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SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS  
JANUARY 2015 

 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
Our next Social Affairs Forum and study visit at CSV UK will take place on 9 and 10 March 
2015 in London. Please register here: http://solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2015-03-
09 
 
The agenda will follow in due time. 
 
 
Advisory group on asylum, migration and integration  
 
SOLIDAR constituted a transversal advisory group on asylum, migration and 
integration coordinated by our Italian member ARCI with the support of the Secretariat.  
 
The political reason for creating such a taskforce is that - despite the fact that migration is 
currently a very relevant political, social and cultural matter - a common approach has not 
emerged. On the contrary, migration more and more became a divisive question between 
different political and cultural visions on the future. The aim of the advisory group is to 
work together on a common approach on the issues of asylum, migration and integration 
by providing a platform to better understand the challenges that civil society organisations 
are facing at local level as well as to share knowledge about practices that SOLIDAR 
members are carrying out. 
 
A brainstorming meeting will take place on 10 February from 10:00 to 13:00 at SOLIDAR 
Offices. The aim of the brainstorming is to make a first exchange with members on the 
priorities, objectives and expectations about the work of this advisory group in 2015.  
 
 
Please also note that the brainstorming meeting will be followed by the SOLIDAR-CGIL 
round table Rights-based approach to EU migration policies: the role of the Trade 
Union Network on Mediterranean and Sub-Saharan Migrants that will take place on 
10 February from 15:00 to 17:30. If you are planning to participate in the brainstorming 
meeting, you are kindly invited to attend the round table as well. Please register here: 
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2015-02-10  
 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2015-02-10
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POLICY UPDATES  
 
 
The SOLIDAR secretariat is currently contributing to various legislative processes in the European 
Parliament’s Employment and Social Affairs Committee: 
 

 European Semester for economic policy coordination: Employment and Social Aspects in 
the Annual Growth Survey 2015 
Report by Sergio GUTIÉRREZ PRIETO (S&D) 

 Social Entrepreneurship and Social Innovation in combating unemployment 
Report by Verónica LOPE FONTAGNÉ (EPP) 

 Creating a competitive EU labour market for the 21st century: matching skills and 
qualifications with demand and job opportunities, as a way to recover from the crisis 
Report by Martina DLABAJOVÁ (ALDE) 

 OPINION on the review of the economic governance framework: stocktaking and 
challenges 
by Anne Sander (EPP) 

 
 
For a Democratic Europe - Final report of the ‘Real Civil Society Democracy in Europe’ 
project 
 
The final report of the Europe for Citizens project ‘Real Civil Society Democracy in Europe’ is now 
available here. This project was led by SOLIDAR Danish member Forum for International 
Cooperation(FIC) and included amongst project partner SOLIDAR, CSV (UK), La ligue de 
l’Enseignement (France) and partners CGIL (Italy) and IDEAS (Ireland). As accurately illustrated in 
the report, the objective of this project was to raise awareness in the public and political systems 
at national and European level about the value of an organised and systematic participatory model 
for involving civil society organisations in European policy making processes. 

 
Despite the fact that the Treaty of Lisbon adopted in 2009 included a number of provisions to 
reinvigorate citizens’ participation in the functioning of the EU, we assist today in many Member 
States to a decrease of participation and trust in the European project by its citizens which takes 
shape as either a lack of participation and engagement or most worrying, as a rise of the radical, 
right- wing extremist, xenophobic, populist and anti-European movements. The last European 
Parliament elections held in May 2014 clearly showed this fact with still a too low degree of 
participation and an outcome that strengthened the Eurosceptic and nationalist groups in the 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2222%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2222%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2236%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2235%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2235%28INI%29
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-544.340%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-544.340%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://solidar.org/Real-Civil-Society-Democracy.html
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/for_a_democratic_europe_web.pdf
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European Parliament. In the light of these developments, this project report analyses the state of 
civil society involvement in democratic processes in the EU Member States and at EU level, point 
out deficits and areas for improvements, and recommends specific policies and a model for more 
real civil society engagement and democracy at the European and Member State level. 
The report also includes specific recommendations developed by the project partners on how to 
make the consultation more participatory and how to strengthen a dialogue at Member State and 
EU level: 

 EU Institutions and Member States shall include CSOs as equal partners in the review and 
design of the consultation process. 

 Member States and EU Institutions shall pursue policies that generate sustainable and 
inclusive growth, and social investment, which ensure that CSOs have the capacity to 
engage in consultation, especially in times of austerity. 

 CSOs and European networks of CSOs shall better coordinate their policies at the local, 
regional, national and European level as well as to commit to internal democracy 

 A new umbrella platform for civil dialogue between EU institutions and civil society shall be 
set up. 

 
SOLIDAR has been highly involved in the project activities and contributed to the development of 
final recommendations in line with our overall objective of restoring trust and credibility in the 
capacity of democracy to find a solution towards tackling the most urgent social needs and 
unemployment within the EU. In particular SOLIDAR has been very active in supporting the 
implementation of the last recommendations mentioned above by contributing to the creation of the 
platform Civil Society Europe, a joint platform for facilitating interaction and exchange between the 
EU institutions and civil society organisations. We will continue to work for establishing Civil Society 
Europe as a permanent coordination body to represent the organised civil society organisations on 
European level. 
 
 
Improving the provision of Social Services Delivery in South Eastern Europe through the 
empowerment of national and regional CSO networks 
 
On 22 January the first meeting of second phase of the project "Improving the provision of Social 
Services Delivery in South Eastern Europe through the empowerment of national and regional CSO 
networks" took place in Brussels. The project, led by SOLIDAR member ASB South East Europe, 
is funded by the European Commission’s Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA). One of 
the most relevant outcomes of the first phase of the project was the creation of the IRIS network, a 
regional network of CSOs from SEE working in social service delivery. IRIS brings together national 
networks of CSOs from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia, Macedonia, 
Montenegro and Kosovo. The main and the most important goal of IRIS is to improve social care 
for vulnerable people who do not have access to proper services provided by the local or the 
national government. 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://solidar.org/CIVIL-SOCIETY-EUROPE-launched.html
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The second phase of the project will be more focused on improving the policy influencing and 
advocacy capacity of the IRIS network members. SOLIDAR will be closely involved in the project 
activities and will support the improvement of the capacity building of the IRIS network by putting 
at its disposal the established channel of communication with the EU institutions as well as by 
contributing to the debate on the means of and possibilities for influencing society and making 
important policy changes. 
 
 
A fresh start for TTIP negotiations? 
 
On 21 January, the European Parliament Trade Committee debated a working document prepared 
by its chair Bernd Lange MEP that seeks to give a fresh start to the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations. SOLIDAR welcomes this initiative of the Parliament to 
express its position and in particular to define proper parameters for trade to support sustainable 
economic growth and the creation of good and stable jobs in the EU and beyond, as well as its 
recognition that TTIP is not a ‘magic wand’ to solve Europe’s economic problems. 
 
In line with considerations of SOLIDAR the working document recognises the need to carve-out 
sensitive services such as public utilities (including social services) and public services, however 
the ambitions for public procurement are far reaching with the recognition that TTIP should become 
a blue-print for liberalisation. It seems a bit of a contradiction. The document furthermore 
recognises that Investor-To-State-Dispute-Settlement (ISDS) should not be included in TTIP and 
labour standards should be enforceable. However on the latter aspect SOLIDAR urges to go 
beyond the 8 Core ILO labour Conventions and integrate for instance Convention 102 Minimum 
Standards on Social Security, Convention 130 Medical Care and Sickness Benefits or 
Recommendation 202 National Floors of Social Protection. In addition a form of sanctioning 
mechanisms as other recent US trade agreements encompass is absent. 
 
 
Latvian Presidency: A vision of Europe for its people – a version of competitiveness 
 
On Wednesday 14 January the Prime Minister of Latvia, Laimdota Straujuma, presented the key 
focal points for the upcoming six months. Latvia’s aim is to help Europe become more competitive, 
stimulate Europe’s drive to grasp the opportunities arising from further digitalisation and to move 
towards a Europe that is ready to be more engaged within the global arena[1]. The aim is to return 
to a Europe of economic growth that can facilitate investment and deliver on jobs. On Wednesday 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-546.593+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
https://eu2015.lv/images/PRES_prog_2015_EN-final.pdf
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a further item was added to the list at the request of the European Parliament: a new approach to 
security. 
 
Competitiveness is a word that reappears frequently in the Latvian programme. It still seems to be 
key to many of the current problems the EU is facing. SOLIDAR stresses yet again the importance 
of an inclusive and cohesive European society around a real social ambition and agenda, in which 
a more competitive, digital and engaged Europe should bring prosperity and even security to all of 
its citizens. Therefore, we are calling upon the Latvian Presidency to work in the coming six months 
for a more social dimension when it comes to the investment plan, through which not only profit but 
social progress should be the barometer. Social progress achieved through social protection and 
maintaining workers rights, not geared solely to the goal of economic gain. 
 
