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SIRIUS Project Policy Roundtable 

31 March, 14:00-16:00  - Zoom -  Registra)on link 

The SIRIUS (Skills and Integra)on for Migrants, Refugees and Asylum Applicants in European Labour 
Markets) project provides a plaEorm to discuss a humanitarian way of socially including migrants and 
refugees via the labour markets, ac)va)ng their skills and ensuring they can reach the professional 
fulfilment that can only be healthy for personal development. As project partner, SOLIDAR is organising a 
policy workshop on 31 March, supported by the SIRIUS project research, on the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on the par)cipa)on of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers (MRAs) in European labour 
markets. The work of trade unions, employers and CSOs was essen)al in these trying )mes which will be 
illustrated in this conversa)on. The approval of the Mul)annual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027 
gives the green light needed by the EU ins)tu)ons to disburse the funding needed to mi)gate the 
COVID-19 pandemic though it must be determined how can this best support MRAs who have 
experienced COVID-19 more heavily than other groups. 

The MRAs have been dispropor)onately represented in employment sectors hardest hit by na)onal 
lockdowns either due to closures or due to the fact that they con)nued to work on the frontlines in 
perilous condi)ons. The invaluable contribu)ons made by the MRAs during the pandemic have not been 
reflected by adequate support from public authori)es regarding safety nets for them. They frequently 
have found themselves in precarious working condi)ons which has had a greater impact on them as the 
outbreak of COVID-19 advanced. Slowed down migra)on administra)on procedures, digital illiteracy, 
increased xenophobic tendencies and difficul)es in con)nuing any type of home care or domes)c work 
have been just a few of the other challenges that they experienced during this period, further worsening 
their disadvantaged societal posi)on while frustra)ng their labour market integra)on. 

During the pandemic, milestones related to migra)on have been achieved at the level of the European 
Union, with a New Pact on Migra)on and Asylum, a new Ac)on Plan on Integra)on and Inclusion and an 
approved MFF budget that sees an increase to the Migra)on and Border Management. The debate will 
highlight the upcoming needs that the Migra)on Package will have to address. There is a need to 
understand how the integra)on perspec)ve will be reconciled with the border control commitment of 
the EU considering the European Commission’s focus on irregular migra)on in its Pact and considering 
the heightened budget for border management. 

 

Please find linked below, the SIRIUS publica)ons, and their policy recommenda)ons, to be analysed in 
the debate, as well as support reads on the Mul)annual Financial Framework 2021-2027. 

Registered par)cipants will be provided with instruc)ons about joining the online plaEorm used for the 
event at a later date.  

For any inquiries, please contact Julie.mar)naud@solidar.org or carlos.roldan@solidar.org. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUocO2qqzgsHd2F6rvS9pGRcmNmJ8STgGun
https://www.sirius-project.eu/
mailto:Julie.martinaud@solidar.org
mailto:carlos.roldan@solidar.org


Basic background reading for preparing the debate: 

SIRIUS (November 2020). Policy Recommenda.ons on the Labour Market Integra.on of Migrants (Finland 
country report) : h`ps://www.sirius-project.eu/sites/default/files/a`achments/Finland_report.pdf 

SIRIUS (December 2020). Policy Recommenda.ons: Impact of the Covid-19 crisis on labour market 
integra.on (Greece country report): h`ps://www.sirius-project.eu/sites/default/files/a`achments/
Covid%20and%20migrant%20labour%20in%20Greece.pdf 

SIRIUS (December 2020). Policy Recommenda.ons: Danish Country Report: h`ps://www.sirius-
project.eu/sites/default/files/a`achments/Denmark_report.pdf 

SIRIUS (December 2020). Policy Recommenda.ons: Italian Country Report: h`ps://www.sirius-project.eu/
sites/default/files/a`achments/Italian%20country%20report.pdf  

SIRIUS (December 2020). Policy Recommenda.ons: UK Country report - With a reflec.on on the impact of 
the Covid-19 crisis on labour market integra.on: h`ps://www.sirius-project.eu/sites/default/files/
a`achments/UK%20report.pdf  

SIRIUS (December 2020). Policy Recommenda.ons on the Labour Market Integra.on of Migrants  
(Switzerland report): h`ps://www.sirius-project.eu/sites/default/files/a`achments/Swiss%20report.pdf  

SIRIUS (January 2021). Policy Recommenda.ons: Czech Republic Country report : h`ps://www.sirius-
project.eu/sites/default/files/a`achments/Czech%20Republic%20Report.pdf 

General Secretariat of the Council of the EU. Mul.annual Financial Framework 2021-2027 and Next 
Genera.on EU (Commitments, in 2018 prices): h`ps://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/47567/
mff-2021-2027_rev.pdf 

Official Journal of the EU (17 December 2020). Council Regula.on (EU, Euratom) 2020/2093 laying 
down the mul.annual financial framework for the years 2021 to 2027: h`ps://eur-lex.europa.eu/
legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R2093&from=EN 

European Council on Refugees and Exilees (11 December 2020). EU Budget: Agreement Reached 
on the Regula.on for the Asylum, Migra.on and Integra.on Fund (AMIF): 
h`ps://www.ecre.org/eu-budget-agreement-reached-on-the-regula)on-for-the-asylum-migra)on-and-
integra)on-fund-amif/
#:~:text=The%20renewed%20Asylum%2C%20Migra)on%20and,be%20directly%20managed%20by%20th
e 
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	European Council on Refugees and Exilees (11 December 2020). EU Budget: Agreement Reached on the Regulation for the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF):

