Now is the Time to Recognize the State of Palestine,
for a Just Peace between Palestine and Israel
from Cittadella di Assisi and via Zoom
Sunday November 29th
from 10:00

Presentation

The conference is promoted by a wide range of networks, platforms, associations and trade
unions representative of Italian society, having a common reference to the principles and values
contained in the Italian constitution, they intend to renew their commitment to a just peace, to
the promotion and respect of human rights and to an end to violence in the Middle East region.
The conference will take place on Sunday 29 November, International Day of Solidarity with
the Palestinian people, in Assisi, a city of peace, hosted by the Pro-Civitate Christiana
community, with the patronage of the Municipality of Assisi.
The conference with all interventions and messages of international guests and representatives
of the promoting associations will be on streaming on the Zoom platform and on Facebook.

more information: adesioni.AssisiPaceGiusta@gmail.com

Call
Now is the Time to Recognize the State of Palestine,
for a Just Peace between Palestine and Israel.
Just and lasting peace cannot be imposed by trampling international law and humiliating an
entire people. The Palestinian people has already been subjected for decades to a regime of
colonization and military occupation in the West Bank, to a brutal siege which has made Gaza an
all but unlivable territory, to a condition of total discrimination for the Palestinians who hold
Israeli citizenship and live in Israel.
Violations of human rights have been certified by the United Nations Agencies and by
resolutions of both the Security Council and the UN General Assembly, while the State of Israel
has not respected their content.
The goals of reconciliation and peaceful coexistence between Palestinians and Israelis, of
stability and security for all, will not be achieved by violating human rights, by redesigning
geographical maps, by re-proposing neo-colonial spheres of influence, or by signing agreements
with theocratic and dictatorial regimes for the control of energy resources in the Middle Eastern
region.
Armed conflicts and a continuous state of belligerence multiply human losses throughout the
region, spread fear among the Palestinian and Israeli populations, trigger violence and terror,
reinforcing each other in a continuous cycle that only mutual recognition can break.
Those who care about achieving a Just Peace in Palestine cannot deny the existence and the
need to respect the State of Israel, just as no one can deny the right of the peoples who live in
this land to establish their own State, where they can live in security, peacefully and
democratically. For no one should allow the "meter by meter" policy to trample the right of the
Palestinian people to live freely in their sovereign state. Only once they can enjoy the same
status, with mutual respect, autonomy and independence, will the two States be able to sit
down and negotiate for the mutual good. And the two peoples will be able to reconcile and live
together.
The State of Palestine has already been recognized by 138 out of 193 member States of the
United Nations, in addition to the Vatican State. By establishing the State of Palestine within the
pre-1967 war borders and with Jerusalem as a shared capital (firmly refusing that city’s unilateral
annexation to the State of Israel), the political framework indispensable for the construction of a
Just Peace will be completed, thus putting an end to the conflict over territory and delegating to
the institutions of the two States the responsibility for guaranteeing peace, coexistence and
security, enjoying the concrete support and cooperation of the International Community.
For these reasons we want to give a platform to the voices of Italian, European, Palestinian and
Israeli civil and religious society: so they can reaﬃrm how urgent it is for our institutions to act
politically in order to achieve a Just Peace and the end of wars in the Middle East, implementing
the United Nations resolutions in a responsible and consistent manner, respecting international
law and the peace agreements reached between the two parties, based on the two-State
solution for the two peoples.
Just Peace cannot be founded on some being winners and others being losers. It must be
develop out of mutual respect and the implementation of international law, as the only
alternative to wars, violence and suﬀering.