When it comes to Employment and Social Policy the programme identifies Europe as a knowledge 
economy, thus highly dependent on the quality of its human resources. SOLIDAR would like to 
underline the need for equal access to quality education and training for all, as well as recognising 
and valuing skills and competences acquired in non-formal and informal learning - a particular need 
for NEETs. 
 
It is up to the EU to build a stronger position within the global arena, a position based on the 
European values we share and a reference for many other societies. ‘Our vision of Europe for its 
people’ would thus require a vision beyond a competitive one. We agree with Pierre-Mendès 
France: "Une aberration ....entreprendre une Europe libérale, fondée sur la seule concurrence" 
 
 
Health and social services are a motor for job creation in Europe - but it needs good 
maintenance 
 

On 8th January 2015, the European Commission published its “Employment and Social Situation 
Quarterly Review: December 2014” giving an overview of developments of employment and social 
conditions in the EU over the last 3 months. As Commissioner Thyssen stated: “Though the 
employment growth we witness now is positive, it is still too small and too slow. Especially long-
term unemployment remains a crucial challenge for the EU.” “The unemployment rate of young 
people has fallen significantly in the EU but remains very high. Long-term unemployment is a 
growing problem in the EU. In the second quarter of 2014, a total of 12.4 million people (5.1% of 
the labour force) had been unemployed for more than one year, and more than half of these had 
been unemployed for more than two years. In Greece and Cyprus, long-term unemployment rates 
have reached historic highs. Fragile economic recovery and challenges in the labour market have 
impacted on the modest developments in the situation of households and individuals. The easing 
in financial distress in low-income households, observed in the first half of 2014, appears to have 
halted in recent months”, the report states furthermore. 
 
Particular attention should be paid to the special supplementary publication “Health and social 
services from an employment and economic perspective“ which clearly shows that the sector of 
health and social services is a motor for job creation in Europe that has been steadily growing and 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=737&langId=en&pubId=7734&furtherPubs=yes
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=737&langId=en&pubId=7734&furtherPubs=yes
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showed an increase even during the crisis years: 1.3 million jobs have been created between 
2009 and 2013. 
 
Furthermore, the sector is an important economic weight as it generates around 12% of the total 
economic output in EU28, with figures up to 19% for example in Denmark. To keep this motor 
running smoothly, SOLIDAR calls on the European Commission and member states to 
maintain adequate, high quality, accessible and affordable social services in times of 
tightened public budgets. As the crisis has shown, social services play a fundamental role 
in ensuring effective and efficient social protection. They promote social inclusion and 
thereby minimise the risk of poverty and thereby significantly cushioned the impact of the 
economic crisis. The report furthermore highlights the need for better learning and training 
schemes in the sector to prevent skill mismatches and the necessary decrease in the gender pay 
gap that is prevailing in the sector. 
 
SOLIDAR supports the report’s recommendation that “the fight against tax evasion can 
contribute positively to both employment and social policy goals. It may help increase 
government revenues, which, if realised, can contribute to a variety of aims including 
strengthened public finances and employment and social policy goals. Indeed, fourteen of 
the 2014 Country Specific Recommendations call for fighting tax evasion”, as the report 
states. A European-wide coordinated approach is absolutely essential, not only to stop this 
behaviour harmful to our societies but also to regain trust in the EU among its citizens. 

 
 

NEXT SAF DATES 
 

 SAF and study visit: 9 and 10 March 2015, CSV UK 
Please register: http://solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2015-03-09 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 10 February: Brainstorming meeting advisory group on migration (Brussels) 

 10 February: Round table on rights-based approach to EU migration policies: the role of 
the Trade Union Network on Mediterranean and Sub-Saharan Migrants (Brussels) 

 16 March: Extraordinary General Assembly SOLIDAR and evening reception 20 years 
SOLIDAR in Brussels (Brussels) 

 

 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS  

http://www.solidar.org/
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FEBRUARY 2015 
 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
Our next Social Affairs Forum and study visit at CSV UK will take place on 9 and 10 March 
2015 in London. Please register here: http://solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2015-03-
09 
 
 
 
Advisory group on migration and fundamental rights 
 
On February 10 the first meeting of the SOLIDAR advisory group on migration and fundamental 
rights took place in Brussels.  
 
Members of Advisory group agreed unanimously that the ongoing human tragedies of thousands 
of migrants died in their attempt to reach European borders, the growing anti-immigrant sentiment 
across Europe as well as the increasing racist and xenophobic positions in the political debate 
represent the historical momentum for civil society organisations to be united in advocating for 
change in the EU migration, development and neighborhood policies. During the meeting, members 
coming from Italy, Spain, France, Serbia, Germany, Norway and other countries exchanged idea 
on possible common initiatives in this field.  
 
In particular, members agreed they will work together on the following issue: - promoting a right-
based approach to migration based on a more efficient responsibility-sharing system and improved 
harmonisation of protection’s standards in the framework of the EU migration policies with particular 
regards to the possible revision of the Dublin regulation; - ensuring full access to fundamental rights 
and equal opportunities for migrants; - fighting racism, xenophobia, the ‘logic of invasion’ and 
busting myths linked to migration in the public debate.  
 
 
Call for Experts on social entrepreneurship 
 
The European Commission has opened a Call for Experts (deadline: 15 March 2015) for its 
expert group on social entrepreneurship (GECES). Please find more information here. 
 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/social_business/docs/expert-group/geces/150219-geces-call-for-application-renewal_en.pdf
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We would like to inform you that the SOLIDAR secretariat is currently feeding into the following 
legislative and non-legislative processes in the European Parliament, mainly in cooperation 
with the Greens and the Social Democrats.  
 
Our contributions are based on your inputs to the Social Progress Watch 2014. 
 
- The review of the economic governance framework: stocktaking and 
challenges (2014/2145(INI))  
 
- European Semester for economic policy coordination: Employment and Social Aspects in the 
Annual Growth Survey 2015 (link) 
 
- Green Jobs: Potential of the Green Economy  
 
- EMPL opinion on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) 
 
- Report on TTIP in the Trade Committee (link) 
 
- Report on Cohesion policy and marginalized communities in the Regional Development 
committee (REGI) and the corresponding EMPL opinion 
The following dossiers will be discussed in Parliament soon and we will provide input on the basis 
of the SPWI 2014 as well: 
 
- Social entrepreneurship and innovation 
 
- Creating a competitive EU labour market for the 21st century: matching skills and qualifications 
with demand and job opportunities, as a way to recover from the crisis 
 
- Reducing inequalities with a special focus on child poverty 
 
- EMPL opinion on REFIT 
 
We will of course keep you informed! 
 

EMU – has the social dimension disappeared? 
 
The question of the social dimension of the EMU and the impact the crisis has had on our 
European social model are completely ignored by the paper. The words “social” or “solidarity” are 
absent - as they seem to be in the thinking of these EU leaders. Although Juncker, then President 
of the Eurogroup, was co-author of the 4-Presidents-Paper in 2012, elements such as the creation 
of a shock-absorption function at EU level that would ensure a form of fiscal solidarity have 
completely disappeared from the new report. That balancing measures are needed has been 
shown again by the report on Employment and Social Developments 2014 which again gave 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/draft-opinions.html?ufolderComCode=EMPL&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=01510&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/draft-reports.html?ufolderComCode=EMPL&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=02175&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2238(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-546.672+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/search-in-documents.html?ufolderComCode=INTA&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=01962&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2247(INI)
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evidence that the economic and social divergences in and between European Member States and 
regions are increasing and so are inequality and poverty. 
 

 
 
The false assumption that competitiveness alone is the key to growth and prosperity in the EU is 
being repeated throughout the paper. Instead of blaming some Member States for raising their 
labour costs, thereby making their products more expensive and lowering their competitiveness 
as is said in the paper, we need a holistic approach. A monetary union with Member States 
competing against each other by cutting wages and reducing social expenditure is not sustainable. 
A common fiscal capacity at EU level that takes the burden of adjustment away from cutting wages 
and working conditions is therefore needed. 
 
Besides competitiveness, the paper speaks of the “virtuous triangle” of structural reforms, 
investment and fiscal responsibility. The competition within the EU for the lowest corporate tax 
rates and the granting of vast tax exemptions to big companies in various Member States are 
clearly not fiscally responsible and need to be tackled by a common EU approach. The need to 
improve the single market cannot be met through the free mobility of goods and workers without 
establishing EU-wide minimum standards to safeguard our social model such as a minimum 
wages and income. 
 
