions to 

collectively find good practice examples of 

how civil society can prosper and strengthen. 

The result was clear: we must stand to-

gether, we must have a common stance and 

be as creative, innovative and numerous as 

possible!  

 


