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Please note that seats are limited and will be attributed on “first arrived, first served principle”. Please register here by 25 May. 

Badges to enter the EP will be distributed from 9:00 to 9:30 @ European Parliament entrance, place Luxembourg side. 

 

BACKGROUND  

On September 2015, world leaders committed to achieve, by 2030, an inclusive development model 
where no one is left behind and planetary boundaries are respected by adopting the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable development and its seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

Following its adoption, the European Union engaged itself to a transformative agenda, which could 
potentially turn the current unsustainable ‘growth-at-any-cost’ economic model into a sustainable one 
based on the clear supremacy of human rights over the economic privileges of vested interest groups. 
Nevertheless, more than a year after the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, the EU has still to develop an 
overarching implementation strategy with a 2030 timeline. While the Europe Commission should lead in 
developing such a strategy accompanied by an implementation plan, it should also take concrete policy 
and legislative measures to implement the 2030 Agenda in its external and internal policies.  

Against this background, the Progressive Lab for Sustainable Development (PLSD) - a joint initiative of 
the Foundation for European Progressive Studies (FEPS), the Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists 
& Democrats in the European Parliament (S&D) and SOLIDAR - has brought together young researchers, 
experts and policy-makers to think about the concrete steps that the EU can take to move towards 
Sustainable Development. The result of this process is the Progressive Lab for Sustainable Development 
Book that will be launched on 8 June 2017 at the European Parliament. 

FOCUS OF THE EVENT 

The Progressive Lab for Sustainable Development Book Launch will be the opportunity to discuss together 
the following issues:  

1 | WHAT THE EU CAN DO TO MOVE TOWARDS AN ALTERNATIVE ECONOMIC MODEL 

There is an increasing emphasis on the role of the business sector both in implementing and financing 
the 2030 Agenda. While recognising that reaching the Sustainable Development Goals will need the 
engagement of all stakeholders, including the business sector, there should be clear recognition of the 
strengths and limitations of each actor. In this context, the relationship established between the public 

http://www.solidar.org/en/events/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development-how-can-the-eu-contribute
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://www.solidar.org/en/activities/the-progressive-lab-for-sustainable-development
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/
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and private sectors requires a clear regulatory framework and monitoring mechanisms able to align the 
interests of both sectors with the interests of the larger public. Indeed, the business sector has, in many 
cases, been responsible for excessive resource waste, pollution and human rights abuses. The 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda will require more governance not less as well as substantial and 
responsible public investments in key development areas. In this perspective, the EU as a global actor 
should set up a level playing field that will allow all stakeholders to contribute to the achievement of 
the 2030 agenda while acting for the collective interests.  

2 | THE GROWING SPACE GIVEN TO THE BUSINESS SECTOR IN THE PROVISION OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES 
SUCH AS EDUCATION 

The growing interest for private finance as a funding source, also encouraged by the target 17.17 of the  
2030 Agenda that promotes, among others, effective public-private partnership, is diverting from the fact 
that public-private partnerships (PPPs) are increasingly promoted as a way to finance development 
projects. However, there is a vast literature highlighting that PPPs are, in most cases, the most expensive 
method of financing, significantly increasing the cost to the public purse. Moreover, the existing evidence 
on the impact of PPPs on efficiency is rather limited and weak. Finally, private investment cannot be a 
substitute for public investment in key areas such as essential healthcare and education services or 
social protection. 

 

PROGRAMME 

09:00 – 09:30  Registrations and EP entrance badges pick up at ex-info point 

 

09:30 – 09:45  Opening remarks 

Gianni Pittella MEP, President of the Group of the Progressive Alliance of 

Socialists & Democrats in the European Parliament 

 

Presentation of the book 

HE. Carles Casajuana, Advisory Group Member of the Progressive Lab for 

Sustainable Development 

  

      

09:45 – 10:40 Session 1: Towards an alternative economic model for development: EU role 

in setting the rules of the game   

 

Chair: Dr. Ernst Stetter, Secretary General, FEPS  

 
1. Tackling multinational corporations’ abusive practices to promote inclusive 

growth: what can the EU do? Mr. Roberto Bissio, Executive director of the 

Instituto del Tercer Mundo   
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2. Can EU trade policy be an effective tool to promote decent work and how? 

Prof. Lelio Iapadre, Professor of economics, University of L’Aquila and Ms. 

Yentyl Williams, University of Ghent 

 
3. What are the measures the EU will need to take to ensure that enough 

resources are mobilized to implement the 2030 Agenda? Ms. Elly Schlein 
MEP   
 

4. Integrating the 2030 Agenda in EU policies, view from civil society, Ms. 
Leida Rijnhout, Member of the steering group of SDG Watch Europe  

 

Discussion  

 

10:40 – 11:30 Session 2: Towards access to quality education: what is the role for PPPs?  

 

Chair: Mr. Conny Reuter, Secretary General, SOLIDAR  

1. Access to essential services: necessary to close the inequality gap, Dr. 
Markus Loewe, German Development Institute  
 

2. The growth of private provision of education: a human rights perspective, 
Ms. Fabiana Maglio, Education specialist, Mr. Sylvain Aubry, Global 
Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights  
 

3. The impact of Public-Private Partnership (PPP) in education, Mr. Mauro 

Moschetti, Autonomous University of Barcelona  

 

4. Intervention from Mr. Norbert Neuser MEP, S&D DEVE Coordinator        

 

5. Intervention from Ms. Maria Arena MEP (tbc), S&D ACP Coordinator 

  

 

Discussion  

 

 

    