The EU likes to orient itself towards the US, especially when it comes to growth and free market 
competition. The effects of complete market liberalisation and the lack of comprehensive social 
protection systems are clearly visible in the US, with high rates of precarious employment, in-
work-poverty and low levels of social security (health care, pensions etc.). 
We need to counterbalance the one-sided Economic Governance approach and put solidarity 
back at the heart of it. A better use of the social indicators would be a step in the right direction. 
Although the ECOFIN Council on 13 February acknowledged “the Commission’s intention to 
consider further the role of social indicators”, it also stresses that “the use of social indicators in 
the Macroeconomic Imbalance Procedure should remain limited to allowing for a broader 
understanding of social developments linked to the adjustment of macroeconomic imbalances.” 
 
This lack of willingness to give the social dimension of European Economic Governance more 
importance, as stipulated two years ago by former President Van Rompuy, and the focus on purely 
economic objectives and performances is not only counterproductive to reaching the headline 
targets of the EU 2020 strategy (whose review has just been postponed) such as poverty reduction 
and the creation of quality employment. Prescribed austerity measures also infringe on the EU’s 

http://www.solidar.org/
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social objectives and fundamental rights, especially the EU’s horizontal social clause which in Art. 
9 TFEU clearly states that all Union activities need to take into account the requirements linked to 
the promotion of a high level of employment, adequate social protection and the fight against 
social exclusion. 
 
If some Member States are prospering at the cost of other Member States without sharing the 
burden of rebalancing our common currency, the EU leadership needs to intervene, otherwise it 
is a clear violation of Art. 3 TEU which states “[The Union] ... shall promote economic, social and 
territorial cohesion, and solidarity among Member States.” The rule of Law also means sticking to 
the Treaties! 
 
Please see also our article on Euractiv. 

 
Is the EU’s decision to extend Triton the adequate solution to prevent human tragedies in 
the Mediterranean? 
 
On 19 February the European Commission decided to extend and boost the Frontex Joint operation 
Triton in the central Mediterranean until the end of 2015, despite the skepticism of many experts, 
NGOs and international organisations on the adequacy and efficacy of this approach to solve the 
humanitarian tragedies that are perpetuating in the Mediterranean sea. 

 
The European Commission also announced that it has awarded an amount of €13.7 million in 
emergency funding from the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) in order to continue 
supporting Italy at its maritime borders and help save the lives of migrants stranded at sea (see 
their press release). 
There can be no doubt left after this week’s events that Europe’s Operation Triton is a woefully 
inadequate replacement for Italy’s Mare Nostrum. "The focus has to be about saving lives. We 
need a robust search and rescue operation in the Central Mediterranean, not only a border patrol" 
said UN High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres as reported in a press release of two 
weeks ago in light of the death of 300 migrants all departing from Libya. Many other NGOs such 
as the SOLIDAR’s Italian member, ARCI have actively advocated for a change of approach of the 
European Union to sea crossing, especially in light of the last turmoil in Libya. 
The most recent deaths are clear demonstration that the response of the EU to the human tragedies 
in the Mediterranean cannot be based on a border control operation. The EU should improve its 
effort in tackling the root causes of migration. SOLIDAR calls for a change in the EU migration 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/euro-finance/mr-juncker-has-forgotten-social-dimension-emu-paper-312301
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4453_en.htm
http://www.unhcr.org/54dc80f89.html
http://arciliguria.it/2015/02/17/venti-di-guerra-la-prima-parola-tocca-alla-diplomazia-ripristinare-subito-mare-nostrum-e-aprire-canali-dingresso-umanitari-ai-confini-della-libia/
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policies based on more solidarity, a human rights-based approach and the deconstruction of the 
discourse of securisation of borders. In particular we ask the European Institutions: 

 to invest in a search and rescue operation that has the primary objective of saving human 
lives 

 to immediately provide safe and legal alternatives to dangerous boat journeys for people 
fleeing wars via the Mediterannean sea by opening humanitarian corridors. 

 
 
 
Dialogue with US Ambassador Gardner on Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) with public procurement, Social Services provision & ISDS on the menu 
 
On Thursday 12 February SOLIDAR together with our partners European Trade Union 
Confederation (ETUC), Social Platform and European Public Health Alliance (EPHA) met with US 
Ambassador Gardner to exchange views on the current negotiations on the TTIP with a focus on 
possible impacts on social, health and public services, their providers and their provision referring 
to our European Social model. 
 
In an open discussion, concerns on both sides of the Atlantic were exchanged, especially regarding 
public procurement, the enforceability of labour standards and the possible carve-out of 
social and public services. It was stated that our different historical developments and 
understanding of the welfare state, its actors and responsibilities as well as the sometimes 
misleading communications between negotiators and the wider public have led to a certain 
scepticism and at times mistrust over the negotiations. The open debate allowed a better 
understanding of the different positions on both sides. While identifying commonalities in some 
areas, other areas such as the system of dispute settlement remain subject to further discussions. 

 
 
SOLIDAR will continue to raise awareness among its membership about TTIP’s challenges and we 
will also continue the dialogue with negotiators and stakeholders, together with our alliances. 
 
Related document 

‘Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership: Our crown jewels for sale?’ 
 
 
Fighting youth unemployment in the Western Balkans 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/5._last_version_ttip_briefing_merge.pdf
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On 6 February SOLIDAR participated in the Western Balkans Follow up Committee of the 
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). The EESC Follow-Up Committee is 
responsible for engaging with civil society stakeholders aiming to support the consolidation of 
democracy and foster civil and social dialogue in the Western Balkan region. SOLIDAR was invited 
to present the activities carried out in recent years with partners in the Western Balkans to improve 
decent work and social inclusion with a focus on measures to fight youth inactivity and 
unemployment. The recommendations presented have been developed together with partners of 
the IRIS network in the framework of a consultation launched last year to respond to the European 
Commission’s progress report 2014. An extended overview of this work is available in SOLIDAR 
briefing #68 ‘Supporting Social Investment in the Western Balkans: European Enlargement 
Monitoring Reports 2014’. Another important source of information for the EESC Follow-up 
Committee debate on youth employment and economic opportunities in the Western Balkans was 
the FEPS-SOLIDAR book ‘The social dimension on EU Enlargement’ presenting an in-depth review 
of the current challenges for socio-economic developments. 
 

 
 
In the meeting SOLIDAR stressed that social inequalities have significantly increased in the region 
affecting in particular the situation of young people and showing that the socio-economic dimension 
cannot be separated from the political one. The main challenges linked to youth unemployment 
are: high unemployment rates for youth, women, Roma, long-term unemployment; the high share 
of the informal economy; underdeveloped labour market policy strategies for youth and a complex 
transition from education to work due to the disconnect between the education system and the 
labour market and gaps in vocational education systems. In order to overcome those obstacles and 
promote inclusive opportunities for young people to participate in society and in employment, 
SOLIDAR recommended that the EU and national authorities use the accession process as a 
catalyst for combating the growth of the informal economy, promoting cooperation with social 
partners and civil society, improving women’s participation in the labour market, raising job quality 
by enforcing legal systems and implementing education reforms aimed at facilitating transition from 
education to work. 

NEXT SAF DATES 
 

 SAF and study visit: 9 and 10 March 2015, CSV UK 
Please register: http://solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&date=2015-03-09 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://iris-see.eu/about-us/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/68_solidarbriefing_enl.compressed.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2014_11_03_the_social_dimension_of_eu_enlargement_ec_full_version_old-2.pdf
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OTHER EVENTS 
 

 16 March: Extraordinary General Assembly SOLIDAR and evening reception 20 years 
SOLIDAR in Brussels 

 18 March: Stakeholder meeting European Anti-Poverty Platform 

 24-28 March: World Social Forum in Tunis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
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SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS  
MARCH 2015 

 
 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
Our next Social Affairs Forum and study visit at MPDL Spain will take place on 22 and 23 
June 2015 in Madrid. Please register here. 
 
Social Affairs Forum - study visit at CSV in London 
 
On 9 and 10 March 2015, SOLIDAR members of the Social Affairs Forum from 16 different 
organisations from all across Europe visited our member organisation CSV, a UK volunteering 
and social action charity based in London. 
 
Day 1 – Social Affairs Forum and working groups  
 
Advisory group on migration and fundamental rights  
The members of the advisory group on migration and fundamental rights Members commented 
on a draft roadmap including the main findings of the discussion held during the brainstorming 
meeting in Brussels in February. Members exchanged information on the activities they run at 
national level with asylum seekers, refugees and migrants and the main challenges encountered 
in their daily work. The following actions were agreed: 
- Activities of members – ARCI and the secretariat will launch a ‘mapping’ of the activities run by 
members at national level in order to better identify target groups, needs and common 
challenges.  
- Newly announced EU Agenda on migration – the secretariat will provide information about the 
process and advisory group members will develop together recommendations and actions to feed 
into the development of this policy initiative  
- Exchange of practices – a study visit with a focus on migration will be organised on 22 and 23 
June by MPDL in Spain; case studies will be collected.  
 
