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ACTIVITY REPORT 
3RD REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE EU-ARAB PARTNERSHIP 
30 – 31 OCTOBER 2015 

 
From 30-31 October 2015, the Arab NGO 

Network for Development (ANND), together 

with the EuroMed Non-Governmental 

Platform and SOLIDAR, organised a two –day 

regional conference in Beirut, in order to discuss 

the ongoing challenges related to the EU-Arab 

Partnership, in the framework of the upcoming 

revision of the European Neighbourhood 

Policy (ENP). 

 

The regional dialogue brought together around 

80 participants from CSOs from the Arab 

region and Europe, including SOLIDAR 

members active in the MENA region, 

representatives from the Trade Unions and EU 

officials. 

 

 
 

On 30 October 2015, the dialogue opened with 

the key challenges related to the revision of the 

ENP highlighting the necessity to take stock for 

socio-economic inequalities and stressing the 

necessity to prioritise the promotion of 

economic, social and cultural rights (ESCRs) 

at the heart of the revised policy in order to 

achieve peace, stability and prosperity. In this 

regard, Maciej Golubiewski, from the EU 

Delegation in Lebanon, pointed out at the 

major priorities in the upcoming revised policy, 

stressing the importance of a consistent human 

rights framework, and of building a real 

partnership that involves the citizens of both EU 

and partner countries.  

 

MEP Pier Antonio Panzeri, Chair of the 

Delegation for the relations with Maghreb 

Countries, and member of the AFET Committee 

in the European Parliament insisted on the 

necessity to keep human rights, including 

economic, social and cultural rights, at the 

top of the new policy and on the crucial role 

played by civil society in policy change. 

Similarly, MEP Richard Howitt discussed the 

EU Action Plan on Human Rights and 

Democracy insisted on the challenges related to 

the application of human rights conditionality 

in bilateral agreements, insisting on the 

necessity that the new action plan should take 

concrete actions to develop and implement 

human rights criteria. You can read the full 

speech, here. 

 

Finally MEP Cecilia Kyenge, Member of the 

LIBE Committee, spoke about the role of the 

European Parliament in tackling the on-going 

refugee “crisis”, stressing the need to find a 

comprehensive migration policy that aims at 

protecting and upholding the rights of all 

migrants. This can be achieved by promoting the 

opening of safe and legal channel for migration, 

including humanitarian admissions, enhancing 

the cultural, socio-economic developmental 

potential of migration, and starting by finding a 

political solution to the conflict in Syria. Raffaella 

Bolini from ARCS presented the recent work of 

the SOLIDAR Advisory Group on Migration.  

 

http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/presentation_from_richard_howitt_mep_lebanon_eu_action_plan.pdf
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In addition, the regional dialogue saw the 

participation of Trade Unions representatives 

that shed light on the urgent issues to be tacked 

in order to ensure the social dimension of the 

new policy, including decent work and social 

protection policies, and organizing 

undocumented labor. In particular, Sergio 

Bassoli from CGIL, Mustapha Tlili from the 

Arab Trade Union Confederation (ATUC), and 

Kacem Afaya from the UGTT insisted on the 

urgency for the new policy to enable 

cooperation between trade unions and CSOs 

in order to ensure the sustainability of the new 

policy in designing and delivering sustainable 

socio-economic policies that are inclusive and 

foster citizen’s participation. 

 

 
 

The first day of the conference was also an 

opportunity for SOLIDAR members and partners 

to present the preliminary results of the Social 

Protection Monitoring reports for the 

European Neighbourhood Policy for Algeria, 

Tunisia, Morocco, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan and 

Palestine and to address the regional trends and 

commonalities affecting the region.  

 

On 31 October, the regional dialogue focused on 

the challenges related to the Public-Private- 

Partnerships (PPPs) and EU energy policies 

in the region, with the participation of SOLIDAR 

partner in Egypt, Mohamed Adel from the 

Egyptian Center for Economic and Social 

Rights.  

 

 
 

On the same day, SOLIDAR participated at a 

parallel conference organised by the Global 

Progressive Forum (GPF), the Party for 

European Socialists (PES) and S&D Group on 

“Addressing the Root Causes of the Refugee 

Crisis”, and organised a visit to the activities of 

ARCS and ANND partners in Shatila Refugee 

Camp for Gianni Pittella, President of the 

S&D Group.  

 

On the same day, SOLIDAR organised a 

SOLIDAR members and strategic partners 

meeting share practices and experiences 

around the ongoing work of SOLIDAR members’ 

and partners around the Syria conflict. This 

meeting was attended by MPDL, ARCS, ApS, 

CGIL, Norwegian People’s Aid, Solidaritè 

Laique, UGTT, and ANND. 

 

 

http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/algeria_final.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/tunisia_final.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/morocco_final.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/egypt_final.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/lebanon_final.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/jordan_final.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/palestine_final.pdf

