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Revolution, Dialogue & Transition: What the World Can Learn from Tunisia 

 
 The Conference was organized by Oslo University 
and ILPI  (international law and Policy Institut) and 
held in the Honor of the Nobel Peace Prize 2015 
winners, The Tunisian National Dialogue Quartet. 
The opening speech was given by M. Tore 
Hattrem, the Norwegian Secretary of State of 
foreign affairs, and the conference was organized 
into two panels: 
   
The first panel, entitled "Social dialogue & 
democratization", has focused on the role of a 
strong and representative civil society and trade 
union, as is the case with the “UGTT” in Tunisia.  
Kristian Takvam Kindt, Researcher at FAO, has 
emphasized that Trade union has huge potential, 
and a crucial role to play, especially in weak 

parliaments and during democratic transitions. Tor-Arne Solbakken, Deputy Chairman of the Norwegian 
Federation of Trade Unions (LO) Said that the Tunisian Quartet conducted a unique consensus model in 
the region. Hèla Yousfi, Associate Professor at the Paris Dauphine University, spoke about the role of 
UGTT during both the revolutionary process and the political transition. She highlighted the articulation 
between the political and the social fights in the identity and the history of UGTT, to understand its complex 
role of today. She also went through the actual shadows of national dialogue and the forthcoming 
challenges for UGTT, and more generally for the civil society in Tunisia.  Maria Glenna, Researcher at the 
American University in Washington, assumed that "the national dialogue prevented a civil war in Tunisia, 
during political crisis that took place after Mohamed Brahmi assassination.  
  
The Second Panel has discussed "The 2014 Constitution, its Process and Content".  The Tunisian 
Constitution, promulgated in 2014, as one of the National Dialogue fruits, is recognized for being the most 
progressive and democratic in the Arab world.  This session focused on the constitution-making process 
and on major cleavage between progressive/ Islamist during the drafting process debate.  Lobna Jeribi, key 
and active player in the writing process of the constitution (2011-2014) as she was Vice President of 
"Preamble, Fundamental principles & Amendment comity" in the Tunisian Constitution Assembly, explained 
how the "insertion” of universal human right declaration, international conventions, gender equality and 
women rights, were of the major constitution content’s conflicts that were debated during the comity. Lobna 
Jeribi emphasized that civil society, the consitutional experts, and dialogue with regions have affected the 
constituting contents, and driven the final outcome to a progressive constitution. She also focused on the 
role of women “front” within the assembly, and its hided but important role on constitutional women rights.  
She also highlighted that the new constitutional social and economic rights, as social justice, access given 
to public services as health & education, are of the most important constitutional assets. But to implement 
them, unfortunately, there stills a huge change resistance shown by the political and economic 
stakeholders, and who are delaying and obstructing the launching of the deep and urgent reforms that the 
country needs. Thus, she proposed to build on the "political consensus by national dialogue" success, to 
enhance a social and economic consensus, to be handled also by national dialogue.  
 
Mounira Charrad, Associate Professor at the University of Texas at Austin, has emphasized that “history 
legacy” and creativity are important to study in order to understand new constitution women’s rights.  
The democratic transition in Tunisia can show for remarkable achievements including free and fair 
elections, a progressive constitution and peaceful transfer of power. However, the country still faces 
daunting challenges with respect to its economy, endemic corruption, and security issues. Tunisia is 
currently confronted with high unemployment (especially among the youth) and a growing terrorist threat, 
which includes a large number of Tunisian jihadists. What is the response of Tunisian authorities, how to 
effectively deal with these challenges without slipping back to authoritarian rule? And how does the 
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international community respond? These were some of the things discussed on the third panel . The 
panelists included Souhail Alouini, Member of Parliament, Nidaa Tounes, Amine Ghali, Program Director 
of Kawakabi Democratic Transition Center, and Rikke Hostrup Haugbølle, Ph.D. Middle East Studies, the 
Royal Danish Defence College. The panel was moderated by ILPI’s Programme Director, Joachim Nahem. 
 

The concluding remarks were made by Tunisian Ambassador to Norway, H. E. Mr. Ammar Ben Lamine. 

Complete version on: http://ilpi.org/events/conference-on-the-occasion-of-the-nobel-peace-prize-2015/ 
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