Social Economy working group 
The members of the newly founded Social Economy working group led a vivid discussion on 
various topics as TTIP and the situation of social service providers in different EU-member 
countries. After a constructive discussion on these topics, the working group agreed to work on 
the following topics in the future: 
- Implementation of the Public Procurement Directive on national levels – group members will 
monitor the implementation of the Public Procurement Directive in their homecountries and share 
the information with the SOLIDAR secretariat on a regular basis. Besides that the group will 
provide best practice examples of how the directive could best be implemented. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=101
http://www.csv.org.uk/?display=volunteering
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-Access to finance – a very important topic was the access to EU funding and other means of 
financing social service providers. The working group aims to work out demands and suggestions 
on how to optimise the access to finance for Social Economy stakeholders. 
- Social Impact Measurements – there has been a vivid discussion on the different ways to 
measure the social impact of projects or legislative acts. The working group will further discuss to 
propose the optimal form of Social Impact Measurement. 
- Promotion of Social Policies on EU level – as the European Commission hardly mentioned any 
social topics in its working programme and action plans, the working group aims to promote the 
importance of social policies, social innovation and social infrastracture by means yet to be 
discussed. 
 

 
 
Day 2 – Study visit  
 
Steve Wyler presented the Common Good Campaign. You find more information (incl. the video 
we saw) at www.calltoactionforthecommongood.org.uk and you can get in touch with Rubens 
Carvalho who is in charge of the campaign at CSV at commongood@csv.org.uk. 
 
We visited the Red Route Café, CSV’s social enterprise café in London Hackney. The initiative to 
open this café came about as a result of the riots in 2011 that took many young people in London 
and all across the UK to the streets and ended in violence and damage in many places. 
 

 
 
The riots showed that young people without a job, low level or no education or any positive 
outlook for their personal future are desperate and need to make their voice heard. Hackney was 
one of the “hot spots” during these riots; a borough with high level of unemployment, crime, 
obesity and low educational attainment as well as the highest level of child poverty in the UK and 
at the same time one of the most expensive parts of London regarding property costs. 
Additionally, the area hosts inhabitants with a broad variety of ethnic backgrounds, ranging from 
countries from all over Europe and Africa as well as Asia. Approximately 25% of the population is 
classed as black/African or Caribbean and nine different languages are spoken. 
 
With financial support from a philanthropic fund, CSV opened the Red Route Café to support 
young people in their home borough by offering the opportunity for individuals to develop their 
skills and gain experience in anything from baking, serving customers, events organisation, 
administration, and more. Young people can apply for volunteering positions as café staff as well 
as for catering and business training for apprentices. The café appeals to different community 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.calltoactionforthecommongood.org.uk/
mailto:commongood@csv.org.uk
http://redroutecafe.org.uk/
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groups such as single parents and is well appreciated. Nevertheless, the café is competing with 
other local businesses in an increasingly competitive market, so its costumer-base, pricing and 
market share have to be carefully calculated to ensure its sustainable future.  
 
The Red Route Café was presented last year as one of SOLIDAR’s 17 case studies showcasing 
good examples of social economy initiatives of our members and partners that help creating 
sustainable employment and inclusion of people with needs into society. The Social Progress 
Watch 2014 showed the need for such local action by civil society organisations to give 
perspectives to young people who are not in employment or education. 
Members of SOLIDAR also met with project managers of CSV who introduced us to three 
different projects currently run by CSV. 
 

 Volunteers supporting families 
Jill Williams, Business Development Manager at CSV presented the ‚Volunteers 
supporting families’ project and provided very interesting insights into CSV’s family work. 
CSV supports families on two strands: the first strand is to support families in which 
children are facing various difficulties such as alcohol or drug abuse by their parents or 
poverty. The second strand is support for families with children with life-limiting and life-
threatening conditions where the aim is to reduce the parents’ stress by helping them 
with subordinate tasks like ironing, washing or wrapping presents so that the parents 
have more time to spend with their ill children or their neglected siblings who are in need 
of their parents as well. Very often those children are in hospital or hospices and their 
parents have limited time to attend to the household and everyday errands, where CSV’s 
volunteers help out. 
 

 Positive Futures 
Verna Chung, Regional Manager presented the Positive Futures project for young people 
seeking work experience in Hackney that involves full-time and part-time volunteers. In 
her experience, high-skilled young people are very interested in volunteering to improve 
their CV and gain work experience. It is much harder to reach young people with low 
levels of education and from difficult family backgrounds. Therefore, CSV encourages 
their volunteers to recruit young people from more difficult backgrounds. 
The young volunteers are involved in different activities: teaching elderly people basic IT 
skills in elderly care homes; organising activities with children of the local Roma 
community; organising a summer school based on creativity and arts for the local African 
population etc. Participants discussed the latest developments in the volunteering sector 
in the UK, e.g. the “Keep volunteering voluntary” campaign. 
 

 Grandmentors 
James Moon introduced the Grandmentors project which is an intergenerational 
mentoring scheme that started in 2009 with funding from a private donor. Young people 
involved are usually NEETs and young people with learning disabilities who are 
experiencing troubles getting into education or work. Mentors in the project have an 
average age of 61 and consist of a mix of retired, employed and unemployed people. Half 
of the mentees are female and half are male, with an average age of 20 years.  

http://www.solidar.org/
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/case_studies_web.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/case_studies_web.pdf
http://solidar.org/IMG/pdf/case_studies_web.pdf
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The aim is to improve their employability as well as their self-esteem and confidence. 
Although these outcomes are more difficult to measure they are very important to allow 
the person to involve in society. The project showed that young people who have been in 
care for most of their life are more willing to engage with a volunteer than with a 
professional because they do not feel measured and assessed.  

 
The study visit was a very welcomed opportunity for our members and partners to visit one of our 
member organisations, to learn on the spot about their work and projects. It gave valuable 
insights into the development, financing and management of projects as well as the social 
enterprise model of the Red Route Café. All in all it gave an excellent inside view of the exciting 
realities we have in our network all across Europe. SOLIDAR will continue with the concept of 
study visits to further improve capacity of our members and show the good work they are doing 
on a daily basis at local level. 
 
Photos of the Social Affairs Forum and the Study Visit can be found here. 
 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
 
We would like to inform you that the SOLIDAR secretariat is currently feeding into the following 
legislative and non-legislative processes in the European Parliament, mainly in cooperation 
with the Greens and the Social Democrats.  
 
Our contributions are based on your inputs to the Social Progress Watch 2014. 
 

o Recommendation for a Council recommendation on broad guidelines for the 
economic policies of the Member States and of the Union (link) 

o Integrated guidelines to the Proposal for a Council decision on guidelines for 
the employment policies of the Member States (link) 

o The review of the economic governance framework: stocktaking and 
challenges (2014/2145(INI))  

o European Semester for economic policy coordination: Employment and Social 
Aspects in the Annual Growth Survey 2015 (link) 

o Green Jobs: Potential of the Green Economy  
o EMPL opinion on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) 
o Report on TTIP in the Trade Committee (link) 
o Report on Cohesion policy and marginalized communities in the Regional 

Development committee (REGI) and the corresponding EMPL opinion 
 
The following dossiers will be discussed in Parliament soon and we will provide input on the basis 
of the SPWI 2014 as well: 
 

o Social entrepreneurship and innovation 

http://www.solidar.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/31689406@N05/
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/europe2020_guidelines_part1_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/europe2020_guidelines_part2_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/draft-opinions.html?ufolderComCode=EMPL&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=01510&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/draft-reports.html?ufolderComCode=EMPL&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=02175&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2238(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-546.672+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/search-in-documents.html?ufolderComCode=INTA&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=01962&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2247(INI)
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o Creating a competitive EU labour market for the 21st century: matching skills and 
qualifications with demand and job opportunities, as a way to recover from the 
crisis 

o Reducing inequalities with a special focus on child poverty 
o EMPL opinion on REFIT 
o LIBE opinion on the situation of fundamental rights in the European 

 
We will of course keep you informed! 
 
 
EU project on reference budgets 
 
On 16 March, another meeting of the EU stakeholder group took place, where the state of play of 
the reference budgets project has been presented. Please find more information here: 
 

20150317 EU 
Stakeholder meeting.pdf

 
 

Testing EU Citizenship as labour citizenship: from cases of labour rights violations to a 
strengthened labour rights regime project 
 
 
SOLIDAR attended the meeting to launch the EU-funded project "Testing EU Citizenship as 
labour citizenship: from cases of labour rights violations to a strengthened labour rights regime" 
(LABCIT), led by the Multicultural Center Prague. Associated project partners are SOLIDAR 
member ADO SAH ROM from Romania, the University of Padua from Italy, the Polish Social 
Council, and other partners from Lithuania, Germany and the Czech Republic. The project will 
look at EU citizenship from the perspective of particular experiences and cases of violations of 
labour rights of mobile EU citizens in the EU labour market. 

