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Integration of newcomers in and through education 

Webinar 

27th September  | 14:00-15:45  

Register 

Almost 7 million people are recorded as having fled from Ukraine to the rest of Europe, following 
Russia’s invasion of the country. More than half of them – 4 million – are registered for EU Temporary 
Protection or similar national schemes. The Temporary Protection Directive guarantees access to 
essential services in the host country, one of them being education for children, with a majority of the 
refugees being women and children.   

Since the 2000s, the integration of foreign-born students has become a topical issue as OECD-PISA 
surveys seemed to indicate they lag behind in terms of performance. As a consequence, some 
countries have launched educational reforms to promote academic success of their migrant youth. 
More recently, the EU has recognized the importance of education in integration measures, as 
exemplified by inclusive education and training being the first area of priority identified in the Action 
Plan on Integration and Inclusion 2021-2027.  

The importance of classrooms and other educational settings in newcomers’ integration processes is 
well-documented. Learning about the host community, its language, or developing academic and life 
skills are crucial moments in migrant, refugee or asylum-seeking children, youth and adults’ lives. On 
the other hand, an educated, and well-informed citizenry forms an indispensable part of a democratic 
society. We will therefore start our webinar with a reflection on integration in formal, non-formal and 
informal education, looking at challenges and opportunities around the access of newcomers to 
education and their possibility for academic achievement.   

Just as evidenced by literature and practices, is the importance of cross-cultural settings in building a 
long-term sense of common belonging between the host community and the newcomers. This will 
take our conversation to the question of integration through education, looking at the role of learning 
environments in building cohesive, intercultural societies, acting both on newcomers and host 
societies.   

The discussion will be enriched by insights from civil society working to provide access to education to 
children displaced by Russia's invasion of Ukraine, and will end with a conversation on the 
methodology used to measure educational outcomes.  

 Speakers in this webinar will:   

• Discuss instruments and initiatives to support the access of migrants and refugees to 
formal, informal and non-formal education, identifying strengths, shortcomings and 
ways forward   
• Showcase and highlight innovative practices for ensuring migrants and refugees’ 
inclusion in and through education in Europe  
• Build on their expertise and results from the SPRING project to reflect on the 
adequacy and inclusiveness of common indicators to measure integration  

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9JgNZYJ9TNqiRBWCcyhARA
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Agenda 

14:00 - 14:10 Opening and introduction 
14:10 – 14:30 Panel discussion: Ensuring participation in education and learning for migrant, 

refugees and asylum-applicants 

 Sogol Noorani, Education Policy and Systems Analyst, European Education 
and Culture Agency (EACEA), European Commission 

 Laetitia Van der Vennet, Advocacy officer, Platform for International 
Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants (PICUM) 

14:30-15:00 Panel discussion: The role of education in building inclusive, cohesive societies 

 Alessia Signorelli, Research Fellow at University of Perugia and activity 
manager for the ECO-IN project 

 Rareș Voicu, Board member, Organising Bureau of European School 
Students Union (OBESSU) 

 Patricia Rubio, Programme Coordinator, Liga Española de la Educación y 
de la Cultura Popular 

15:00-15:25 Case study: providing education to people displaced from Ukraine 

 Katarzyna Gajewska, Programme coordinator - Fundacja Szkoła z Klasą 
(School With Class Foundation) 

Q&A  
15:25 – 15:40 Panel discussion: Adequate indicators to design inclusive education policies 

 Hakan Kilic, Researcher and Ph.D Student, Danube University Krems & 
SPRING project partner 

 Mialy Dermish, Executive Director, SIRIUS Policy Network on Migrant 
Education -  speaker TBC  

Q&A 
15:40 - 15:45 Closing 

This webinar is taking place within the EU-funded SPRING project on Sustainable Practices of Integration, 
funded by the European Unions’ Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme. Views expressed during 
this webinar will not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the European Commission. 

For more information on SPRING visit https://integrationpractices.eu/  
SPRING is Implemented by: 
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