 
During the economic boom following the 2004 enlargement of the EU and later as result of the 
recent economic crisis, the migration of significant numbers of EU citizens from Central and 
Eastern Europe, often employed in low-skilled occupations in Western EU, has raised questions 
regarding EU citizenship. While employment in destination countries represented an opportunity 

http://www.solidar.org/
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for these mobile workers, they often face serious violations of their labour rights and discrimination 
similar to those faced by migrant workers from outside the EU. 
The project will discuss potential regulatory failures as well as successes at national and EU level 
regarding particular policies and practices (e.g. cooperation among labour inspectorates, EURES, 
etc.) The project aims to feed into discussions on recently adopted EU directives such as the 
Public Procurement Directives. SOLIDAR will bring its expertise on EU social and employment 
policies as well as knowledge from its network to the project. SOLIDAR will be involved in the 
various hearings throughout the year and will have the pleasure of organising the final conference 
in Brussels in April 2016 and of disseminating the project’s results. 
 

 
Statement by SOLIDAR and Volonteurope - Empower Civil Society to Monitor Fundamental 
Rights 
 

A study developed for the European Parliament Committee for Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs titled ‘The impact of the crisis on fundamental rights across Member States of the EU’ was 
published, highlighting the implications of the crisis on fundamental rights, especially in relation to 
education, healthcare, work and pension and the restraints on freedom of expression and 
assembly for citizens within the European Union. 
SOLIDAR and Volonteurope welcome this new report that reflects the findings of the Social 
Progress Watch 2014, launched in the European Parliament last December, and presenting the 
state of play of social and employment developments in 15 European countries. In particular 
similar trends have been identified in the country studies on how certain austerity measures have 
led to the deterioration of the conditions that enable people to exercise the fundamental rights to 
education, healthcare and work such as the reduction of number of schools, teachers, medical 
staff or affordable public transport services due to budgetary cuts. Moreover, similarly to what 
stated in this report, the Progress Watch 2014 has highlighted that migrants, people with 
disabilities and women are amongst the groups which were disproportionally affected by these 
measures. 
What is needed is a right-based approach to structural reforms and social investment measures 
in order to prevent negative social consequences and to create the conditions for the full respect 
and promotion of fundamental rights, as SOLIDAR and Volonteurope have been advocating for in 
the framework of the European Years of Citizens Alliance. 
Yesterday, Frans Timmermans (Vice-President of the European Commission for Better 
Regulation, Inter-Institutional Relations, Rule of Law and Charter of Fundamental Rights) noted in 
a speech in the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) that strengthening the role of 
civil society by improving civil dialogue is fundamental to address the challenges in the labour 
market and linked to demographic changes. He stated that ‘European citizens deserve the best 
possible legislation [...] we need policies to be sustainable’. 
SOLIDAR and Volonteurope, in line with the European Parliament study published, call upon the 
European Institutions to empower civil society organisations to monitor applications of 
fundamental rights in Member States – in accordance with the Lisbon Treaty and the International 
Covenants – and report back to the Commission’s Vice-President for fundamental rights to the 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/510021/IPOL_STU%282015%29510021_EN.pdf
http://www.volonteurope.eu/
http://www.solidar.org/Active-Inclusion-Social-Progress.html
http://www.solidar.org/Active-Inclusion-Social-Progress.html
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ensure that every Commission proposal or initiative complies with the EU Charter of Fundamental 
Rights. 
 
Read the Statement in pdf here. 

 
Newly announced European Agenda on migration: SOLIDAR calls for solidarity and 
respect of human rights to be at the heart 
 
On 4 march, the European Commission held an orientation debate on the development of a new 
comprehensive European Agenda on Migration in order to deliver on the political guidelines of 
President Juncker. The Agenda, announced to be launched by the end of May, will present 
actions to improve the EU’s capacity to manage migration flows as well as to address challenges 
and opportunities of migration. 
 
Actions are foreseen to be developed in the following four main areas: 

 The Commission is committed to reinforce a common Asylum System and to tackle 
divergences in national asylum policy practices; increase availability of resettlement 
places; improve collaboration with third countries; 

 The Commission will work on a new European policy on legal migration including a 
review of the Blue Card Directive in open consultation with all relevant stakeholders; 

 The Commission wants to work in collaboration with third countries on fighting irregular 
migration and human trafficking; 

 The Commission announces that the preparation of the European Agenda on Migration 
will be an opportunity to discuss possible reinforcement and budget increase for the EU’s 
Border AgencyFrontex. In addition, during a press conference Commissioner 
Avramopoulos also announced the intention of the Commission to promote the creation 
of legal roots allowing people to arrive in Europe safely. 

 
SOLIDAR welcomes the commitment of the European Commission to work on a comprehensive 
Agenda on Migration and call on the institutions involved to put solidarity and respect of human 
rights at the earth of the announced new approach. We recommend to take into account the 
following aspects: 

 the need to immediately stop the ongoing human tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea 
by investing in search and rescue operation as well as promoting legal and safe roots for 
people fleeing wars and seeking for international protection. 

 the need to establish a more efficient responsibility-sharing system and improved 
harmonisation of protection’s standards in the framework of the EU migration policies 
with particular regards to the possible revision of the Dublin regulation; 

 the necessity to tackle the growing anti-immigrant sentiment across Europe by fight 
racism, xenophobia, the ‘logic of invasion’ busting myths linked to migration in the public 
debate. 

 the importance to fight the root causes of migration by continuing external action to put 
an end to conflicts and promoting economic and social development as well as human 
and social rights in the countries of origins. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_03_18_solidar_statement_fundamental_rights.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4545_en.htm
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“Solidarity needs to stop being a slogan and become a reality!” stated today Commissioner 
Avramopoulos. The recently constituted SOLIDAR Advisory group on migration and 
fundamental rights is ready to contribute to the development of the new EU approach to migration 
policies in order to make this statement a reality. 
 
 

Reconciling economic growth and social progress: a challenge! 
 
On 4 March, the Progressive Economy Initiative by the S&D group in the European Parliament 
held a high-level conference on the challenge to combine economic growth and social progress. 
Among the participants were Commissioner Moscovici, MEPs Maria Joao Rodrigues, Jutta 
Steinruck and Elisa Ferreira as well as former Prime minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen and 
SOLIDAR Secretary General Conny Reuter.Commissioner Moscovici outlined in his opening 
statement that growth will not come back instantly and that the Juncker Plan for investment is a 
good step in the right direction as investment levels in Member States remain significantly below 
their pre-crisis levels. He added that “We need budgetary discipline, but no more orthodox 
approaches.” He engaged that the new Commission will ensure a reorientation of EU policies as 
well as more fiscal transparency and harmonisation. 
 

 
 
At the conference, the independent Annual Growth Survey (iAGS) 2015 was presented by its 
authors, leading economic institutes from France, Denmark and Germany. 
The main challenge highlighted by the iAGS is the increasing divergence within and between 
regions of Europe. Europe is still stuck in the crisis with negative impacts on unemployment rates, 
especially among young people, and income inequality. In Europe, contrary to the US, the GINI 
rate, which is a tool of measurement of inequality, is further rising. The report stressed that 
divergence in Europe is rising as growth - where it exists - is no longer distributed equally but 
benefits regions and population groups very differently. In addition, current low inflation rates are 
increasing the threat of deflation which can increase the weight of real debt. 
 
What solutions are proposed in the iAGS? 
First, public investment. The researchers behind the report understand investment not in the 
narrow way the Commission is currently defining it (investment in infrastructure and the digital 
economy), but in a broader sense including social and environmental aspects. Investing in 
education, lifelong learning, active labour market policies, inclusion, children, the fight against 
climate change and so on allow for investing in our continent’s future which is urgently needed if 
Europe wants to keep its role as an economic player based on a social model in the world. 
Excluding such investments from the calculations within the rules of the Fiscal Compact (“Golden 
Rule”) is crucial as those Member States who need such investment the most are usually the ones 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.progressiveeconomy.eu/content/conference-economic-inequality-reconciling
http://www.iags-project.org/
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with high public debts and financial difficulties. Furthermore, public investment usually has a high 
impact on activity and private investment (according to IMF, a multiplier up to 3). It should be noted 
that “Prisons are no social investment”, as stated Conny Reuter during his intervention to raise 
awareness that the Commission has a different definition of social investment than the 
stakeholders present at the conference. 
 
Hand in hand with investment goes a coordinated wage policy, according to the iAGS, with 
substantive wage increases in surplus countries such as Germany. That means that we need an 
institutional framework to strengthen the capacity to balance prices and wages inside the euro 
area. Here, a common system of minimum wages can play a significant role. The iAGS also 
suggest a so-called Fiscal Carbon shock, meaning a stepwise increase in the price of carbon 
(through taxation, an improved Emission trading scheme etc.) to boost investment in transition 
towards a low carbon economy. 
 
Besides growth-friendly fiscal and monetary policies, "structural reforms" are being emphasised 
nearly by all institutions as the key to sustainable growth in Europe. However, they have been so 
far mostly associated with labour market flexibilisation, contributing to deflation and undermining 
demand. 
 
SOLIDAR agrees that structural reforms are needed but it is important to promote the right kind of 
structural reforms. In our opinion, these include reforms in the field of tax legislation: shift taxes 
from labour to other sources: (wealth tax, environmental taxes...), improve tax compliance, fight 
tax evasion and avoidance and reforms in the field of education: investing in education to develop 
a skilled workforce, starting in early child hood, remedy inequality in education and supporting 
lifelong learning. We need to improve VET structures, guarantee high quality tertiary education for 
the demanding ICT jobs and the implementation of qualification frameworks as well as the 
validation of skills, especially the ones gained in non-formal and informal learning. Luxembourg’s 
Minister for Social Affairs and Social Economy, Nicolas Schmit, stressed the often underestimated 
importance of social economy to overcome the crisis and to create quality jobs. “It might not be 
THE solution to all our problems, but at least a part of the solution.” The Luxembourg Presidency 
(“Investing in people”) in the second half of 2015 aims at organising joint ECOFIN and EPSCO 
councils to better reconcile employment/social and economic issues. 
 
In his intervention, SOLIDAR Secretary General stressed again his criticism on the preparatory 
note for the upcoming 4-Presidents-Paper. It clearly carries the signature of the current neo-liberal 
political approach to the EU’s economy and pretended solutions imposed on countries under the 
corrective arm of the Stability and Growth Pact: austerity, often sold as fiscal discipline, excessive 
market liberalisation and increased flexibilisation of the labour market, which leads to lowering 
protection standards for workers and employees. This approach has not worked but instead has 
driven whole populations of EU member states into distress, is obvious but the paper turns a blind 
eye on this fact. On the contrary, the authors of the paper want to prescribe even more of the 
above mentioned “medicine” to the EMU. 
 
A monetary union with Member States competing against each other by cutting wages and 
reducing social expenditure is not sustainable. A common fiscal capacity at EU level that takes 

http://www.solidar.org/


  
 
 
 

 
 

 
SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 NGOs active in over 90 countries working to advance social justice in Europe and 
worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns of its member organisations to the EU and international institutions across the 
policy sectors social affairs, international cooperation and lifelong learning. For more info www.solidar.org 

23 
 

away the burden of adjustment from the decrease of wages and working conditions is therefore 
needed. 

 
 

NEXT SAF DATES 
 

 SAF and study visit: 22 and 23 June 2015, MPDL Spain 
Please register: http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=101 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 24-28 March: World Social Forum in Tunis 

 26 March: Social Services Europe breakfast debate: Job Creation and Economic Growth 
in the Health and Social Sector; The Contribution of Non-profit Service Providers, Brussels 

 30 March: public hearing on the situation of fundamental rights in European Union, 
European Parliament, Brussels  

 6-7 May: SOLIDAR Board meeting, Madrid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS  
APRIL 2015 

 

SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
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Our next Social Affairs Forum and study visit at MPDL Spain will take place on 22 and 23 
June 2015 in Madrid. Please register here. 
 
Our Training Academy will take place on 6 and 7 July in Turin, Spain. More infos to follow soon! 
 
 
We are collecting case studies! 
 
Like last year, we would like to collect case studies from SOLIDAR members and partners that 
showcase the valuable work you are doing on a daily basis – this year with a focus on 
services/activities that support: 
 

1. long-term unemployed 
2. young people who are not in employment, education or training (NEETs) 
3. migrants 

 
The case studies will be published and presented at various occasions throughout the year 
(Study visit in June, Training Academy in July, Annual Conference at the end of the year etc.) and 
will be used in our advocacy work. 
 
We need one case study per organisation, so you can pick one of the three target groups 
mentioned above, but please feel free to send several case studies.  
Please send them to us by email before 22 May 2015.  
 
Have a look at last year’s publication here. 
 
Advisory group on migration and fundamental rights  
 
With the support of the advisory group members, SOLIDAR submitted suggestions for 
amendments to MEPs on the LIBE opinion on the impact of the crisis on fundamental rights 
that in our view were need to stress the following principle:  

 Implement a human rights based approach in migration policies  

 Further strengthen the role of the EU in the protection and promotion of social, economic 
and cultural rights. 

 Ensure and promote the involvement of civil society organisation in shaping the 
fundamental rights policy of the EU  

 
Furthermore, following tragic events in the Mediterranean sea, SOLIDAR with the full support of 
members decided to write a letter to the Extraordinary European Council of 23 April to call 
upon the President, Donald Tusk and Heads of State and Government to immediately implement 
actions to end the ongoing humanitarian crisis. We called for a paradigm shift based on the 
immediate implementation of the following measurers: 

 Open humanitarian corridors for people fleeing conflicts and food insecurity and seeking 
for international protection. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=101
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/case_studies_web.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/case_studies_web.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_04_22_solidar_letter_to_the_extraordinary_european_council.pdf


  
 
 
 

 
 

 
SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 NGOs active in over 90 countries working to advance social justice in Europe and 
worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns of its member organisations to the EU and international institutions across the 
policy sectors social affairs, international cooperation and lifelong learning. For more info www.solidar.org 

25 
 

 Promote a joint EU adequately financed search & rescue operation in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

 Improve legal migration and access for refugees for example by delivering Visa in EU 
embassies for asylum seekers from countries with a high acceptation rate. 

 Strengthen external actions aiming at putting an end to conflicts and promoting inclusive 
development, decent work and social protection and economic, social and cultural rights 
in the countries of origins and the implementation of Geneva Convention in countries of 
transit. 

 Improve responsibility-sharing mechanisms to support those Member States who are at 
the forefront and promote the integration efforts of those Member States for whom 
solidarity is more than a wording.tem 

 Make sure that Member States fully comply with the fundamental rights of migrants 
through providing access to healthcare and basic social services. 

The letter was translated in various national languages and promoted by members.  
 
 
Jobs, Growth and Social Investment 
 
SOLIDAR is launching a call for academic papers to help formulate and develop alternatives to 
the structural reforms that are currently being pursued by the European institutions as part of the 
so-called ‘virtuous triangle’ (i.e. investment, fiscal consolidation, and structural reforms) as part of 
the SOLIDAR Social Progress Watch Initiative.  
 
SOLIDAR wants to identify reflections that enable the progressive redefinition of the concept of 
structural reform.  Until now the mainstream interpretation has been that that further labour 
market reforms regarding employment protection legislation, automatic stabilisers and wage-
setting frameworks are a viable solution. However, through the Social Progress Watch 2014, we 
witness only a further rise in inequalities, precariousness and poverty. We want to look into 
alternative economic and regulatory approaches to be followed that stimulate Jobs, Growth and 
Social Investment. Please read our background note here. 
 
To help formulate and develop these reflections as an alternative to the implemented structural 
reforms that are currently being pursued by the European institutions, SOLIDAR is calling on 
independent thinkers, journalists, academics, and researchers from EU Member States, EFTA 
countries, and Candidate Countries to submit academic papers on the issues listed below.  
 
While SOLIDAR welcomes an open discussion and a wide variety of policy ideas, we would like to 
follow the three distinct understandings of social equality as developed by Sir Tony Atkinson to 
structure the discussion. The three understandings are: equality of opportunity, equality of outcome, 
and horizontal equality. Among these, SOLIDAR is particularly interested in policy ideas that 
connect to improving the equality as outcome. 
 
To further elaborate on the details, we call for papers in the following areas: 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/briefing_alternative_structural_reform_measures-final.pdf
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 Areas of investment/Social Investment that reduces/avoids social costs and 
externalities caused by our current economic model (social dumping, precarious 
employment, informal economy etc.), that generates societal benefits (sustainable quality 
jobs, high quality and accessible social and health services and education, social 
innovation etc.), that contributes to the achievement of the EU 2020 headline targets, with 
a focus on investment in the social services sector and in education, training and skills 
 

 Sources of funding for social investment: public and private capital at EU-level and 
national level, e.g. green taxes, FTT, ETS, MFF, EIB, crowd funding etc.  
 

 Mechanisms for Solidarity in the EU: EU solidarity fund, EU Unemployment benefit 
scheme 
 

 Revision of the EU’s current economic governance framework: in the short, medium 
and long-term, flexibility of the Stability and Growth Pact 

 Impacts of international trade agreements on jobs and social cohesion in the EU: 
with a focus on the upcoming revision of the EU’s trade agenda and the EU’s ongoing trade 
negotiations (TTIP, TiSA, …) 
 

 What kind of growth/economic model do we want? 
 
Please find more information here. 
 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
 
We would like to inform you that the SOLIDAR secretariat is currently feeding into the following 
legislative and non-legislative processes in the European Parliament, mainly in cooperation 
with the Greens and the Social Democrats.  
 
Our contributions are based on your inputs to the Social Progress Watch 2014. 

 

 Recommendation for a Council recommendation on broad guidelines for 
the economic policies of the Member States and of the Union (link) 

 Integrated guidelines to the Proposal for a Council decision on guidelines 
for the employment policies of the Member States (link) 

 The review of the economic governance framework: stocktaking and 
challenges (2014/2145(INI))  

 Green Jobs: Potential of the Green Economy  

 Report on TTIP in the Trade Committee (link) 

 Report on Cohesion policy and marginalised communities in the Regional  

 LIBE opinion on the situation of fundamental rights in the European Union 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_04_23_solidar_call_for_papers_doc_web_version.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/europe2020_guidelines_part1_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/europe2020_guidelines_part2_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/draft-opinions.html?ufolderComCode=EMPL&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=01510&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2238(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/search-in-documents.html?ufolderComCode=INTA&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=01962&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2247(INI)
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 Creating a competitive EU labour market for the 21st century: matching skills 
and qualifications with demand and job opportunities, as a way to recover from 
the crisis 

 
The following dossiers will be discussed in Parliament soon and we will provide input on the basis 
of the SPWI 2014 as well: 
 

 Social entrepreneurship and innovation 

 EMPL opinion on REFIT 
 
We will of course keep you informed! 
 
 
Towards a fair EU Trade policy – DG Trade’s new policy communication 
 
At a meeting of DG TRADE’s Director-General Jean-Luc Demarty with interested civil society 
representatives on 21 April 2015, the Commission presented its views on current trade policy 
issues, in particular in view of the new policy communication on a trade and investment strategy 
for jobs and growth, which is to be released in the autumn and which will define the EU’s trade 
policy agenda for the coming years. 
 
The Commission confirmed its consistently positive view on the concluded Free Trade Agreements 
(FTA), claiming that all of them are delivering and that trade remains the “source of good with only 
few dark sides”. 
 
According to Demarty, the upcoming trade review will be a chance to update the Commission’s 
way of working in trade policy, i.e. aiming for more trust in negotiating institutions, an improved 
implementation of FTAs and to boost especially e-commerce and digital trade as well as to tackle 
disguised subsidies. 
Full version 
 
Press Release: SOLIDAR addresses the European Council: urgent actions needed to end 
tragedies in the Mediterranean! 
 
Following the last tragic and inacceptable events in the Mediterranean sea, SOLIDAR with the full 
support of our members which have long-standing track records in promoting solidarity and human 
rights, integration of migrants and protection of people in need, decided to write a letter to the 
Extraordinary European Council of 23 April to call upon the President, Donald Tusk and Heads of 
State and Government to immediately implement actions to end the ongoing humanitarian crisis. 
 
In the last two years more than 5000 people died in their attempt to reach the European borders, 
1500 only since the beginning of 2015[1]. Most of the people who attempt the dangerous journey 
come from war-torn Syria (36% of the arrivals in 2014[2]). These numbers clearly show the 
inadequacy of the current ‘Fortress Europe’ approach to protect human lives and tackle the root 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1774.html
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causes of migration. Approach which is unfortunately also reflected in the 10 point action plan 
presented on 20 April by the Joint Foreign and Home Affairs Council. 
Full version 
 
 
SOLIDAR meets representatives of Greek CSOs 
 
Today SOLIDAR met in Brussels members of four Greek civil society organisations (CSOs), of 
which many are already supported by SOLIDAR Members, to discuss the social and economic 
situation in their country; the meeting was held in the European Parliament and hosted by MEP 
Josef Weidenholzer (S&D). 
Full version 
 
Little progress, other policies are needed for a real breakthrough 
 
The first quarterly review of the employment and social situation in Europe in 2015 has been 
published on 13 April by the European Commission. Although the Commission draws a more 
positive picture than in the previous reviews, SOLIDAR remains sceptical towards different aspects 
mirrored in the report. 
 
An increase in employment by 1% in 2014 might indicate improvement but it has to be seen that 
the numbers remain well below their pre-crisis figures and therefore far from the EU 2020 target. 
Full version 
 
Social investment needed more than ever 

At the beginning of 2013, the European Commission adopted the Social Investment Package, a policy 

package that was very much welcomed by SOLIDAR (See SOLIDAR Media Release) as it marked a 

change in the Commission’s narrative away from austerity-driven policies towards an investment approach 

in people. 

 

Nevertheless, over the past 2 years not much action has followed at member states level. At the beginning 

of this year, the Commission has decided to take stock of how member states’ policy reforms have 

supported the policy objectives set out in the package. The Commission therefore asked the European 

social policy expert network to assess the overall approach to social investment across 35 countries (all EU 

Member States plus IS, RS, MK, TK, CH, NO and LI).  

 
 

NEXT SAF DATES 
 

 SAF and study visit: 22 and 23 June 2015, MPDL Spain 
Please register: http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=101 
 

 SOLIDAR Training Academy: 6 and 7 July 2015, Turin, Italy 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/Press-Release-SOLIDAR-addresses.html
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1766.html
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1764.html
http://www.solidar.org/MEDIA-RELEASE-Social-Investment.html
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=101
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Please register: http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=104 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

 5 May: General Assembly Social Platform, Brussels 

 6-7 May: SOLIDAR Board meeting, Madrid 

 8 May: DG Trade stakeholder meeting on trade review, Brussels 

 SOLIDAR Silver Rose, 3 June 2015, Brussels  
You can register: http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=102  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS FORUM NEWS  
MAY 2015 
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SECRETARIAT UPDATES  
 
Our next Social Affairs Forum and study visit at MPDL Spain will take place on 22 and 23 
June 2015 in Madrid. Please register here. 
 
Our Training Academy will take place on 6 and 7 July in Turin, Spain. More info to follow soon! 
 
 
REMINDER - We are collecting case studies! 
 
Like last year, we would like to collect case studies from SOLIDAR members and partners that 
showcase the valuable work you are doing on a daily basis – this year with a focus on 
services/activities that support: 
 

4. long-term unemployed 
5. young people who are not in employment, education or training (NEETs) 
6. migrants 

 
The case studies will be published and presented at various occasions throughout the year 
(Study visit in June, Training Academy in July, Annual Conference at the end of the year etc.) and 
will be used in our advocacy work. 
 
We need one case study per organisation, so you can pick one of the three target groups 
mentioned above, but please feel free to send several case studies.  
Please send them to us by email.  
 
Have a look at last year’s publication here. 
 
Social Progress Watch 2015  
 
This year the SPW will cover 14 EU Member States and 6 Western Balkan countries. The SPWI 
2015 monitoring tables have been sent out to members and partners at the beginning of the year. 
We are now in the process of elaborating the feedback received. A detailed report about the 
preparation of the country studies and the plans for the coming months will be presented by the 
Secretariat at the Social Affairs Forum in Madrid on 23 June.  
 
 
Advisory group on migration and fundamental rights  
 
With the support of the advisory group members, SOLIDAR submitted suggestions for 
amendments to MEPs on the LIBE opinion on the impact of the crisis on fundamental rights 
that in our view were need to stress the following principle:  

 Implement a human rights based approach in migration policies  

 Further strengthen the role of the EU in the protection and promotion of social, economic 
and cultural rights. 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=101
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/case_studies_web.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/case_studies_web.pdf
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 Ensure and promote the involvement of civil society organisation in shaping the 
fundamental rights policy of the EU  

All the amendments suggested by SOLIDAR have been taken on board by several MEPs and 
proposed to the rapporteur. In June the rapporteur will present compromised amendements. The 
report is supposed to be voted in July We will keep you updated;  
 
On 13th May SOLIDAR sent out a press release to react to the presentation of the New 
Commission’s Agenda on Migration. The main recommendations included in the agenda were 
built on the content of the letter that we sent to the Extraordinary European Council of 23 April, 
which received full support of members and was translated in various languages.  
 
 
 
Jobs, Growth and Social Investment 
 
Deadline extended to 15 June!  Please spread in your networks! 
 
SOLIDAR has launched a call for academic papers to help formulate and develop alternatives to 
the structural reforms that are currently being pursued by the European institutions as part of the 
so-called ‘virtuous triangle’ (i.e. investment, fiscal consolidation, and structural reforms) as part of 
the SOLIDAR Social Progress Watch Initiative.  
 
SOLIDAR wants to identify reflections that enable the progressive redefinition of the concept of 
structural reform.  Until now the mainstream interpretation has been that that further labour 
market reforms regarding employment protection legislation, automatic stabilisers and wage-
setting frameworks are a viable solution. However, through the Social Progress Watch 2014, we 
witness only a further rise in inequalities, precariousness and poverty. We want to look into 
alternative economic and regulatory approaches to be followed that stimulate Jobs, Growth and 
Social Investment. Please read our background note here. 
 
To help formulate and develop these reflections as an alternative to the implemented structural 
reforms that are currently being pursued by the European institutions, SOLIDAR is calling on 
independent thinkers, journalists, academics, and researchers from EU Member States, EFTA 
countries, and Candidate Countries to submit academic papers on the issues listed below.  
 
While SOLIDAR welcomes an open discussion and a wide variety of policy ideas, we would like to 
follow the three distinct understandings of social equality as developed by Sir Tony Atkinson to 
structure the discussion. The three understandings are: equality of opportunity, equality of outcome, 
and horizontal equality. Among these, SOLIDAR is particularly interested in policy ideas that 
connect to improving the equality as outcome. 
 
To further elaborate on the details, we call for papers in the following areas: 
 

 Areas of investment/Social Investment that reduces/avoids social costs and 
externalities caused by our current economic model (social dumping, precarious 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/briefing_alternative_structural_reform_measures-final.pdf
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employment, informal economy etc.), that generates societal benefits (sustainable quality 
jobs, high quality and accessible social and health services and education, social 
innovation etc.), that contributes to the achievement of the EU 2020 headline targets, with 
a focus on investment in the social services sector and in education, training and skills 
 

 Sources of funding for social investment: public and private capital at EU-level and 
national level, e.g. green taxes, FTT, ETS, MFF, EIB, crowd funding etc.  
 

 Mechanisms for Solidarity in the EU: EU solidarity fund, EU Unemployment benefit 
scheme 
 

 Revision of the EU’s current economic governance framework: in the short, medium 
and long-term, flexibility of the Stability and Growth Pact 

 Impacts of international trade agreements on jobs and social cohesion in the EU: 
with a focus on the upcoming revision of the EU’s trade agenda and the EU’s ongoing trade 
negotiations (TTIP, TiSA, …) 
 

 What kind of growth/economic model do we want? 
 
Please find more information here. 

POLICY UPDATES  
 
 
We would like to inform you that the SOLIDAR secretariat is currently feeding into the following 
legislative and non-legislative processes in the European Parliament, mainly in cooperation 
with the Greens and the Social Democrats.  
 
Our contributions are based on your inputs to the Social Progress Watch 2014. 

 

 Recommendation for a Council recommendation on broad guidelines for 
the economic policies of the Member States and of the Union (link) 

 Integrated guidelines to the Proposal for a Council decision on guidelines 
for the employment policies of the Member States (link) 

 The review of the economic governance framework: stocktaking and 
challenges (2014/2145(INI))  

 Green Jobs: Potential of the Green Economy  

 Report on TTIP in the Trade Committee (link) 

 Report on Cohesion policy and marginalised communities in the Regional  

 LIBE opinion on the situation of fundamental rights in the European Union 

 Creating a competitive EU labour market for the 21st century: matching skills 
and qualifications with demand and job opportunities, as a way to recover from 
the crisis 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/IMG/pdf/2015_04_23_solidar_call_for_papers_doc_web_version.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/europe2020_guidelines_part1_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/pdf/europe2020_guidelines_part2_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/empl/draft-opinions.html?ufolderComCode=EMPL&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=01510&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2238(INI)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/search-in-documents.html?ufolderComCode=INTA&ufolderLegId=8&ufolderId=01962&linkedDocument=true&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#sidesForm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2247(INI)
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We will of course keep you informed! 
 
Better Regulation Package presented – SOLIDAR is on the watch 
 
Last week, on 19 May 2015, Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the European 
Commission, presented the Better Regulation Package which main ideas are:  
 

-   A new Regulatory Scrutiny Board of seven members 
-   A new Interinstitutional agreement on better law-making 
-   A new stakeholder mechanism, called ‘REFIT platform’ 
-   And ongoing consultations with stakeholders during the legislative cycle 
 
SOLIDAR has eligible concerns that the Commission interprets ‘better regulation’ as ‘deregulation’ 
that endangers fundamental rights, social standards, the environment and the health and safety of 
the labour force and therefore SOLIDAR remains critical to the REFIT agenda. In a first statement 
SOLIDAR reacted to Vice-President Timmermans’ presentation of the Better Regulation Package. 

SOLIDAR became member of the ‘Better Regulation Watchdog’ initiative, a group of 57 
organisations of European consumer, environmental, development, citizen and public health 
organisations, trade unions and organisations advancing social justice which all work to promote 
and defend the rights of citizens to high social, labour, environmental, consumer and public health 
standards. The network of organisations is concerned that the ‘Better Regulation’ agenda aims to 
weaken or undermine essential regulations and subordinate the public good to corporate interests.  

The network and SOLIDAR itself will further examine actions taken under the Better Regulation 
initiative to identify possible risks to existing and future social, labour, environmental, consumer, 
financial regulation and public health standards. The members of the Better Regulation Watchdog 
network will then inform civil society, media and decision makers of these risks by organising public 
debates, promoting research, and through joint campaigning and advocacy work. 

SOLIDAR is currently summarising the main issues of the Better Regulation Package and will point 
out all concerns especially regarding Fundamental Rights and Social Standards in a soon to be 
published factsheet. SOLIDAR members will be kept updated on SOLIDAR’s actions concerning 
the Better Regulation initiatives by the European Commission. 
 
 
 
Setting the table for Better Regulation?  
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1809.html  
 
 
SOLIDAR Press Release: ‘New EU-25 agenda on Migration: a Comprehensive Solution or a set 
of Stopgap Measures?’ 

http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1805.html  

http://www.solidar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/better_regulation/key_docs_en.htm
http://solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1809.html
http://www.betterregwatch.eu/BRWN_Founding_Statement_and_Members.pdf
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1809.html
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1805.html
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EU Trade policy: Commission should focus on transparency, sustainability and added value for 
its citizens 
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1803.html  
 
 
Social Progress Watch 2015 extended to Western Balkan countries 

http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1792.html 
 

Better Regulation Watchdog founding document  
http://www.betterregwatch.eu/BRWN_Founding_Statement_and_Members.pdf 
 
Editorial by SOLIDAR Secretary General, Conny Reuter, 22 May 2015  
http://solidar.org/Editorial-by-Conny-Reuter-SOLIDAR,1816.html 

 
#AskFrans – SOLIDAR questions Vice-President Timmermans  
http://solidar.org/AskFrans-Better-Regulation-and.html 

 
SOLIDAR’s reaction to the report of the ‘Stoiber Commission’  
http://solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1585.html 

 
Reaction to the Better Regulation Package announcement by ETUC (European Trade 
Union Confederation) 
http://www.etuc.org/press/better-regulation-or-less-democracy-and-more-
bureaucracy#.VWWJM0Y2W9M 
 

NEXT SAF DATES 
 

 SAF and study visit: 22 and 23 June 2015, MPDL Spain 
Please register: http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=101 
 

 SOLIDAR Training Academy: 6 and 7 July 2015, Turin, Italy 
Please register: http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=104 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

http://www.solidar.org/
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1803.html
http://www.solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1792.html
http://www.betterregwatch.eu/BRWN_Founding_Statement_and_Members.pdf
http://solidar.org/Editorial-by-Conny-Reuter-SOLIDAR,1816.html
http://solidar.org/AskFrans-Better-Regulation-and.html
http://solidar.org/Together-for-Social-Europe,1585.html
http://www.etuc.org/press/better-regulation-or-less-democracy-and-more-bureaucracy#.VWWJM0Y2W9M
http://www.etuc.org/press/better-regulation-or-less-democracy-and-more-bureaucracy#.VWWJM0Y2W9M
http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=101


  
 
 
 

 
 

 
SOLIDAR is a European network of 60 NGOs active in over 90 countries working to advance social justice in Europe and 
worldwide. SOLIDAR voices the concerns of its member organisations to the EU and international institutions across the 
policy sectors social affairs, international cooperation and lifelong learning. For more info www.solidar.org 
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 SOLIDAR Silver Rose Awards, 3 June 2015, Brussels  
You can register: http://www.solidar.org/spip.php?page=agenda&id_evenement=102  

 SOLIDAR General Assembly, 4 June 2015, Brussels 
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